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NOTE 


Tnr present edition of tins popuhrwork has been improved 
ss far as possible 

x\.ll tlie Letters have been revised , everything that ap 
peared objectionable has been expunged, and every addition 
made to render the m ork complete 
The La'v Forms, both Scotch and English, have been 
revised, and new forms added, by an eminent la'n7er 

The xkddresses to Persons of all Eanks mav be depended 
on as correct 

The voik may now be said more fully than ever to deserve 
its title of a “ Universal Letter Writer " 
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Tiir (lirct'Iom for poM rcai'i"? ttrp, Rratl is ron 
it-i 1 IS VI- u fsi 1 mil rs if sou fcltvl.>' von nrc •sTtnc: to the 
tx^* ( ii'tSi-ni for ro-x! srritin- nrs 'W is sna sjs sic ssri'? 
Jtut vl *t you 1 ve to jar rn'c csac !}• tlir tilings run ftel 
eisr Ir t’ r T-OT-iis Tou ssoull "ar H yo ir corri-sfoi trut sifro 
sSltiip l'jTi:.n — lu«)rrt t > usk Ijdr llt*scUi s j bri'u ''Wrilt' 
srjut to nrs njip' rmoi , 'o ronr letter* vrill l>e tmc fresh, Ilfr 
lltc ftlln'orc !"!“ 

Ti-ttxs* (llretUiri ‘1 a* rreahl !•» risen fo- Kttor srnlln;- Is to 
ajhjoa to call ii-"rios'inn to year nM fancy your frknd or 
corre jvsnil nt to Ite fl'Mnp hy rou rar s 1 al von *100111 far if 
such s'c-o fi* ca'’, ani then vrite I* doirn. iJu thl* and rent 
let (.rmiio fall to bo s^ia* a If ‘ter oa^hl to l-o — a jiVtiirt of 
lour tl oi-rl I* intorfs'Intr ‘o roar crr-s'«issjdrn' ciaclly In the 
e^rao ]i'c;x 5 r ion as lit o' fbe la ia’crc ‘od in yunr- If or yonr 
e ’nernas. 

s'o o-c ns-ats In iho lon-o ' r ore's I c ran 1 Ic'~ out of the 
d)- lorary — ro one f poai a Jn 5’ u’ d p’lra. os eichestnarly 
reed In po lartic Issoxs at d ro one oncht to st^IIo In ss rh The 
bo* Trr‘*!rp fo letters i' natural nn"tHdled flor-inc fr h from 
tliL heart — jc<* s-hat eonif s utl*ormo I o 

C*esye r fjei. of t’le rao I p’n in^of le tr~ siTitors ore rel 0 Ijes* 
nr 1 ejtcod the nrl, rars he Iltes t ill in^ U'ters. Ilils little 
sooe -,1 xe-e-tj the fecrt* cf Itltcrr-n mg If your friend llhc* 
TOU 1 e a-!ll lihe yo-.r ‘►ilJ< and if your Jtl'i rs are t?> It (as they 
arc Irtcndcd lo l>ej a sab I‘u*o for your prc'onc* they must bo 
f ffioole* era — Tcl‘e'3 -nrlt'en just ns jniissouM Speah If yn ir 
friond r e'e pri *nt 

Tlicramc direotlon maybecl-en even for leltors of btisinoes, for 
If your ! cad Is full of the business in srhlch tou are cnijnred, nnd if 
sun o*c dflnn It heartily, yoursrords will fioarfreely in speakln., 
S\ rite do vn stha* you srould jay, do not r-ait to j ndy phrases, 
And son- Jet*cea will be ten time’ more to the point than all the 
fancy luo-lela ever written br nnlntercjtcd people rrerr one 
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SIMPLE DIRECTIONS FOU LETTER VRITINO 


l)ossesscs a degree of nntnriil eloquence on subjects which touch 
the feelings deeply A mother pleading for a situation for her 
son a fatiicr interceding in behalf of a child, if they iiill but 
nrite down tlie words that rise naturally to their lips, will write 
from tlio heart a thousandfold better than a letter in the most 
studied phrases, written as a model bj a person fancyinj, not 
Jechng the case 

In this book, therefore, wo offer you not models to copy, but 
specimens of the stvics of others br which vou mnj see the easy, 
unconstrained, playful manner in which they has e written their 
letters. 

Tlie stylo of studied compositions may be loftj grave, or eion 
stiff , but the friendly letter 1“ easy and unstudied 

Jly case, however, wo do not mean slovenliness or imprudence. 
There are many things that ought not to bo said and, of course 
should still less bo written , as an idle or ill natiired wortl spoken 
may bo forgotten bnt if written it remains ns a vntness against 
the writer An attention to correctness in spelling and grammar 
Is of course necessary, foescape being thought wholiyimcducnUd, 
and there are many little common decomms and etiquettes in the 
modes of addressing others, with which it is well to bo acquainted 

Tor all these, it may bo profitable to read a few specimens of 
really good letters bv good writers , that bv observing these wo 
may form our own stj lo by them not copj them 

‘ The fimdamcntal requisite for good ivriting, savs Blair 
(speaking of letter writing), is to be natural and simple." The 
stvle ought to bo easy and unconstrained For this reason the 
style of letters has often been cbo'cn by those who wished to 
communicate instruction or giio information in a simple form 
Tlicse differ of course from the ordinary letters of one friend to 
anotlier, ns, though written in the same stylo thej are more on 
subjects of general interest A few specimens of those also are 
given 

‘ The best letters are commonly such ns the authors have 
written with most facility What the heart or the imagination 
dictates always flows readdy, but where there is no subject to 
warm or interest these constraint appears , and hence, those 
letters of mere compliment congratulation or affected condolence 
which ha\e cost the authors most labour in comiiosing, and 
which, for that reason they periiaps consider ns their master 
pieces never fail of being the most disagreeable and insipid to 
readers ’ 
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PART I. 

LETTERS TO AND FROM DIFFERENT 
RELATIONS 


LETTER I 

FROM A MERCHAM LORDON, TO TEE IIASIFR OF A COLLEGE, 
REC01IlIE\DI\a ms SON TO niS CARE AS A PUPIL 

Loidov Janunn-* 1841 

Rev Sir, — The opinion I hn^e lont; had of your abilities 
as a Bchohr, your behavionr ns a gentleman, and piety as a 
Chnstian, encourages me to solicit your kind assistance in 
an affair of very great importance 
Mr son Charles has finished his grammatical studies in 
■Merchant Taylors’ School, and is very desirous of being 
entered as a commoner in yonr University The variety of 
business avhich I have on my bands requires my constant 
residence in London , but being -mlling to discharge my 
duties as a father I knovr not any gentleman in Orford to 
whose fidelity I conld so readily trust, as yourself, and, if 
yon approve of this, the youth shaU be sent on the return of 
your answer He shall be left entirely to yonr direction, 
and I doubt not hut you will treat him with the same 
tenderness as if he were yonr own — I am, sir, kc 
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lETTEK n 

THE doctor’s AFSn FR 

OtroiiD Jannarr *1 1841 

— I received yonrs by this days post, and me 
eUremely pleased inth vonr resolution of giving your son a 
liberal education Jfv long residence in this seat of learning 
has furnished me vrith many opportunities of studj ing the 
different passions and capacities of youth Our term begins 
next n eek, and if you please to send the young gentleman 
a on may rest assured of his being constantly under iny own 
direction, and the greatest care taken both of his studies 
and morals — I am sir, i.c 


LETTER m 

raOM THE TOULO GEMLEMAN TO HIS FATHER. 

HoaooRFD Sir, — After entreating you to make acceptable 
my dntv to my mother, and love to mv sisters I embrace 
this opportunity of letting, yon know how happily I am 
settled in the familv of the worthy doctor The good 
gentleman and his amiable lady do evervthing m their 
power to make my life agreeable dunng the intervals of mv 
attendance on the public lectures The doctor has begun to 
teach me geometry, and I hope soon to be able to make some 
progress in that useful science 
I have endeavoured to be as good an economist as possible 
but at present am obliged to purchase several books I knov 
your tenderness and generosity, and doubt not of heanng 
from you soon I am, sir, your affectionate and dutiful 


coil 
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LETTER IV 

THE FATHEF’S AJ.SVrER. 

Dear ChableSj— I received yours, aud am greatly 
pleased to hear of the progress you make in your studies, as 
veil as your agreeable situation I know the doctor is a 
worthy man, and if your behavionr continues consistent 
with the duties of morality, you may he assured of his 
treating you with the same tenderness as if you uero his 
ovni son 

As to the affair yon mentioned concerning the books, the 
enclosed order wall comince you that nothing on my part 
shall be wanting to furnish you with everything necessary , 
as I am assured, from the whole of your former conduct, 
that you will not require anything bordenng on superfluity 
—I am your affectionate father 


LETTER V 

FROM A MEEOHAM’s WIDOW TO A DADV, A DISTAM RELATION, 
IN BEHALF OF HER TWO ORPHANS 

Madam, — 'When you look at the subscnption of this 
letter, I doubt not of your being much surprised with its 
contents, but it is more on account of jour amiable 
character, than that I have the honour of being your relation, 
that I have presumed to trouble you wuth tins 
Jfy late husband, who you know was reputed to be in 
afiluent circumstances, has been dead about six months , bis 
whole accounts have been settled with his creditors, and 
because of many losses and bad debts, there is not above 
£100 left for myself I liave a son just turned four 
teen, whom I want to bind apprentice to a reputable 
trade’; and a daughter near seventeen, whose education has 
rendered her incapable of acting as a menial servant, 
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althougli she ivould Tnllrngly be the companion of some 
voung lady, nhere she might be treated -mth famibanty and 
tenderness. In circumstances so very distressing, I have 
presumed to address myself to you , your long acquaintance 
vith the uorld 11111 enable you to direct me howto proceed, 
and I doubt not but your unbounded generosity wiU induce 
you to comply with a request dictated by the seventy of 
affliction 


LETTER VI 

THE LADV 3 ANSWER. 

Madam, — 1 know not whether I am more affected with 
the modest representation of your affliction, or pleased that 
I have It in my power to assist you You see, madam, 
that all human expectations are vain, and often attended 
with deception When we thinh onr circumstances are 
independent, there is generally some latent mischief hidden 
under the specious appearance, and this should teach us 
continually to look to that Providence which supermtends 
the affairs of this lower world, and orders all for the good of 
his creatures With respect to your two children, I have 
proposed the foUomng scheme for their benefit — 

Let the boy think of some trade to which his inchnatioii 
leads him, and I will provide him with every necessarv 
during his apprenticeshij) , and at the expiration of that 
term (if his behaviour is agreeable) advance something to set 
him up m business As for the girl, let her be immediately 
sent to my house, where she shall be brought up along with 
my daughters, and everything in my power done to serve 
her 

1 expect that, from time to time, you ivill commumcafe 
to me an account of your own drcnmstauces, that I may be 
happy in alleviating ei ory calamity —I am, ho 
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LETTER VIT 

FJO ' '•JIE TOl 0 01 MirMA** "O Ills JlOTnEE, rCJlIVQ IU3 
Ain ^^TJC1SII^ 

IIo'TirrrP ^roTiirn, — Yi ur Iiivin^ rc‘ire\l to tlic coujitrT 
h'l lunclcrc'i n e froni i ntiiip to you ••o often I could 
nish I-vc" '^ir'-e I "'is 1 onnd loMr Vii'"oii, he Int treilcd 
I 0 V ilh tTt'jr ro-l o*' imlulptncc , *i il I InTC ciidcnNOutxd to 
'oquirc the gool uill of nil our custontn I Know tint you 
arc Fo f Irnitcnf'l in votir p«n circnni'dnnc/'*, no not to oe 
nhle lonTonl ric preket laoriy , hnt I Inie the j'lc.isure to 
I 11 ^o^, tint Xcv-ton hnn inVcn care in tint I nrt euhr, 
111 gcncroaslv fU'ij'lics me from time to lime In every 
jnr* of my conduct I elnll truUavour to ret conMv'entlv 
w th the jinneiples of virtue, and am, uith tie ulmobt 
’■fif- nr (1 dutv, tour nfTcefionnto son 


LETTER Vni 

rr y Tiir Tor* 0 or*"!!.! noMt' to nrr iiornra 

Ho ocfiro Mornnn, — Jn mv l 2 >-t 1 infonntd you tlml mr 
■no-tl)_ herefnetn: "Mrs Ktulon, Ind been cvtri.im.l> ill , 
I 1 avc the plcn-urc to aevarc vo i tint rlic la no ' perfcCllv 
rC" ■vtreJ Tlie lnppin‘‘-"i o'" my prcHiil situ iticn inny be 
con'oived, but it n not in mv poi cr to describe it After 
vif pit up in the mominp, the fa inly are calltnl topctlicr to 
ntun tlnnl s to tin Almiphta for Ins pre'crving them 
during tho preee<1iiit. iiitht, and to implore lim proUction on 
llio rennming part of the d iv , aflcnvards vre retire to 
btxalfiat During tho forenoon the young ones walk into 
the tarden, or the fields, vrlnl'l the good ladv m cinploycal 
ID dispensing mndicines to her poor tenants At one o clock 
ve diiie and aflen arda retire to tho summer liou'-c, ulan 
each in In r tuni reads nonie p irt of the licst hnglub 
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authors, -Hhilst the others are employed in needJpuorL 1 
have received a letter from my brother, and am ghd to heai 
he IS settled in so good a family — I am, honoured mother, 
youi affectionate and dutiful daughter 


LETTER DC 

rnoii A vocno uAh to ms FAinEn, DESinino niii to 

IMEROEDE WlTU IIIS JtASIEB TO TAKE niM AGAIN INTO 
ms SERVICE 

Horourkd Sir, — With shame arising from a consciousness 
of gudt I have presumed to uTite you at this lime I doubt 
not but you have heard of the iireguhritics of my conduct, 
uhioh at last proceeded so far, as not only to induce me to 
desert the service of the best of masters, but to run into the 
commission of vices that might have proved fatal to me, had 
It not been for the many examples and moral lessons I met 
u ith in a book lately published * It was the allurements of 
VICIOUS company that first tempted me to foroake the paths 
of virtue, and neglect my duty In a family where I uaa 
treated uith the greatest tenderness Fully sensible of my 
fault, I am Milling to make eieiy reparation in my power , 
but know not of any other, than by acting diametricallv 
opposite to ray former conduct Let me beg of you, sir, to 
intercede Mulh my worthy master to take me again into his 
service, and my future life shall be oue contmued act of 
gratitude — I am sir your affectionate though unduliful 
son. 


me ^ow5ilte Calendar 
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LETTEF S. 

tiiL jATUrf i 

ilr iJUi'" C^l^D, — If c'lr JOJ to I- a f J;Lr, jcju 
» ill know wLa* I f''! f r jou on tJjo jiivi A (xtais on 
Tit.d,n,e„' «s a inr(.n*, ha >.u ofa-oiiui of in^rati 

I*", \ rt'J C£/!j''<,rri for jcur ft ljr<. L-'jijiin-vs and ru-j eci 
!ur tkc wrrihv t_iii nj c‘ t-enic>, ^oj d( o'* d I'l coi 'jiirc 
t'r'lLu- vj 11 T tai J lo diCtrL it jinrjocii, but 

jalomal n’T,-cl tn Kooi . n J rnlj ail am obilpi-J to 

act at jct r f'lc. 1 a'llioj^h I am afr- u _ ou 1 aii. cm*, ditt J 
mj a.-* ,1 tur c tmi 1 ka'i 'nrAX niovoari u'cr andjusi 
now rv-‘’'itt'’I Lis ri^«tr— c-j s “f wbioh 1 li i i k-nt 
tnclo’vd lunl" tna-tor h ''iHu ^ nf,am l<i reixivi. sou inlc 
Lis sirni X, ai 1 I Lojic jour I baiunr % lU be oorrv ixjndtng 
to M much Ituty —I mi your nffo- 1 onat. f-tli<T 


LETTEE aE 

Tiir rtTurr s LiTTE' to Tin 

lit ViOrtnr I rn Ml,— I Into ofUn tinlloa to jou nub 
fbstfure, but, slaa' I mo con rau-r-d at rt to nlilrt.-vs 
tjiM.lf to joa cm a £ubjf-ct I li't ecii>tc <\1 I Ln cjustiijw 
n.-ci,iTc-d a Ic'tx' from my “on, by 'uLicL 1 i "i inforin’-d that 
be Las Lft your s^rvirc* ibroaab tin jnstiantio i uf oil coio 
yemy ilis bttcr coaUuii' ni'tiiiK.nl al ac' novilaEmcnt of 
bii cffcDix, to;; ‘her with i dtobvnljOn of hia tvsolution to 
act consiiocnllj witb Li* (lute for tb; future lie has licpTf'd 
of me to to c'cide wuU joa in b n E b ilf aad I kroa jour 
bamainty Hill cacnar jaWoil aCeciio i If jou \m 11 a^ nil 
rcecice the unliajyy eoutb iiuo jour fiiinh, 1 bite ynait 
rcaron to bojx tiu* bis conJuctteiU be e-junl to bis promise, 
aod It cull confer a lasting obligaM''n on a i alSieted lureut, 
Hid oblige, — L our mne rc wdl wubtr 
(IJ) 2 
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ISTTER XU 
Tnr jiAEirr a A^'^Tr^^ 

Sin, — Lver since I first considered tlie state of Iiumm 
nature, or tlic (liDTcrcnce betveen right nnd irrong, I liaro 
alnn\s nreferrod iiiori-j to the 'evenly of justice Uovrever 
rcasoniible sour request mas appear to yonr-olf, yet to me it 
was really uniicces'-ary 1 am a father, sir, nnd can feel at 
least })irl of «liat jou suffer My resentment against the 
joiing man is le's than my anxiety for Ins happiness , and 
T.ei'o I sure of Ins idliering to nn uninterrupted course of 
nrtue, I slioiild have more real pleasure than bv his acquir 
lug me the rc' ciiiio of a nabob 
In the meantime, that nothing may bo Manling on mv 
part to make both him and vou as happy as possible, all 
faults are from this moment forgotten , my house is open for 
his reception , and if he will return, he shall he treated with 
the same indulgence ns if he had never committed any fault 
wlmteier — I am, sir, your affectionate friend 


LETTER Xin 

raoji e Mornm i < tow to lira DStJoniER at a boardiso 
sonooi, ih Tur cooNirr, rECOMSiENniaa inr pr eoricE op 

VirTBE 

Dear Child, — Although we are separated in person, yet 
you are never absent from my thoughts , and it is m\ con 
tinual practice to recommend you to the care of that Being 
whose ejes are on all lus creatures, nnd to wliom the secrets 
of all hearts are open , luit I have been lately somewhat 
alarmed because your last ti o letters do not run in that 
strain of unaffected piety ns formerly What, mv dear, is 
this owing to 1 Does virtue appear to von unpleasant? Is 
your beneficent Creator a hard master, and are yon received tc 
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ejibaik in the fasluonablc follies of a gay and untbmkine 
world 1 Excuse me, my dear, I am n motber, and my con 
cem for your LappmcbS is lusepanbly connected witb m\ 
own Perhaps I am mistaken, and -n bat I have considerci] 
ns a fault may bo oiih the effusions of youthful gaiety I 
shall consider it in tliat light, and be c'ctrcmcly glad, yea, 
Lappj to fitiil it so Useful instructions are never too often 
mculcated, and, therefore, giae me leave again to put you in 
mind of that duty, the performance of winch alone can make 
jon happi, both in time and m eteniitj 

Eelipoii, my dear, is the dedication of the i.holc mind to 
the will of God , and virtue is the actual operation of that 
truth, which diffusos itself through ctery part of our con 
duct, its con“equencos are equally hLncficial with its pro 
raises “Her wajs arc ways of pleasantness, and ill her 
paths are peace ’ 

WhDst the ga), untliinkmg part of \onth are detoling the 
whole of their time to fashionable pleasures, how happy shall 
I be to hear tliat mv child is religions v itbont hypocntical 
austenlj , and even gay with mnoccnce I Let me beg that 
you will spend at least one hour cacb day in pernsing your 
Bible, and some of our best Lngbsb wnters And don’t 
imagine tliat rebpon is sneb a gloomy thing ns some eutbu 
suists have represented , no, it indulges you in every rational 
aniusfment, so far as is consistent with morality, — it forbids 
nothing hut what ns hurtful 

Let me hog you will consider attentively what I hate 
written, and send me an answer as soon as vou can — I am 
your affectionate mother 


LETTEE XIV 

THE AJ,6Wnil 


IIo''onnEi) MomEn, — I am so much affected by the per 
nsal of your really parental advice, that I can scarcely bohl 
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the pen to write an answer, but duty to the best of parents 
obliges mo to make you easy in jour nuud, before I take 
any rest to mjself Tliat levits so conspicuous in mj former 
letters, IS too true to lie denied, nor do I desire to draw a 
veil over mj own follj No, madam, I freely confess it, 
but with the greatest sincerity, I must at the same time 
declare, that they were written in a careless manner, with 
out considering the diameter of the person to whom they 
were addressed. I am fully sensible of mj error, and on all 
future occasions shall endeavour to avoid giving the least 
offence The advaco jou sent me in your valuable letter 
w ants no encomiums , all that I desire is, to hav c it engraven 
on my heart hlj dear madam, I loverehgion, I love virtue, 
and I hope no considemtiou will ever lead me from my 
duties, m which alone I cx|x:ct future happiness Let me 
beg to hear from you, and I hope that my future conduct will 
convince the beat of parents that I am what she wishes me 
to be — I am, honoured madam, jour dutiful daughter 


lETTEE XV 

PROJI A OEKTLtMAN, AN OFFIOFR IN THE AIUIT, TO HIS SOR 
AT A BOAlUllNO SOnOOt, RtCOirilENDIRa DILIOtROE IN HIS 
BTUrlES 

Dear Billy, — Our regiment is now at Poi-tsmonth, and 
w e are ordered to emhark for Canada I thought to have 
called on you at school, but our orders to march were so 
sudden, that I had no time to spare from the necessary 
duties of my station. Let me beg, my dear, that you will 
attend with the utmost assiduity to y our studies 

Youth is the proper time for acquiring knowledge, which, 
if properly improved and reduced to practice, wiU be of the 
utmost service to you in jour future life You are yet im 
acquamted with the world, and happy will it be for you if 
you remain ignorant of the toils and dangers of a military 
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life Let me therefore cntreit you in the most eirnest 
mnunoT to think of some cmi>loyment which will procure 
von a decent snhsisteuee, and eiiahle yon to live independently 
in the world I have left an order with our agent to pay for 
vonr education , and althongh my pay is small, jet nothing 
on my part shall be wanting to make your life as easy as 
possible As it will he some days before we sail, I shall 
expect to have a letter from you , and if too 1 ite it wall be 
sent after me In the meantime,— I am jour affectionate 
father 


LETTER XVI 
. THE soK 8 AKSwrn 

Hoi<ounFD Sin, — It was one of the first lessons you taught 
me, that gratitude is the noblest pnnciple that can actuaio 
the heart of man , but w hat must it be, when connected with 
the filial duty incumbent on a son to the most indulgent 
parent 1 lam left in a situation that may be felt, but not 
described That mj worthy and honoured parent should be 
so precipitately burned away to a distant country, almost 
fills me with horror, especially when I consider that I may 
never have an opportunity of seeing you more I am con 
vinced that yo’ii iathcrlj advice to me is- such that, ifstnctly 
followed. It must be attended with the most beneficial coii 
sequences to myself, my honour and happiness will equally 
depend on adhenng to it, and I shall always consider it as 
my second greatest duty, to obey the precepts of my worthy 
father I have gone already so far as to be able to read 
Xenophon, and next week I enter upon Homer I have 
some thoughts, if agreeable to you, to take chambers m one 
of the inns of court, in order to study the law, my inclina 
tions nin tliat avay, but I submit it wholly to vour approba 
tion Let me beg to hear from you as often as possible, as 
it will be the greatest pleasure I can enjoy during such a 
ecparation — I am, hououied sir, your aifcctionatc son 
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LETTER xvn 

rnoji A TouKo ortTLrsiAK, oleke to a MrnonANT ik towit, 

TO ni3 FATHFR IH TEF CODNTBT, BOLIOrTINO POOKFT 

MONEF 

Eonoeecd Sir, — I ivrote to yon by Jlr Hill, the linen 
dmper, but not htiving received any answer makes me very 
nncasy Althongh I have been ns good an economist as 
possible, yet I find the pocket-money you allow me to take 
monthly from Mr Smith the publisher, is not sufficient fo 
support my necessary expenses, although it uns so at first 
London is snch a place, that nnlcss one maintains something 
of character, he is sure to be treated with contempt, and 
pointed at as an object of ridicule I assure you, sir, that 
I abhor every sort of extravagance as much as yon can 
desire, and the small matter which I ask as an addition to 
your former allowance is only to promote my own interest, 
which I am sure you have as much at heart ns any parent 
possibly can have Mv master will sntisfv you tlint my con 
duct has been consistent with the strictest rules of mornhty I 
submit It to your judgment what you think proper to onlcr 
me I did not chooce to mention mr want of money to Mr 
Smith, and for this reason have not taken anything more 
than what you ordered I hope you will not be offended with 
w hat I have written , as I shall alw ays consider m vself happy 
in performmg ray duty, and acquinng the faiour of my 
honoured parents — I am, honoured sir, voiir affectionate son 


LETTER XTIIL 
THE FATHFr’s answer 

kir Dear Cninn, — Jly reason for not sending to von 
sooner was, that I had been on a jonmev to your uncle at 
Manchester, where I was detained longer than I expected, 
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nnd consequently did not see tout letter till list niqlit I 
have considered your request, and am connneed tliat it ip 
altogether reasonable You arc greatly niistahen if you 
think that I -vranted to confine tou to the small matter paid 
by Mr Smith , no, it ivas indeed inadvertency , but my 
constant residence in the country makes me latle acquainted 
vrith the customs of London I don’t desire to confine jou 
to anv particular sum , vou arc nour armed at an igc when 
it becomes absolutely nfecssarv for you to be u ell acquaintCHl 
with the value of money Your profession, liken iso, requires 
It , and it IS well known, that prudence and sobrieli n 
vouth naturally lead to tegulanty of conduct in more ad 
vanced years Virtue insui'cs respect, and I well knon that 
all manner of precepts are useless where the inclinations are 
vicious I have left the affair mentioned in your letter 
entirely to your own discretion , and the enclosed order un 
limited I doubt not prudence will direct yon how to proceetl 
— I am, dear child, vour affectionate father 


LETTER XIS 

rroii / TOUNO oemlemai> at a noAnni .o sonoon ih the 

CODKTRT, TO nis BROTHFR, AN ArPRENTICF IN LON 
DON 

Dear Jaokft, — Little hlastcr Hilly Fdgar is going to 
London to morrow in the stage, and I shall send this by him 
to you We are all well at school, and I have got as fir as 
Ovid , I have likewase got through the rules of practice, of 
w hich I shall give you a better account w hen I come to town 
at the holidays Dear brother, gue my dutj to mv papa 
and mamma, and tell them I long to see them , I praj for 
them and yon every day , and I have read over the Complete 
Duty of Man, which my mamma gave me I spend an hour 
everydai in reading Dr Goldsmith’s riOin"n History Pray, 
lackey, send me tome hooks, for I am very fond of reading, 
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ami a p tir of the newest pattern of buckles, and I shall do 
more for yon when I leave soliool — I am your loving brother 


LETTER XX 
Tiir nnoTHER s answer 

Dfar UnoTiiFR — I received your kind letter, and am glad 
to bear vou are well as also of the progress aou make in 
learning I read vour letter to yonr papa and mamma, and 
they are much pleased with it Billy Edgar dines at our 
house to morrow, and he will bnng jon this Your mamma 
has sent von half a guinea , and as yon are so fond of books, 
1 have sent vou Rollins Belles Lettres Mr Dew our 
curate, savs that although all sorts of historv are useful, 
vet ho thinks vou should begin with that of vour owm 
country and he has sent you a present of Russel’s Historv 
of England, which is ornamented with a set of the most 
elegant copper plates evtant m this kingdom I have sent 
jou the buckles and some other things, which you will find 
sealed up in the parcel We all beg that you will continue 
to persev ere as j ou have begun, in a uniform course of virtue 
It will entitle von to the favour of God, be a pleasure to 
vour parents, and turn out to vour own advantage at the 
last — I am dear brother, yours affcctionatclv 


LETTER XXI 

FROM A TOCSO TRADESMAN LATELY FSTFRFD I TO BCSINFSS 
TO nis FATBLR, ASRILO niS COhSFKT TO MAnRT 

Holoured Sir, — \ou know that it is now above a year 
since I entered into business for mvrelf, and finding it daily 
imreasing, I am obliged to look out for an agreeable partner, 
I mean a w ife There is a verv w ortliv family in this neigh 
bourhood vith whom I have been some time acquainted. 
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Thev Tie in good circumstances, and have a daughter, an 
amiable jonng woman, greatlv esteemed bv all who know 
her I have paid my addresses to her, and likew ise obtained 
the parents’ consent, on condition that it is agreeable to von 
I would not do anvlhing of that nature without jour con 
sent, but hope tint, upon Ibe strictest inquiry, you will find 
her such a person, that you wall not have any objection to a 
match so advantageous I, on even occasion, endeavonr to 
act with the gre,itest prudence, consistent with the rules jou 
were pleased to presenbe for my conduct The parents are 
to pay me £500 on the dav of niarriage, if the event should 
liappen to tal e place , and as they have no other children, 
the whole of their propertv becomes ours at their death In 
whatever light you are pleased to consider this, I shall abide 
by your direction, and your answer in the meantime is im 
patienllv expected by your dutiful son 


LETTER XXn 
THE FATHERS VNSWFR. 

JIt Dear Sov, — I received your letter, and my reason for 
not sending sooner is, that, it being an affair of great im 
portance, I was willing to proceed therein with the utmost 
caution I wrote to Str Johnston, my attorney in New Inn, 
requesting him to inquire concerning the family you desire 
to be allied with , and I am glad to he.ir that his account 
does not differ from your oni I hope you do not think 
that I would wish to see you one moment unhappy Tour 
reasons for enttnng into the mamago state are everv way 
satisfactorv, and I am glad to hear that the person on whom 
von have placed your affections is so deserving When yon 
have fixed the wedding day, I viH come to London, to be 
present at the cerf monv, and spend a few days with my old 
friends I hope vou w ill continue to attend to your busmese 
with the same diligence you have hitherto done , and if you 
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Bhould livo to an old nge, you will then he able to retire 
from trade with honour both to younelf and family — I am, 
dear son, your affectionate father 


LETTER XXni 

PROM A rOUNO WOirAM JUST GONE TO SrRVIOE IN LONDON, 
TO HER MOTHER IN THE OODNTRT 

Dear hloTHEU, — It is now a month that 1 have been at 
hlr 'Wilson’s, and I thank God tkat I like my place very 
■n ell Sly master and mistress are both worthy people, and 
greatly respected by all their neighbours At my first 
coming here I thought everything strange, and wondered to 
see such multitudes of people in the streets , but what I 
suffer most from is, the remembrance of yours and my 
*'ather’s kindness , but I begin to be more reconciled to my 
state, as I know you were not able to support me at home 
I return ion a thousand thanks for the kind adnoeyou uore 
so good as to give me at parting, and I shall endeavour to 
practise it as long as I live Let me hear from you ns often 
ns yon have an opportiimtv So vath my duty to you and my 
father, and kind love to all friends, — I remain ever your 
most dutiful dauchter 


LETTER XXIV 

THE MOTHFR’s answer 

Mr DriR Crild, — I am glad to hear that yon have got 
into so worth} a family You know that we never shonld 
have parted from you had it not been for your good If vou 
continue nrtuoiis and obliging, all the family v ill love and 
esteem you Keep yourself employed as much as you 
tan and ho nlwny s ready to assist your fellow servants 
Lever speak ill of anybody , but if you dc hear a bad slorv, 
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try to Eoflon it as nmch as you can. Do not repeat it again, 
but let it slip out of yonr mind as soon as possible I am 
m great hopes that all the family are kind to yon, from the 
good character I have heard of them If yon have any time 
to spare from yonr business, I hope you •will spend some 
part of it m readmg your Bible, and the Whole Duty ol 
Man. I pray for von daily, and there is nothing I desire 
more than my dear child’s happiness Remember that the 
more faithful you are in the discharge of your duty as a 
servant, the better you irill prosper if yon live to have a 
family of your own Tour father desires his blessing, and 
your brothers and sisters their kind love to yon. Heaven 
bless you, my dear child , and contmne to be a comfort to 
us aU, and particularly to yonr affectionate mother 


LETTER XZV 

TBOil AV AGED DAD7 11 THE COXll TBT, TO HER KIECE IN 
LO DO.?, OAnxiOVINO REP AGAINST KEEPING COJIPAKI 
WITH A OENXDERAN OP BAD CHAPAOTER 

Deap ITieoe, — The sincere love and affechon which 1 have 
for your indulgent father, and ever had for vonr virtuous 
mother, when she was alive, together with the tender regard 
I have for your future happiness and v elfare have prevanled 
on me rather to inform you by a letter than by word of 
mouth, concerning what I have heard of yonr unguarded 
conduct, and the too great freedoms you take with Jlr 
Lovelace You have been seen with him at the Play houses, 
in St James’s Park, and the Crystal Palace Don’t imagine 
that 1 write this from a principle of ill nature , it is on 
purpose to save you from rum , for, let me tell yon, your 
famibanly with him gives roe no small concern, as liis 
cliaracter is evtremelj ball, and as he has acted in the most 
nnt,enerous maimer to two or three virtuous young ladies of 
my acquaintance, who entertained too favourable an opmion 
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of hiB honour Tis possible, ts you hare no great fortune 
to expect, and he lias an uncle from whom he expects a 
considerable estate, that yon maa be tempted to imagine his 
addresses an offer to your advantage , bnt that is greatly to 
be questioned for I have heard that he is deep in debt, ns 
also that he Is pnvatelv engaged to a nch old widow at 
Chelsea In short, my dear, he is a perfect libertine, and 
IS ever boastmg of favours from onr weak sex, whose fond 
ness and frailty are the conskint topics of his railing and 
ridicule 

Let me prevail on von, dear niece, to avoid his company 
as jou would do that of a fiiadman, for notvnthstanding I 
stiU hope you are strictly virtuous, yet your good name may 
be irreparahlv lost by such open acts of imprudence I have 
no other motive but an unaffected zeal for your interest and 
welfare , I flatter myself you will not be offended with the 
liberty here taken, bv vour sincere friend and aflectionste 
aunt 


LETTER XXVI 

THE TOORO IiADT’s ANSWER 

Honourfd Madam — I received your letter, and vhen 1 
consider vour reasons for writing, thankfully acknowledge 
you my friend It is true I have been at those pubbc places 
you mention, along with Mr Lovelace, but was utterly 
Ignorant of his real character He did make me proposals 
of marriage , but I told him I would do nothing without mv 
father’s consent He came to visit me this naming, when 
I told him that a regard for my reputation obliged me never 
to see him any more, nor even to correspond wath him bv 
letter, and von may depend on my adlienng to that resolii 
tion In the meantime, I return you a thousand thanks for 
vour friendly advice I am sensible every young woman 
ought to be careful of her reputation, and constantly avoid 
"uch dangerous conipanv I shall leave London in about 
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BIX weeks, and will caU to see jou afiOr I have been at my 
father’s —I am, honoured madam, jour affectionate uieco 


LETTER XXVII 

FROM A TOOLG GEHTLEMAL, IL THE EhGLISH FACTORY AT 
LISBOA, TO HIS SIBTLR IN LONDON 

Dear Sister, — I am extremely obliged to you for the 
kmd present by the last packet, and likewise to heai of your 
marriage with lilr Bell I am very well settleii lu the 
factory, and the gentlemen ticat me with the greatest in 
dulgence IVe have often been told by our worthy father 
that popery is little belter than paganism , and I find it to be 
true ever since I settled in this city, where ignorauce, super 
sUtion, and even idolatry, seem to reign m the most sotercign 
manner, and that dreadful tribunal the Inquisition, exer 
cises such an unlimited authority over botli the bodies and i 
consciences of every person, that none dure utter their 
sentiments with freedom We see httle else in the streets 
besides the processions of priests and monks , nor any other 
public repieseutations except tue barhaious diiersioiis of 
bull fights, and the homd practice of hnmuig those unhappy 
people called heretics, whose greatest fault is often no more 
than speaking a word disrespectfully of the priests, or being 
absent one day from mass Happy are you, dear sister, to 
hve m a land of hberty I long to see you again, but the 
necessity I am under of acquiring a perfect know ledge of my 
bnsmess obliges me to put up with many things in their 
nature disagreeable 

I shall he glad to hear often from you, and that you may 
go on m a course of unmterrupted prosperity and happi 
ness, is the constant prayer of your affectionate brother 
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LETTER xxvni 

THE sister’s AKSWER 

Dear Brotrer, — It is now about two months since onr 
family lias been increased by the birth of a son, and 
Mr BeU has such a respect for you, that the child is 
called by your name I am glad to hear of the indiil 
geuce vou receive from the gentlemen of the factory, and 
I doubt not but yon iv ill continue to merit it Good sense 
and good manners uall aluays go liand in hand, and never 
fail in procuring respect The account you sent us of 
popish superstition is consistent with the notions I aluajs 
had of it, and I sincerely bless God that I am in a conntrv 
where true religion is taught, and every sort of persecution 
abhorred lour Aunt Barton is lately dead, and has left 
yon a considerable fortune, but I cannot at present mention 
the particulars , and indeed it is needless, as Mr Bell will 
communicate them to you as soon as possible In the mean 
time, dear brother, persevere in a umform course of virtue, 
which alone can secure your present and future happmess 
I have sent you a few presents, as also cloth for a suit of 
mourning for your late worthy aunt Your time will soon 
expire, when we shall be glad to see j ou once more n London, 
which IS the earnest prayer of your ever affectionate sister 


LETTER XXIX. ~ 

FROM A SAILOR AT PLTMOUTII, TO HIS WIFE IS LOMlOlf 

Dear Betif, — We are just returned from a cruise agamst 
the Spaniards, and have given them such a drubbing, that 1 
believe the Dons will soon be glad to make peace with Eng 
Land We have sunk two, and taken three of their ships, 
wherein is great treasure , but It wall be some time before 
we receive our prize money However, I have six months 
wages due, and have sent you an order, by which you wall 



TO AVB rBOU DUrI:nE^T PELATIO ,B 


21 


receive Hat the pyoEcc m Broad Street 

m a few dap Do sot be raieasy for me, ray dear, av 
Thope the war will soon he over, and I sWl bare the r ea 
sare, once more, to see you in London, there to ^^r.d tl 
remainder of my dap -I am y onr lomg husband till dca h 


letter SXX 

raou A loirvo wouas, a septam r; lo'vno'v, "■o ntn 

PAnESTS, DESIRISO TnEIB COSSETT TO HAPPr 

Hcaocred Fateee akd MomEr,— I hare smt this to 
infona you, that one Mr Wood, a young man, a caVnc, 
maher, baa paid hia addresses to me, and now offers mf 
tnamage 1 told bim 1 would do nothing -vithonl vonr ecu 
af'nt, and bare therefore sent tbis by Wilbam Jones, yonr 
neighbonr, who called on me, and he will inform \ on partioa 
latly of hia circumstances 

The young man has been set up in business about two 
years, and is very regular and sober Host people, m the 
neighbourhood esteem him, and his business is daily uicrcas 
mg I think I conld Uve extremely happy with him, bnt do 
not choose to give him my promise nntn 1 have first heard 
from yon 'Whatever answer you send shall be obeved by 
your affectionate daughter 




THE PABEVIS’ AWSWEP.. 

Dm Cmu),-We received your letter by Mr Jones, and 
e c aracler he gives of the yonng man is so agreeable, that 
ave no objection to yonr marrying lum, be-’ging that 

' , ( Other, you must Cither 
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bo bnppj or iniserible as long as ^ou Inc Tlicre art. inaut 
occurrences lu life in which the Iw'-t of iucii’b teiajitrs may 
bo rufUed, on account of losses or Jisapjtoiiitiiicnts , if your 
husband should at any time be so, ende iroui to inahc him 
as easy ns possible lie careful of ticrythiiig he commits to 
vour keeping , and uci or affect to appear sujicrior to your 
station, for although your circumstances may be easy, yet 
whilst in trade, you will find a continual want of money for 
dilfereut purjioses It is possible some of your more pohtt 
neighbours may despise you for a while, but they will be 
foixcd in the tiid to acknowledge ih it your conduct was con 
sistcnt with the duties of a mnmed state liut abotc all, 
remember your duty to God, and tlion you may cheerfully 
look for a blessing on your honest endeavours Jlay God 
direct you in everything for the best, is the sincsre prayer oi 
your loving father and mother 
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PART II 

LETTERS ON BUSINESS 


LETTER XXXn 

BJIOM A YOUhO MAN Jh mS COVhTRY, TO A JIEROHANI 111 
1/)1>D0V, OFlElinva COERESPONDESiCE 

Sir, — Jly apprenticeship mth Hr Wilson having ex 
pired, during which I had proofs of jour integrilj in all jour 
dealings Tvith my worthy master, my parents ha^e given 
me £200 to begin the world, — ^whicb, you know, is not 
sulEcient to carry on trade to any advantage That I may 
he able to sell my goods as cheap as possible, I would choose 
to have them from tlie first hand, and hkcwise the usual 
tune of credit If it is agreeable to you, I hereby offer my 
correspondence, not doubting but you will use me as well as 
you did Mr Wilson , and you may depend on my punctnahty 
with respect to payments 

hly late master has no objection to my setting up, as it 
will not be in the least prejudicial to his business I shall 
depend on your sending me the following order ns soon, and 
as cheap as possible, and am, sir, your humble servant 


LETTER XXXin 

THE lIERCnAM’S ARSWER. 

Sir, — Y ours I received, and am extremely glad to hear 
that your parents have enabled you to open a shop for your 
self Y'onr behaviour to your late master was such that it 
cannot fail of procuring you mauj customers I have sent 
(77J 3 
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,ou tilt, j ooja «itli (lie SlafTonl napqon, in l«cli'0 panc'j, 
mirl cil \ I , mill I (Iniilil nut but von ^ill lie puiictiiit in 
\oiir rctamn, nbieh lull enable rae nlnays to sene you ns 
li« in poi’Mb! and nitli the licit gooiia which I can procure 
I heart Ij Wish you success in busmcaa, and doubt not but 
a on well Know that honc>-tv and n'«idiiity are tlic moat likely 
iniaiis to insure it, and am aoiir obliged servant 


LETTER XXSrV 

rroj i roiri a ju < anion: a Asirn ihd LArmr nii n 

Sin, — I doubt not but aou baae hcanl of nir late aaortlia 
innilerB ileatb I liarcrcrred him as apprcntiia? and jour 
neain in above tarelvc vears, and ns inj inista s does not 
ell e to 'irrv on th" Imimc's, I have tikm the shop and 
rtoek 111 trade, and simll be plad to dial avith aim m tlie 
f imt manner lit did I have rent the encIoEcd order, for 
lavnient of such bills as an due, and you maa depend on 
piinctiialitr aaith rcpcclto the remainder, for ailiich pur 
(lO'-e let them be enterid as niv debt. Please to send tbe 
enclosed ortltr, and let tbe goods V the best }ou liiive , a hieh 
will oblige a our bumble seraant 


LETTER XXXV 
Tiir Avsaarn. 

Sin, — Yoiiis I reeoiaod, and amcstrcmela sorra to hear of 
the death of my pood friend, jour late master , but it the 
«amo time, pleased to find that lus business lias f illen into 
inch good bauds as } ours 1 on have doulde adv iiilaeo over 
a htrangtr, as you arc aaell ncquniiitcd both aailli a our late 
master’s trade and customers, aahich bj his dealings aaith me 
appear to bo very cxtensiac I have sent jour order in ten 
bales, marked 0 P, bj the Speedwell, of Hull, John Thomji- 



LFTTERS OK BUSINESS 


25 


6on, waster , and jou ■nill find tLem ns good and cheap aa 
any that are to be had in London I heartily thank you for 
your offered correspondenoo, and shall on all occasions uso 
you Tvith honour I ansh you all manner of success, and 
am, i.c 


LETTER XXXTI 

TO A CORRESPOVnrNT nCQUESTIhO THE PAVSIFNI! OF A SUM 
OP MON'ET 

Sin, — Although the balance of the account between us has 
been of long standing in ray farour, yet I would not hare 
applied to you at present, had not a very unexpected de 
maud been made upon me for a considerable sum, which, 
without your assistance, it is not in ray power to answer 
■When I have an opportunity of seeing you, I shall then inj 
form y on of the nature of this demand, and the necessity oi 
my discharging it I hope you will excuse me this freedom, 
which nothing but a regard to my credit and family could 
oblige me to take If it does not suit you to remit the 
whole, part will be thankfully received by your humble 
servant 


LETTER XXX V Jf. 

THE ANSWER 

Hia, — I have just received yours, and am sorry to hear of 
your affliction That the account between ns was not sooner 
settled, was owing to the failure of tw o principal creditors 
I have just received a remittance from Derby, and am 
greatly pleased that it is in mv power to answer the whole 
of your demand The balance between us is £250, foi 
which I haie sent enclosed an order on Mr Cash, the liankcr 
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I hope you will surmount this and every other difficulty, 
and am, vour sincere TieU wisher 


LETTER XXXVni 

FROM A lIEROnART AT LrOHOKN, TO A FRIEND IN LONDON, 
DFSIRINO Bill TO SELL SOME GOODS AND TUROHASE 
OTHERS 

Sir, — According to the agreement settled between us when 
I left England, I have sent, by the Chai ming Sally, Captain 
Johnson, twelve bales of raw silk, marked A Z, desiring jou 
to dispose of them to the best advantage , they are warranted 
good, as I examined every parcel separately, before they were 
scut on board. You will receive an order enclosed for seve 
ral different articles of British manufacture, to be sent by 
the first ship sailing for this port Let them be as good and 
cheap as you can possibly procure, as they are much wanted 
at present — I am, sir, your humble seiTant 


LETTER XXXIX. 

THE ANSWER 

Sir, — Tours I received, and the twelve bales marked A Z 
were dehvered at the Custom House I immediately adver 
tised them for sale at Caraway’s in twelve different lots, but 
they were all purchased by an eminent manufacturer in 
Spitalfields, for £940, which I have lodged m the bank in 
your name I have Lkewiso shipped on board ihi Despatch, 
Gaptam Hervey, the different articles which yon ordered. 
There are tw enty bales marked B M I am told they are the 
beat that can be had in London, and I donbt not of their 
giving satisfaction. — I am, sir, your humble servant 
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lETTEE XL 

AN CRGEM CEilAKDOF rATlIUKT 

Mr TnoiirsoH, — TLc exigence of my affairs compels me 
thus importiuntely, nay, peremptorily, to wntc to you 
Can yon think it possible to carry on business in the manner 
you act by mo 1 You knon sihat promises you Lave made, 
and hovr, from time to time, you have broken them. Can 
I therefore depend upon any new ones yon make ? If youj 
use others as you do me, how can yon think of carrying on 
business? If you do not, vi hat must I think of the man 
V ho deals worse by me than he does by others ? If you think 
you can trespass more upon me than you can on others, that 
is a very bad compliment to mv prudence, or your onn grati 
tudo, for surch good usage should bo entitled to the same 
In return I know how to allow for disappointments as well 
nsanvman but can a man bcdisappoiiited forever? Tradei 
IS so dependent a thing, that it cannot bo carried on without) 
mutnal punctuality Does not the merchant expect it from) 
mo for tlieso very goods I send you ? and can I make a return 
to him vMthout receiving it from vou? What can it ansvier 
to give you two years' ciedit, and then be at an uncertainty, 
for goods which I sell at a small piofit, and have only six 
months’ creilit for myself? Indeed, sir, this will never do, 

I must be more punctually used by you, or else must deal as 
little punctinUy with others , and then, nhat must be the , 
consequence ? In short, sir, I expect a handsome payment 
by the next return, and security for the remainder , as I am 
very loath to take any harsh measures to procure justice to 
myself, my family, and creditors — Sir, I nm, if it be not 
your own fault, y our faithful friend and 'crv>nt 
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letter XII 

IDE AifflTEB. 

Sir, — I advDowledge ■vnth gratitude the lerntr jon hare at 
all times sho-m, and mr hemg obliged to disappoint von so 
often gives me much uneasiness I do assure von, sir, that 
I am not so ungrateful as my conduct has given you reason 
to believe From the state of mv accounts von will find that 
the greatest part of mv property is m the hands of country 
dealers, who, although they seldom fail, yet their tunes of 
payment are very precarious and nncertairu However, to 
convmce you of mv integrity, I have sent by this davs 
post an order for £70, and next week von shall receive 
one much larger The remamder shall be sent m a verv 
short time I am determined for the future to make the 
/rules hud down m your excellent le‘ter a guide m mv deal 
mgs with those people whose dilatonness m making good 
their pavments to me obliged me to disappomt vou , and to 
convince "on farther of mvintecntv, the goods which I order, 

1 till the old account is paid off, shall be for ready money I 
I doubt not but yon will contmne to treat me with the same 
good usage as formerlv, and believe me to be unfeignedly 
vour ohbged, humble servant 


LETTEE XLEL 

FROU A TOCXO PErEOX IS TRADE TO A WHOLESALE DEALER, 
WHO HAD StTDDESLT HADE A DEHAVD 0 Hm 

Sir, — Tour demand commg verv nnexpectedlv, I mns* 
confess I am not prepared to answer it I know the statee 
'credit m this article used only to he four months , as it has 
been always the custom to allow at least two montlis more, 
I did not thmk yon would have sent for it till that time, 
and, conseqnentlv, trust*^ to a practice' so long established in 
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tnde Sir, I beg you uuU not suppose it is my deficiency ^ 
which hinders me from cnmnlnng with Tour..r.£qaest, nor > 
Bh-dl I ask any more than is usual If you will be pleased to| 
let your servant call this day three ^ceks for one half of the! 
sum, it shall be ready, and the remainder in a fortnight , 
after In the meantime, I beg that you unll not let any) 
vord shp concerning this, as very little will hurt a young| 
beginner Sir, you may take my word with the greatest 
safety, that I will pay you ns I have promised , and if you 
have any reason to demand the money sooner, be pleased to 
let me know, that if I have it not, I may borrow it , for if I 
have lost credit with you, I hope I have not done so with all j 
the world — 1 am, sir, your humble servant. 


LETTER XLUL 

s. 

THE AlISWER 

Sir, — There is no person in the world who would more 
willingly show every indulgence to a young beginner than J 
myself, and I am extremely sorry to press yon on the present J 
occasion, but I have reasons , and although it is not always 
either fair or prudent to mention them, yet you wall give me 
leave to ask the foUowang question 'Whether you have any 
dealings with a usurer near Moorfields, and w hat is his name 1 
If you give me satisfaction on this head, I shall not urge the f 
demand I have made upon you sooner than the time you } 
mention , but as it may be done at once, I expect your an 
Bwer by the bearer, whom you well know, for bo was, as he 
informs me, very lately your servant 
1 assure you, sir, it is in consideration of the great opinion 
I have of your integnty, that I refer the payment of my de 
mand to a simple answer to this question , but I fear that 
cannot be done- — I am your fnend and well washer 
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LETTER XUV 

SOLIOniNO THE LOAN OF llONET FEOlt A FRIEHP 

Dear Sir, — believe that ever since yon first knen mo, 
you will be ready to acknowledge, that no person was evei 
more bashful in asking favours than myself Indeed, I have 
ala ays considered it as more pleasing to an honest mind to con 
fer than to receive a favour , but an unexpected affliction in 
Uij family obliges me to solicit jonr assistance, by the loan 
of about £40 for siv months, but on this condition, that 
you can spare it without hurting yourself , for I would 
by no means choose that my fnend should suffer in his pro 
sent circumstances in order to oblige roe Indeed, sir, I 
was some days engaged amongst my acquaintances to raise 
the money, before I could prevail with myself to ask it from 
you , and that I have now done it, is from a principle far 
more noble than any lucrative motive, nor indeed would I 
have asked it at all, were I not morally certain of paying il 
at the time proposed I hope this will not give offence, and 
as I said before, if it is any way inconvenient, let me beg 
that you will refuse it — I am, sir, yours with the greatest 
sincerity 


LETTER XLV 

THE ANSWER 

Dear Sir, — I could not hesitate one moment in answer 
mg your letter , and had I known that my worthy friend had 
been m the want of the sum mentioned, I should never have 
put his unaffected modesty to the blush, by suffenng him to 
ask it, no, sir, the offer should have come from myself 
However, the sum is sent by the bearer , but let me beg that, 
if you consider me really as your fnend, you will suit the 
payment to your own circumstances without being confined 
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to a particular tune , and not only so, but that you irill bLe 
mse command my assistance in everything else v, herein I can 
serve you But lest you think me stnctly formal, I have 
hereby given you leave to draw on me to the amount of £200, 
or for any less sum, to be paid as is most suitable to your 
circumstances. 


LETTER XIVI 

rnoil A lEHAM 10 A LANDLORD, EXCTISINO DELAY OP 
PAYMENT 

Sir, — I have been your tenant above ten years in the house 
where I now bve, and you know that I never failed to pay 
my rent quarterly when due At present I am extremely 
sorry to mform )ou, that from a variety of losses and dis 
appointments, I am under tho necessity of begging that you 
will mdnlge me one quarter longer By that time I hope to 
have it in my power to answer your just demand, and the 
favour shall be ever gratefully acknowledged by your 
obedient, humble servant 


LETTER XLVIL 

THE AHSWER 

Sir,— I t was never my design to oppress yon I have had 
long trial of your honesty, and therefore you may rest per 
fectly satisfied concemmg your present request No demand 
shall be made by me upon you for rent until it suits you to 
pay It, for I am well convmced you wiU not keep it from 
me any longer — I am yours sincerely 
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LETTER XLVm 

FHOM a rOtIHTRT FARJtrn, 0 J TBF SAIIF OCOASIOh 

Ho^o^JnED Sin, — I ntn c'd.rcmelj- sorry, that through a 
variety of unforeseen accidents, I am obliged to wnto you on 
such a subject as this Tlio season last year a as bad, but I 
iras enabled to pay you This has turned out much orse, 
and it being so long before we could get the com home, it is 
not yet fit to be sold I only beg your patience about two 
months longer, when I hope to pay you faithfully with gra 
litnde. — I am, sir, your honest tenant, and bumble servant 


LETTER SLIX 

THE AKSWEIl 

Jin CtovEn, — I hope that, from tbeu bole of my conduct ever 
since you first became my tenant, you cannot bare reason to 
allege anything against me I nevortreated vou with rigour, 
as I ala ays considered you ns an industrious, honest man 
llahe yourself perfectly easy concerning the payment of your 
rent, till I come to the country in the summer, and if things 
be as you represent them (and I doubt not but they are), 
you may be assured of every reasonable indulgence — I am 
■vonrs 


LETTER L 

FKOU AK INBOtrFNT DEBTOR, TO HIS PRIKCIPAt OREDITOR, 
RFSPEOTINO TUF AOCEPTAROE OF A COMPOSITION 

Sir,— W hen I first entered upon business, I little thought 
Uiat ever I should be under the necessity of writing you on 
such a subject as this , but experience teaches me that it is 
much better to acknowledge the stale of affairs to my credi 
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tors thim put them to the expense of taking out a comiui^sion 
of bankruptcT To j ou, therefore, sir, as the person to whom 
I irn principally intliblcil, do I address mys'-lf on this incl 
ancholy ocuLCioD, and inuntfrc' Irnckiion ledge that iiivafTaira 
are very much perplexed I have thc’m tea icars i.a>-tcn 
dcaToureil to acquire something to myself, hut iii lain The 
variety of different articles nhich I have been obliged to sell 
on credit, and the lo'^ses •'Uvtaincd tlitrehy, al«a\s Itpt me 
in loi\ circumstances , and often when I paid vou iiioiicv, I 
had none left for the support of ms faiailr If \ou i ill be 
pleased to employ any prudent jitr^on to C' amine mv bool s, 
I doubt not but you will be coni meed that the whole of iny 
conduct has been consistent w iih the strictest nilcsof honesty , 
and if it shall appear so to vou, I must beg you will be 
pleased to c.ill a meeting of the creditors, and la\ it before 
thun I hare not spent any more than was ah'oluteh 
necesbary for the support of luy family, and crcrvthing re 
maining shall be delivered up YTlicn all this is done, 1 
hope you will accept of it, as it is not iii mv poa tr to do an 
more, and consider mo as one whose misfortunes call for pitv 
instead of resentment — I am, sir, vonr most huriblo ■-''r 
rant 


LETTER LI 
mr Assvrrr 

Sia, — It IS T ith the greatest concern that 1 have iveruFid 
vonr affecting letter, and should cmsider mvsclf as vt’-v 
cruel mdectl, if I refused tocomplv with a nqiicsl ‘■o laa 
eonablc as that made by you I have cmplweal a wo*thv 
person, n friend of mine, to examine vour l/ool s, he revui. 
of which shall immediately be laid !>• ‘‘orct! c other crcuito-*, 
and if it is as you reprc-mt, you need net 1“’ afraid of arv 
harsh usage I alnavs considered vou as a j ersen o'" the 
Ereatest integrity, and am determined to lav down a p! u 
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jonr future support In the meantime I have sent a tnfle 
to defray your expenses till the other affairs are settled, and 
am yonr sincere ivell ■nnsher 


LETTER in 

TROIS A TRADEEJIAK TO A WHOLESALE PEALEB, TO DELAY 
PAYirE'YT OP A SDM OF MOVEY 

Sib, — Jly note to yon will be parable in ten days, and 1 
am sorry to inform you, that although I have considerable 
sums in good hands, yet none of them are due these three 
wechs, which is all the time I require It is a favour I 
never asked of any one tiU this moment, and I hope for the 
future not to have any occasion to repeat it I am really dis 
tressed for your answer, but as proof of my sincentv, I have 
sent enclosed three notes subscribed by persons well known 
to yourself, and although they exceed my debt, yet I have 
no objection to your keeping them as seounty till due Let 
me beg to hear from you as soon as this comes to hand, v hich 
will greatly oblige your humble servant. 


EETTEE Lm 

THE ANSWER. 

Sir, — It was extremely fortunate for you that your letter 
arrived the day after it was written, for I was to have paid 
your note away yesterday, and I could not have had an op 
portumty of recalling it in time to have served you Indeea 
it was imprudent not to have communicated the news to me 
sooner, as your credit might have been greatly affected by 
such an unnecessary delay How ever, I impute it to your 
unwillingness to reveal the state of yonr affairs, and shall 
keep the note in my hands till your own becomes dne, and 
for that purpose have returned the others, not doubting hut 
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you will Bend me the money at the tune promised, which will 
greatly oblige j our Bincere well u jsher 


LETTEE LIV 

lEOU A YOTOO MAN WHO HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO SET UP 
IN BUSINESS, BUT DESTITUTE OF MONEY, TO A QENTIiEMAN 
OF REPUTED BENEVOLBNOE 

Honoured Sir, —When you look at the subscription, you 
will remember my serving yon with goods when I uas 
apprentice to Mr Hopkin, grocer, m the Strand I have 
been a bttle above two years out of my time, which was 
spent m Mr Hopkm’s service, and the greatest part of my 
wages have been given to support an aged mother confined 
to a sick bed Jlr Hopkin died about ten days ago , and 
having no family, his executors (who are almost strangen 
to me) are going to let the shop ily worthy master 
has left me £100 in his wall , but that is no way siiffi 
cient to purchase the stock m trade, nor will they give 
any longer credit than tw elve months Being well acquamted 
with the trade, as also the customers, and having such a 
fair prospect of setthng in business, I have presumed to lay 
it before you I have often heard of your wilhngness to serve 
those under difficulties, especially young people beginning 
the w orld If you approve of this, and will advance so much 
on my bond, payable in a limited time, it shall be as safe as 
if in the hands of your banker I shall be as frugal and 
mdustnous as possible, and the whole of my time shall be 
employed m the closest attendance on the duties of my station, 
and shall acknowledge your kindness with gratitude as long 
as I live m this world I hope this wiU not give any offence , 
and if yon give me leave, I vvill wait on you, along wnth one 
of the evecutors, that you may hear their proposals My 
character, as to honesty and fidehty, will bear the stnclest 
inquiry, as is testified in my late master’s will, as also by all 
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witli honi I have any deabnga — I am, honoured and orthj 
sir, your obedient humble servant 


LETTER LV 

THE OENTLEMAn’S ALSWER 

Sir, — I liave just received yours Although much indis 
posed Mith the gout yet I could not hesitate one moment in 
sending an answer There is such an unaffected simplicity 
nins through the v hole of your letter, that I am strongly 
inclined to comply uith jour request, and happy shall I 
think myself if vour honest endeavours are attended with 
the desired success You need not give j ourself the trouble 
of calling on me, lest it should interfere uith your business 
I viU either call on jou tomorrow, or send a friend to 
inquire into the particul irs In the meantime it gives me 
the greatest pleasure to hear that you hare not been v anting 
m filial duty to an aged parent, and uhile jou continue to 
act consistently vith the principles, and regulate your con 
duct bv the practice of virtue, j ou will have great reason to 
expect the dinne blessing on -ohatever jou undertake. 
Trade is of a verj precarious nature, and if not attended to 
■mth assiduity and regularity, generally involves those 
engaged in it in the greatest difficulty, if not rum Let me 
beg, therefore, that uhen you become a master, you will 
avoid mis-mg in company with those who spend their time 
and substance in the fashionable fojlies of the present age 
Such practices are inconsistent mth the busmess of a trades 
man , and I am afraid that it is greatlj owing to such that 
M e see the Gazette so often filled with the names of bankrupts, 
who, if they had attended with assiduity to the duties of 
that station in which Providence had placed them, might 
have been a comfort to their families, and an honour to their 
Ihffeient piofessions But althoogh I have no fears con 
oeming your iiitegnty, jet the best of men aaunot be too 
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oflcn rtmuidcd of tboir dutj — T am, sir, your sincere a ell 
n isbcr 


LETTEE LVI 

TUE SERVANT OF A VrnOLrSl.LE DEALER TO HIS MASTFS 
Ji LONDON, OIMNO AN ACCOCM OF HIS OnSTOMERS IN 
THE CODNTRV 

Sir, — I have vioited Ibe several towns between tbis and 
London wbere any of your custoracis reside, and altbougb 
they complain much of Ibedecaj of trade, jcttbeir payments 
and orders have been ns w ell ns coidd reasonably be expected , 
and indeed I think trade is beginning to reviie I have tbc 
pltnsure to inform vou tliat in tbc places wberc I baic been 
there is nolanj appearance of filling and tbc people baie 
been so ■well plc*i‘-cd with jour goods md fair dealings that I 
bare obtained inane now orders I have likewise rccciicd a 
disidend of tw oh e shillings in the pound of tbc effects of M r 
Unmbnek the linen draper, atDcrbj, and there is still some 
thing remaining, so tliat, upon tbc whole, lour loss wall not 
be so great as was at first expected I have finished your 
busmess in this town, and set off to morrow for Liieriiool, 
where I shall expect to bear from you, if you ha\o any 
thing particular to transact before I return, aud am, willi 
duty and respect, your obedient and faithful servant 


LETTER LVn 

inr ALSWER 

Mr Trdlman, — I recciicd jours dated fid instant at 
Alanchester, and am extremely glad to hear of your success 
Indeed it has, ns you observed, been greater than I expected 
I am much pleased with jour honest fidelity in transacting 
mj business with so much tire and industry , and as you 
iiov are at Liverjiool, I sliall t ike this opportunity of intrust 
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Leen deceived 1 am much Letter in mv health than m her 
I left London, ilthouth ifc is not perftctlj re established, 
but I hope it Hill be so in a shortlime Concemiiig the 
Atnencan order, I am o'ctremely glad to hoar of it — not 
only on my account, but also of trade in general Their 
credit, to be sure, is long , but I h onld rather trust to our 
brethren in that part of the uorld tuo jcars,tliau those u ho 
aie our natural enemies one month ou mav gue ordeis for 
''^e different goods h anted to be got leady as soon ns possible, 
and before they are completed I hope to be m toivn I am 
much pleased to hear that all mj servants are concerned for 
my welfare, as it will at all times give me the greatest iiappi j 
ness to make their situations as comfortable as possible — 1 
am your affectionate master 


LEXTER LX 

KEcoMMLaniaa a hai snav At t 

Sip,--The bearer has served me v, ith intcgiity and fidelity 
these three years, but having a desire to settle in London, he 
left mj house about a week ago, and by a letter received from 
him this day, I find vou arc willing to employ him on my 
recommendation, and it is n ith the greatest pleasure I complyi 
H ith this request His behaviour, w hile vv itli me, a as strictly 
honest, sober, and diligent , and I doubt not but it vv ill be the 
same nith you I have sent this enclosed in one to himseli, 
and if you employ him, 1 hope he w J1 give satisfaction — I 
am, sir, your humble servant 


LETTER LXr 

THE ANSWER, 

Sir, — I received your obliging letter in recommendation f 
of the young man, and, in consequence of that have takenl 
tnj 4 
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him into my familj I iloubt not, from I'hit voti say, cl 
his pi'iiig satisf ictioij, nnil you may he assured of Jus being 
trcalcil ■nitli hninaiiits* and rcnanlcd nccordingto his merit. 
— 1 am sour liiimhle tersant 


LETTER LXII 

rnoM A cou^Tnr snopKLi prn to itis mirM) iv lospo 

DESIIIISO HIM TO SIND SOME OOODS 

I Sii, — Tlint friendship which we contracted in our south 
I IS not set, I liope, abated, although Prosidenco lias placeii 
ns mans miles distant from each other I liasc heard of 
your Buecess la London, and it is ssitli ple.asure I can assure 
jou that I am coiiifortablj settled here Rut sou h.iio\v that 
our returns arc slow, and profits smallj and therefore, hosi 
lescr sMlling, I am not in circumstances Fufiicicnt to defras 
:tlie csiionsc of a joumoj to London, in order to purcliact 
goods at the Jiesl Imtid, sslnch ssotild be ntteiidpd ssitli some 
loss, besides a considerable cepense Reiving, therefore on 
jour former fncndsliip, I base presumed to solicit your 
assistance to purchase from time to time s-hat goods I mas 
hajipen to want from London, for sihicli an order shall be 
remitted on delis cry At present 1 base onh sent for a fess 
articles, as you si ill see by the enclosed I doubt not of 
your getting them ns good and cheap ns possible, and if 
there is anything I can do to serve you in this part of the 
country, you may depend on its being executed siath tlie 
utmost fidelity and despatch — I am, sir, vour sincere friend 


LETTER LXm 

THE AXSWEa 


Sir, — Yours I received, and am extremely glad to hear of 
your bemc comfortably settled There is a pleasure in 



lETTDlS ON lir«IM5S 


n 


loo! in? bick to tlio t mouthful iHri. «c fjeiit togctJicr in | 
Iianakw amuicvnciit, anil it gois me fercat plcaMirc to UiiiiU | 
lliat I Live it in toy po«Lr to Ite lu nii\ nay of service to jn\ ' 
fncnJ The gocxls you ordered arc tent by rub aj, diroitcd 
to \ou Til' \ are gooil and na cLcap ns any to lie bad in 
London, and I hoix: you will lie acoiiEidcnble gamer \\ itb 
rc jicct to your Lind offer of Ferricc I heartily tliaiik vou 
and tball, as ocrwion requires, trouble aou vatli tomctlmif, 
of that nature In tlie mcanlirac, be sure to command me m 
everythuig ultereiu I can terve lou as it uiU give lit 
preatast pltasure to your sincere friend 


LETTEP LXIV 

rno' > coctxnr siiorrrurn to a nrAirn ts losnoa, 
com tAi 1 0 or tiii. tui> >es3 of ms noons 

— d\licn I first Ingan to correspond uitb yon, it u a* i 
my fiitd resolution to act uitn integrity and Jioiiour, e\ [ 
ivfcling iho same ui return 1 must, indeed, coiifc«s lliai 
the goods you sfot to tuc some time ago, acre as good ns iiiv 
I could purcbaiMJ from another, and to far I had not any 
reason to coiiipl tin lint nou the case is quite diCTcrent thci 
t'~o Is'l farccla sou sent me arc so bad liiat I dare not offeii 
Ihi’to to my customers 1 am, therefore, obliged to tell you, 
that ntilai^B you r-cud me others in llicirroom, I must either 
uithdrau niv corrcs|iondencc, or deal uilh eoihc other hrm 
lou may cliooso si Inch you please, and let me lio„ to hasc 
your aiisncr by return of post, as I am in immediate uani 
of these goods, and in danger of losing my customers Ls a 
delay — In doing so yon uill oblige, He 


LETTER LX7 
Tnr A sirrr 

'■IR, — I received yours, and am estremcly sorrv to hear 
the good" sent vou were bo bad Bv some inisiale my str 
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vanls liavc :na(^^e^teDtlJ• sent some goods I liad in my -n-are- 
house, not intended for any of mj customers, for uhich 1 
am extremely sorry , but, in order to make yon amends, I 
send, by this daj 's goods train, those ai hich I had onginally 
intended for you, at my omi expense I hope you will 
excuse this, and be assured jou shall never be served msuch 
a manner for the future — I am, sir, your humble servant 


LETTER IXVL 

FROM A TRADEsMAL IV DISTRFSSEI) OIROUMSTAhCl S, DrSIItlha 
A LETTER OF LICENCE 

Sir, — It IS noiv above ten years since I first bad dealings 
aiith you, and dunng that time you a ell knon that my pay 
Tuents vrere regular , but at present I am sorry that ray 
affairs are so perplexed, that it is not in my power to comply 
anth the just demands of my creditors, nor even to pay 
them anything until my affairs are settled , for that reason, 
sir, I baae sent to vou, desiring a letter of licence for only 
tarelvo months, in avhicb time I hope to bo able to settle my 
iffairs to their satisfaction , but if they avill not comply avith 
this, I am utterly ruined Tour answer is impatiently 
expected by your obetbent, humble servant 


LETTER LXVn 

THE ALSaVER 

biB, — Yours I rece red, and am extremely sorry to hear 
that your circumstances are so embarrassed. In order to 
complv with your request, I c.allcd a meeting of the creditors, 
and I doubt not but they wiD agree to a proposal so fair and 
reasonable, of which I shall giic you notice — 1 am, sir, 
yonr rc.al fnend 
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PART III 

LETTERS ON LOVE, COURTSHIP, AND 
MARRIAGE 


LETTER LXVni 

FROM A TOCKG GF iTLEJIAN TO A tAJ)T TTHOJr UF IS 

I . lorr 

JIadau, — I Lttc tlircff times nttcniotcd to gne \ou a 
Tcrbal rehtion of tbe contents of tbis letter , but my heart 
Ins as often failed I Ioiot not in what liglit it niaa be 
considered, only if I can form any notion of inv ov n heart, 
from the impression made on it by your many amiable 
aoeomplisbraoiits, mv b ippinccs in this norld v ill in a great 
measure, depend on your answer 1 am not precipitate, 
madam, nor would I desire jour hand if sour heart did npt 
accompany it AIj circumElanccs are independent, and my 
character hitherto unblemished, of which jou shall have the 
mo'-t undoubted proof You have already seen some of mj 
relations at jour aunts in Rond Street, particularly my 
mother, with wfibra I now live Your aunt will inform sou 
coneeming our family, and if it is to your s-itiofactioii, I 
shall not only consider mvsclf as extremely happj, hut shall 
also mahe it the principal study of my future life to spend 
m% days in the companj of her whom 1 prefer to all others 
in the world I shall r ait fer vonr answer with the utmost 
impatience, and am, madam, jonr real admirer 


LETTER LXrX 
THE ladt’s Axswrn 

Sir, — I received your letter last night, and as it was on s 
subject I bad not jet any thoughts of, jou v ill not wonder 
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when I tell yon I n as a good deal surprised Although I 
ha-\e seen you at dilFerent times, yet I had not the most dis 
tant thought of your making proposals of such a nature 
Those of your sex have often asserted that i\e are fond ol 
flattery, and mightily pleased to be praised , I shall, there 
fore, suppose it true, and excuse you for those fulsome 
encomiums bestoued upon me in your letter , but am 
afraid, were I to comply with your proposals, you would 
soon be convinced that the charms yon mention, and seem to 
value so much, are merely extenor appearances, which, hke 
the summer flower, will very soon fade, and aU those mighty 
professions of love w ill end at last either in indifference, or, 
which IS worse, disgust You desire me to inquire of my 
aunt concerning your character and family You must 
excuse me when I tell you that I am obliged to decline 
making any such inquiry However, ns your behaviour 
when in my company was always agreeable, I shall treat 
you with as much respect as is consistent with common 
decorum lly worthy guardian, Mr Melvil, is now at his 
seat in Devonshire, and his conduct to me has been so much 
hke that of a parent, that I don t choose to take one step in 
an affair of such importance without both his consent and 
approbation An appearance of sincerity runs through your 
letter, but there is one particular to which I have a very 
strong objection, — it is this you say that yon live along with 
your mother, yet you don’t say you have either communi 
cated your sentiments to her, or to your other relations 
I must freely and honestly tell you, that ns I would not 
disobhge my own relations, so neither t ould I, on any con 
sideration, admit of any addresses contrary to the inclination 
of sours If you can clear up this to my satisfaction, 1 shall 
send you a more explicit answer, and am, sir, your most 
obedient, humble servant 
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LETTER LXX 

THE 0E^TI^11A^S ANSWER TO THE ARO\r 

Dear Madaji, — I rclurn you n thonsoiid lliinks for vour 
letter, and it is uilb the greatest pleasure that I can clear 
up to your satisfaction that matter you douhted of Ltforo 
I wrote to yon, I communicated the affair to m\ two cousins, 
but had not courage sufhciciit to mention it to my mother, 
however, tlial is now over, and nothing, shes lys would give 
her greater pleasure than to see me married to a vouna lady 
of your amiable character, nay, so far is she from haling 
anv objections, that she would have waited on yon ns tho 
bearer of tins, bad I not persuaded ber against it, as «1id baa 
been these three days afflicted with a pcicrt cold, and 1 was 
"fratd that if she had ventured nhroad so soon, it might he 
attended with dangerous consequences Riit, to coinineo 
lou of my sincerity, she has sent tlio enclosed, written with 
her own hand, and whatoicrin ii bo the contents, I solemnly 
assure you that I am totally ignorant, e\ccpt tint slio told 
me It was in approbatfoii of iny suit If you will give mo 
leave tu wait on you, I shall (hen he aide to c\plain things 
more particularly — I am, dear inadiini, your real lover 


LETTER LXXI 

snow ini TOUNO or tlehan's siothi r to the \ouno evdt 

Dear Miss, — If you find anything in these lines im 
properly written, you will candidly excuse it, as coming from 
the hands of a parent in behalf of an only bclovid and 
dutiful son 

j\Iy dear Ch irles has told rac tliat you Imvc made such an 
impression on him, that he knows not how to ho hajipv in 
any one else, and it gives me great happiness to find that ho 
has placed bis affections on so worthy an object. Indoi >1, it 
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his been mypnncipil study to instruct him in the principles 
of our holy religion, srell knowing that those who do not 
fear God will never pay any regard to domestic duties His 
dear father died when his son u as only ten mouths old, and 
being deprned of the paient, all mj consolation was that I 
bad bis image left in the son. I nursed him with all Ibe 
tenderness possible, and eien taught him to read and write 
When he was of proper age I sent him to a boarding school 
and afterwauls to the university W4nlst he was prosecuting 
his studies, I was constantly employed in recommending him 
to the care of that God w hose eyes behold all his creatures, 
and wall reward and punish according to their merit. Ever 
since his retuin from Oicford he has resided constantly with 
me, and his conduct to every one with whom he has had 
any connection hath been equal to my utmost washes jU 
present, my clear miss, I am in a very sickly condition, and 
although I line concealed it from him, yet, in all humji 
probability my time in this world wall not be long Escnse 
the indulgent pai'tiality of a mother, when I tell you, that 
it IS my real opinion, yon c.an never place your affections on 
a more woitliy young man than mv son He is endowed 
with moie leal worth than thousands of others whom I 
have know n , and I have been told of instances of his bene 
volence which he has indastiiously concealed I have onlv 
to add further, that the onh worldly consideration now upon 
my mind is to see him happily ina’aied, and tlien my whole 
attention shall he fixed on that place where I hope to enjoy 
eternal felicity — I am, dear miss, yonr sincere well wisher 


LETTER LXXn 
xnr rooso ladts Ahswpii 

Madam, — 1 w ill excuse the fondness of a tender mother 
for her only child Before I received yours, I had heard an 
a.'xmunt of yonr unaffected piety, and the many accomplish 
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taeut'i of vour son , so lint I wis no suriiri'ccl at 
vou say concerning Liin I do assure a on, inadara, tbal I 
would pnJi.r an alli incc n ith yon before even nob Jitj itself, 
and I think it must bo my own fault if c\er I repent calling 
\nu mother I nas going to say that you had known but 
fcT pleasures in this life to be deprived of your husband bo 
soon, and the T''st of your life spent under so jtana infinm 
ties But vour letter ccnvances me that you have felt more 
re d pleasure in the jir’etiee of virtue and resignation to the 
dmne will, than ever can be bad in an\, nay, even the 
greatest temporal enjoyments I have sent enclosed a few 
lines to vour son, to which I refer yon for a more cvplioit 
answer, and iin, madam, your sincere well ' ishcr 


LETTER LXXin 

THE Toe ,0 ladt'b a sum to nun Lo\tn 

Sin,— I received vours, together with one enclosed from 
your mother, and congritulale vou on the happiness yon 
you have h id in being brought up under so pious, so indul 
gent a parent I hope that her conduct will he a puiUcni 
for vou to cojij after in the vholc of vour future life , it is 
virtue alone, sir, which can mal e vou happv \Vith respect 
to mvEclf, I freely acl now ledge that I have not at prc'cnt 
anv reason to reject yonr uffer, although 1 cannot give you a 
positive answer until I have first consulted with mygiuardian 
Monday next I kcI ont for liis seal in Devonshire, from 
whence you may be 'urc of hearing from me as soon ns 
po'-'-ihlc, and am, your einceie well wisher 

LETTER LSXIV 

FROM Tin SAUF 

f 

Sin, — In my last 1 told you that you should hear from mo 
xs Boon ns possible, and therefore I now sit down to fulfil 
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wj promise I commnmcated vour proposal to 3Ir ilelnl, 
who, after he had wntten to his correspondent m London, 
told me as follows — 

“ Miss, I have inquired concerning the young gentleman, 
and the information I have received is snch, that I not only 
approve of jour choice, bnt must also confes':, that if I did 
not do everything in my power to forward your union, I 
should be acting contrarvto the request of your father when 
he lay on Ins death bed You mat,’ said he, "communicate 
this to your lover as soon as jou please and may hinpiness 
attend you both in time and in eternity ’ 

And now, sir, have I not told you enough 1 some might 
thmk too much , but I am determined to begin with as 
much sincenty ns I could practise if standing in the presence 
of my Jfaker To expect the same from you is reasonable , 
I look for it, and shall be verv unhapiy if disappointed 
But I w ill hope the best, and doubt not but the rebgions 
education bestowed on yon by your worthy mother will 
operate in the whole of your future conduct in bfe 
L ou mav, therefore, la\ aside the tedious formality of court- 
ship, and write to me ns one with whom you intend to spend 
your time in this w orld 

Ever ance mv arrival here mv time lias been spent in 
visiting, alone the woods the fields, and cottage-, meditating 
on the unbounded goodness of the Almightv Creator How 
miinite is his wacdom, how unbounded his liberality i 
everything in nature conspires to exalt his praise, and 
acknowledge watb gratitude their dependence on him But 
I will not tire you wath such dull descriptions of real 
beauties Present mv sincere respects to your worthy 
mother I hope she gets the better of her disonler, and be 
assured that I am, yours and hers, with the greatest alfeo- 
tiou 
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LETTER LXXV 

Tnr T0«\0 QESTLEiSAN S A SWTR. 

Mr DEAR AroeLj— la tlicre any medium between pleasure 
and painl can mourning and imrth be reconciled! Mill mj 
dear ebanner believe tint, whilst I nas reading her letter 
with the greatest pleasure, 1 was shedding tears for an afice 
Uonatc parent? Thus divine Providence thinks proper to 
miv some gall with our portion in life It is impossible for 
me to describe tlie vanetv of passions non struggling in mj 
breast — Ten thousand blessings to my charmer, on the one 
hand, and as many tears to a beloa ed parent, on the other 
I conceived a notion of two impossibilities , one of whicb I 
am obliged to slnigglo with, the other, thanks to you, is 
over I thought I could not live nithout m\ dear and 
hononred mother, nor enjoy one moment’s comfort unless I 
could call you mine 1 but I am now obliged to submit to the 
one, nhilst I have the pleasing prospect of being in posses 
Sion of the other Will my dear sjanpathire nith me, or 
nail she bear Mitli human passions? and although all raj hope 
of temporal happiness is coiitcreil in jou, jet I doubt not but 
you will eveu^e ray shwlding a tear o\er the rciiiams of i 
dear parent, nhom I am now going to commit to the tomb 
Aty dear creature, Meie it possible for me to describe the 
many virtues of that Morthj womau nlio is non no more, 
JOU Mould draw a veil o\cr the partialitj of filial duty Her 
last Mords Mere these “ Mj dear child, I am now going to 
pay that debt imposed on the Mhole human race in conse 
qucncc of our first parent’s disoliedicncc You know what 
iDstmctiona 1 have given you from time to time , and let 
me beg of you to adhere to them so far ns they are consis 
tent Math tie Mill of trod, revealed in his Mord Alay 
you be happj in the possession of that young lady on whom 
JOU have placed your affections , but may both you and she 
remember that real happiness is not to be found in this 
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w orld , and you must consider your bfe m this ivorld as" 
merely a state of probation. To the Almighty God I re 
commend you — ” 

She was going on i\hen the thread of life •nas broken, and 
she ceased to eaist Such -nas the last end of my dear 
mothei, nhose remains are to be interred this evening , and 
as soon as I can settle everything with her executors, I will 
(as it were) fly to meet you. God grant that our happiness 
m this life may conduce towards promoting our everlasting 
felicity heieafter — I am as before, yours while life reraams 


LETTER LXXVI 

rnoai the lady, aubb maubiaoe, to deb codbin, 

UKlIABBIED 

Dfab Cousin,— I have now clnaiiged my name, and mstead 
ol liberty must subscribe wife What an ankvard expres 
Sion, say some ' how pleasing, say others ' but let that be 
as it may, I have been married to my dear Charles these 
three months, and I can freely acknowledge that I never 
knew happiness till now To have a leal fnend to whom 1 
can communicate my secrets, and who on all occasions is 
ready to sympathize with me, is v hat I never befoie expe 
rienced All these benefits, my dear cousin, I have met 
with in my beloved husband His principal care seems to 
be, to do evervthing possible to please me , and is there not 
Bomethmg called duty incumbent on me 1 Perhaps you will 
laugh at the woid duty, and say that it imports something 
like slavery , but nothing is more false , for even the hfe of 
a servant is as pleasant as any other, when he obeys from 
motives of love instead of fear For my own part, my dear, 

I cannot say that I am unwillmg to be obedient, and yet I 
am not commanded to be so by my liusband 1 You have 
often spoken contemptuously of the manaage state and 1 
belieie your reasons were, that most of those whom you - 
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knew ■neie unhappy, but that is an erroneous "^ay of 
judging It nas designed by the Almighty that men and 
women should liie together in a state of society, that they 
should become mutual helps to each other , and if the) aie 
blessed with children, to assist each other m givang them a 
Mrtuous education Let me therefore beg that my dear 
cousin will no longer despise that state for which she was 
designed, and which is calculated to make her happy But 
then, my dear, there are two sorts of men you must 
studiously avoid, I mean misers and rahcs The first w ill 
take eaery opportunitj of abridging your necessary expenses, 
and the second wriU leave you nothmg for a subsistence The 
first, by his penunonsness, wall cause you to suflTer from 
imaginary w ants , the second, by his prodigality , wall make 
you a real beggar But your own good sense wul point out 
the propnetyof what I have mentioned Let me beg th it 
YOU wiU come and spend a few weeks with us, and if you 
have any taste for rural and domestic life, I doubt not but 
you will be pleased —I am your afifectiouate cousin 


LETTEE IXXVn 

FROM A YOUNG MEROnAM IK LONDON TO A WIDOW LADY IV 
THE COUNTRY 

SIadam, — F\er since I saw you at the Welb, when I was 
on a journey to Bnstol, my mind has been continually rumi 
natmg on your many accomplishments And although it is 
possible this may be rejected, yet I can no longer conceal a 
passion which has preyed upon my spirits these six w eeks 
1 have been settled in business about three years , my 
success has been equal to my expectations, and is likewise 
incieasmg Sty family is respectable, though not nch , and 
as to the disparity of our ages, a few years will not make 
any difference where the affections are placed on so worthy 
an object I can only say, madam, that I prefer you to all 
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the young ladies I have seen, and if business continues to 
mcrease, I shall be greatly m want of one of your prudence 
to manage my domestic affairs Be assured, madam, that 
whatever time I can spare from the necessary duties of my 
profession, shall be deioted to jour company, and everv 
endeavour used to make your life agreeable and happy As 
}on have relations in London, they will give jou every 
necessary information concerning my character and circum 
stances, although I have not the pleasure of being knoivn to 
them If you will favour me uith an answer to this, it 
will be ever esteemed as a particular favour, and aoknou 
ledged inth the sincerest respect by your real admirer 


LETTER LXXVm 

Tilt lacy’s LETTER TO HER DROTHEB, At ATIORLPY It THE 
TEHPLB, OOKOERMKO THE ABOVE 

Dear Brother, — You know that in all affiirs of import 
nnce I have constantly acted by your advice, as I am still 
determined to do , and therefore have sent you enclosed the 
copy of a letter which I received by the post from a young 
gentleman in London, uhom I have seen at the Wells His 
behaviour there was polite without affectation, and an air of 
sincentv appeared in all he said With respect to the sub 
lect he uTites of, I will give you my own thoughts, and 
delay sending an answer until I have had your opinion 
I am at least a dozen years older than he is, and possibh 
love, contracted where there is such difference m the ages of 
parties, may terminate in want of respect on one side, and 
jealousy on the other At present I am so pestered with 
rakes and coxcombs, that I would almost willingly give mj 
hand to the first worthy person that offers Indeed, I have 
another reason for entering into the marriage state, and that 
IS, I would choose, as I advance m yeais, to have a friend 
to u bom I might at all times be able to open my mind with 
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freedom, and «lio ^ould treat me •nith that tenderness to 
'sliicb my sex entitles me I Lave been a ^ridoNr els yearr, 
and whatever others may eav, I have found it attended with 
manv inconTenicnces, and far from that pleading life mans 
are ready to imagine But after all, I will be directed 
br you, as the only real friend to whom I can apply , if you 
think proper you mav inquire and nhen I hear from you I 
will send him an answer — I am your affectionate sister 


LETTER IXEIX. 

THE nnoTiiEp’s a sittr. 

Dear Sister, — I am glad to hear of your prudence in not 
being over hasty m an affair of so great importance, and upon 
which your happiness or miserv in this world will inentablv 
depend Tour reasons against remaining any longer in a 
state of widowhood I much approre of, and it will give me 
gieat pleasure to promote your interest and happiness as far 
as I am able I hare inquired concerning Jlr Morton, an 1 
everv one gives him an excellent character I hare hkemsc 
conversed -mtli him, and find he is a verv sensible youn^, 
man As to your objection concerning dispanty of age, I do 
not think it has any great weight , and, upon the whole, I 
have but one reason against your union, and that is, that 
thf-re IS nothing more precarious than commerce, and the 
merchaut w ho to-day has uniiniited credit, may be to morrow 
in the Gazette I do not urge this in order to prevent your 
happiness, but onlj that, wliilst you are free, you mav take 
such measures as to secure a sufficiency against the worst 
I would by no means dissuade you from complving wath his 
request, as he seems everv way worthy of your choice, and I 
rcallv think it mav he for jour mutual happiness These, 
dear sister, are ray sentiments concerning this affair, bu> 
lemember I 'eave it entirely to vourself, not doubtmg but 
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vou Will proceed ^ith the same prudence you Lave begun — 
I am your affectionate bi other 
P S — I would advise you to nrite to the young gentleman 
BE soon as possible 


- LETTER I.XXX 

FHOII THE LADY TO IIK MORTOV 

SiRj — I received your letter, and mj reason for delajung 
an ansa er u as, that I wanted first to consult my brother, 
whose opimon I received yesterday I freely acknowledge 
tliat yon are far from being disagreeable, and the advan 
tage on your part with respect to accomplishments is, I 
think, supenor to that of mine But these are small matters 
w hen compared w ith what is absolutely necessai7 to make 
the mamage state happy , I mean, a union of minds Neither 
of us have had many opportunities of conversing together, 
and when we had, yon did not mention anytbmg of this I 
have no objection to maiTying, were I assured of being no 
w oi-se than at present , but there is such a vaiaety of unfore 
seen accidents daily happening m this world, and all con 
spirmg together to promote dissensions in families, that we 
can never be too careful how to fix our choice I shall not, 
sir, from what I have seen of your behaviour and heard of 
your character, have any objection to your request, but I 
confess I am afraid you have rather been too precipitate in 
your choice , and although my person may have engaged 
your attention, yet I am afraid all those charms you so much 
extol, are not sufficient to keep yon loyal to the marriage 
vow But I wall hope the best, and believe you as virtuous 
as you are represented , nor give my hand to any other but 
yourself In the meantime, I shall he glad to hear that you 
contmue your visits to my brother , you will find him one 
of the most worthy persons you ever conversed watli, and 
much esteemed for his knowledge in the law I have now 
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giTcn you leave to \vnte as often as you please, ns I hope all 
voor letters ill be ngrceable , and as for the time fixed for 
anything else, I shall leave it entirely to be settled by your 
self and my brother, and am, dear sir, j ours sincerely 


LETTEE LXXXI 

FKOV A TOnSQ GEMLEUA’;, IK rxrECTATIDh OF AS PSTATt 
FROM nis rESURIOCS OKCLE, TO A TOtTSO LADT OF SMALL 
FORTCSE, DESIBISO llER TO LLOFL UITU UIM TO SCOT 
LALD 

Mr Dear SIaria, — hly uncle s laying bis injunctions upon 
me to see you no more, baa onh served to add fuel to my 
passion I cannot live n ithout you, and if you persist m 
refusing to comply, I am miserable for ever 1 pay no re- 
gard to hia threatcnmgs, when put m competition nitli the 
love I have for you Don't be afraid of poverlv , if he 
should continue inexorable, I have still education sufiicicnl 
to procure a genteel employment in one of the pubhc offices, 
a here I may nse to preferment Therefore, if ever you 
loved me, let me beg that yon will not iiiahc me any longei 
unhappy Let me entreat you, bv all that’s dear, that you 
V. ill comply M ith mv request, and meet me at sir on Sunday 
evenmg, at the back door of the garden, whore a chaise and 
four vnU be ready I sball fly on Ibe wings of love to meet 
mv charmer, and be happy in her embraces for ever — I am 
your dear lover 


, LETTEE LXX2IL 

the LADl 3 pkudem axstteb 

Sir, — Though thoroughly conscious in this act 1 make a 
' breach of those laws said to be laid down for lovers, espe 
Cl dly such of our sex as would rather be celebrated for a 
IJ7) j 
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romantic turn of mmd, than for what is far more preferable, 
a prudent decorum , jet I cannot be persuaded but there 
may occur such a crisis, as may make it consistent with the 
strictest rules of honour and justice, which at least ought to 
be put m the balance, and outweigh whatever custom may 
have prescribed That such a cnsis now exists, your letter 
and former concurring testimomes make manifest For I 
have too high an opimon of your integnty to doubt their 
tiuth , and believe me, when I assure jou most solemnly, I 
place their validity to that account, and not to a mistaken 
notion or consciousness of my own merit No, sir, 'tis from 
a too sensible conviction of your own injurious error of your 
passion, I have been induced to commit this violence to my 
sea I had almost made my sentiments conjure you to de 
Bist, ere it be too late, in the pursuit of a passion, that 
cannot but bring with it a tram of mevitable miseries, smee 
It must be attended with the violation of your duty to that 
relation to whom you are bound to pay implicit obedience, 
by the laws of nature, gratitude, and Heaven, I will not 
offend your delicacy, m urgmg those of mterest and depend 
ency, though each consideration ought to have its weight 
against makmg a sacnfice of it to an impetuous passion for 
one, whose smgle desert is, that she dreads your indigence 
more than she regrets that of the — Unfortunate 


LETTER LXXXUI 

FROM A TOUNO OFFICER IK THE AKMT, TO A GEMLEMAn’s 
DAUGHTER, WITH WHOM HE IS IN LOVE 

Dear Sophia, — When our regiment received orders to 
march from Sahsbury, I was almost m a state of distracbon 
To be forced to leave her who is already in possession of my 
heart, and separated to such a distance, had almost induced 
mo to gn e up raj commission , nor have I any resource left but 
that of the pen After a long and tedious march we arrived 
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here, where we are to remain till nest summer But alas < 
bon insignificant ore all the allorements of the place, and 
the gaiety of fellow ofiicers, when compared mth the pleas 
mg moments spent in your company Hon long, my dear, 
must I be unhappy 1 TV ill not your sympathizmg nature 
pity my distracted mind ? How lamenting the thought, that 
whilst I am wntmg this, some more fortunate lover may be 
mailing his addresses to my charmer, and eien obtaining a 
place m her heart ? But what am I saymg ? TVhither does 
my delirium dnre me 1 No, my angel ' I know the gene 
rosity of your nature. I dare not suspect j our sincerity, 
and will Ehll believe you are mine The prmcipal gentlemen 
in Manchester mntcd the officers of our regiment to a ball, 
and nU but myself considered the entertamment as a very 
great honour , each danced with his partner, as I was told. 
In order to avoid the company without givmg offence, I 
mounted guard for the day, and enjoj cd myself, either think 
mg of you, or convcrsmg with the soldiers 
According to my promise, I have sent this enclosed to your 
father, and I doubt not of his being Burpnsed, unless you 
have mentioned it to him. I am impatient for bis answer ay 
well as vours. JIj undo has promised to procure me prefer 
ment as soon as the Parliament meets Adieu, my charmer , 
let me hear from you immediately — I am yours for ever 


LETTER LXXSIV 

THE OFFICER S LCTIER TO IDE LADF’s FATHER 

Hosoueed Sir, — Your generosity to me whilst our regi 
ment lay at Salisbury, wdl ever lay me under the highest 
obligations , but at present I have something of a more im 
portant nature to communicate, upon which all my happiness 
tr misery in this world depends, and your answer will either 
Eocure the one or hasten the other 
The many amiable accomplishments of your beloved Sophia 
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Stole insensibly on my heart, and I found myself pas-iionatclj 
in lore, before I ivas able to make a declaration of seuti 
ments, nor did I do so until ive n ere ordered to mavcb I 
hope j on Mill forgive my not mentioning it to you I was 
really so much agitated as scarce to be able to attend my 
dutj I doubt not but one of your sensibiliti knoMSM-liat 
It 13 to be in love. Your daughter, I frcclj acknon ledge, is 
adorned mth so many virtues, tint she is entitled to the 
best husliand m England , and although I date not hope to 
merit that appellation, yet I miU make it mj constant duty 
to promote her happiness 

I have often told jou that mj parents ibcd whilst I Mas 
joung, and left me to the care of an uncle lately returned 
f'om the East Indies, where he liad acquired a considei'’hle 
fortune My luchiuation led me to the army, and my uncle 
procured me a commission Ever since he has treated me 

hiB otvn son, and being a bachelor, has made a will in my 

faiour lie is now a member of Parkamcni for T , and 

b IS given me luave to choose a uifg for myself, intbout anv 
other qualification besides virtue I have untten to him 
concerning your daughter, and lus answer is, that he shall 
tonsider me as extremely happy m bemg connected with so 
worthy a family as yours I hope youwiU have no objection 
to my being in the army It was originally my own choice, 
and I doubt not of nsing in time to the command of a rcgi 
mint There is a sort of reverential fear upon the mind, 
w liilst I am writing to so worthy a person as tho father of 
iny beloved Sophia Dear sir, excuse my aonth, and tho 
violence of my passion Let me hog your answer, and oh, 
let It contain your approb ition — I am, honoured sir, jours 
nith tho greatest respect 



tETTEn? ‘■'T U)TZ, COirET=niPj AVD UATinijiGL fS 


LETTEE T.\~XX 7 

THE TOCKG LADT S AirSVT:P TC JJEP LOTTE. 

Deae Billt, — i\otraore welcome is the appearance of an 
inn to a dreary traveller, than your Lind letter v^as to me 
Bat hov IS it possible that you should harbour the least 
suspicion of my fideht" ? Does my Billy imagine that I 
would sufTer the addres::e3 of any fop or coxcomb after I was 
bound in the most solemn manner, I mean hr promise , and 
be acsu-c-ii, I pay the same regard to my word as my oath. 
If there is ever an obstruction to our lo“e, it mnst arise 
from vourself Jfy affections are too permanently fixed ever 
to be removed from the beloved object , and my happmess 
or misery '-ill he m proportion to yonr conduct The en 
closed from my father will, I hope, be agreeable , I have not 
seen it, and therefore can only judge of its contents by the 
conversation last night at supper When your letter was 
delivered, my honoured father was extremely ill of a cold, so 
that I did not debver it to him till the next morning at 
breakfast , he retired to his closet to read it, and at dinner 
told me he would debver me an answer in the evemng 
Accordmgly, after supper, and the servant having retired, 
the best of parents spoke as follows — ‘'Jly dear child, from 
the principle of that education which you ha-e received, I 
doubt not but you must be convinced that it is my duty to 
promote your interest as far as I am able and how far my 
conduct as a father has been consistent with that rule, I 
appeal to i ourself , your own conscience will witness whether 
I have not at all times studied to promote your interest, and 
it 13 with pleasure that I now sav that yonr filial duty was 
equal to my highest wishes With respect to the subject of 
the letter you gave me this morning, I can only say that I 
have no objection to yonr complying with the young gen- 
tleman’s request, as I think it may be for your mutual hup- 
pinesa Indeeil, I had some suspicion of it hcfore he left 
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this phce , but being ivell convinced of his merit, I ■n-is 
almost assured no step of that nature ivould bo taken with 
out my consen*^ That consent you now have, and even my 
approbation Jfay you both be as happy as I wish , I desire 
no more ” Here the good man stopped , tears hmdered him 
from proceeding, and me from making n reply A scene of 
tenderness ensued, which von may feel, although I cannot 
describe it His own letter mil convince you, and yon may 
make what use of it yon please 
I cannot conclude without mentioning your conduct at the 
Manchester ball Were there none among so many beauties 
able to attract your notice ? and wiU yon at all times prefer 
my company to tliat of the gay and beautiful 1 I will hope 
so, and happy shall I be if not disappointed In hopes of 
heanng from yon soon, I shall subsenbe myself, yours for 
ever 


LETTER LXXXVI 

THE father's Aaswrn to the tounq oemeejian 

Mr Dfar Yoma Fnirsn, — Ever since I had the pleasure 
of your conversation, I considered you as a young gentleman 
of real ment, who would not be guilty of an ungenerou" 
action, and to that was owing not only the respect I always 
treated you with, but also the indulgence to converse freely 
with my daughter I can easily cveuse vour not commum 
eating your sentiments to me before you left this phce Tour 
ardour was somewhat preapitate, and, ns von well observe, 
I know what it is to be in love The account of your uncle 
and familv I know to be true, for I met mth that worthy 
person who is your benefactor a few days ago, at the Red 
Lion in this city, and he confirms the truth of all yon have 
written Jly dear sir, if ever you live to be a father, you 
will know what I feel on the present occasion a mllmgness 
to give her to you, from a firm persuasion of your merit , 
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•uid anvictv for her prc'=crrNlioi), from *i convfclioii in mt 
own mind thnl there is nothing pomnncnt in tins -norh! 
However, sir, you have wy free con'cnt (n inariN nv r! ihl, 
and may diviiie Prondcncc be your guide in titc whole of 
your progreas through this life I Mvlll state of health rerac” 
as 11 monitor to inform me, that my time in this world 'mII W 
but short , and tlicrc is nothing wonld give me grca'i-r pirn 
sure than to sec mv dear Sophia bappil" seltl«l Ix-forr ! 
retire to the land of forgelfulnc's, -irf e re Ihf ^‘ir}fd ffn > 
from troiAfws, and t'-hre Oie ffnri; m c at rert How great 
sir, 13 the charge which I corariit to your care , the imagu of 
a beloved wife long since dead, and tbe hope of mv ilecli imp 
years ! Her cilucation has b^cn con<=islont with her nnh m 
life, and her conduct I nity virtuous I lave no* the l(n>-i 
doubt of her conjugal dnly, and your ftlin* v, in acting con 
fonnablv to the chancier of a husband Upon that suj po. 
Eilion I leave her cnlirclv to you, niid as soon as von can 
ohlam leave from the colonel, 1 shall expect to ‘C' von at this 
place, to receive from my hands all that is d<nr to me in the 
world Your nncle has Iilomsc promises! to l>c here, so that 
all things are according to your profissed vsirhcs— I am 
sir, vours sincerely 


LETTER IXXXVn 

VPOSt A VOCNO MAS OAST OUT ov itis AriPTSTicnsmi , :o 

ms swrrTriEaiiT, a sppv apt in Tiir nnoHimcniicoii 

DrAr Sailt, — I have been long in love with vou, biiiwa* 
afraid to tell yon When I go w ith you to the pari s, I am 
almost like a fool, and altogether unfit for conit>anv 1 
think of vou all day, and at night 1 dream of mv dear Sallr 
I am well scltlcd jn work^ and mv vvagci nrc eighteen 
ehiUinga a week You and 1 can live on that, nnd 1 slmll 
unng it home nnlondicd on Satunla) evening And I uill 
not go to any ale house, but, as soonnsiuy wnrl is done 
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return home to my deirly beloved Silly I hope, my deir, 
you vrill not benngiy, for I am really in love I cannot be 
hippy unless you are mine I was afraid to mention this to 
you, but if you will leave an answer at my lodgings, I wiU 
meet you next Sunday, after dinner, at the Shepherd and 
Shepheiiless, when we wiU take n^ walk to Hornsey House 
and drink tea How hippy shall I be to hear from -my 
charmer , hut a thousand times more to think she will be 
mine ! — I am, my dear, your real lover 


LETTER LXXXVni 

IHE ANSWER 

Hear Jack, — I received your very kmd letter, but I 
don’t know what to say in ansuer Although I would be 
glad to marry, yet you men are so deceiving, that there is 
no such thing as trusting you There is Tom Timber the 
carpenter, and Jack Hammer the smith, who have been 
married about sis months, and eveiy night come home 
tipsy, and beat their wives What a miserable life is that. 
Jack I and how do I know but you may be as bad to me ’> 
how do I know but you, like them, may get tipsy every 
night, and beat me black and blue before morning? I do 
assure you. Jack, If I thought that would be the case, I 
would scrub floors and scour sauce pans as long as I live 
But possibly you may not be so bad, for there is Will 
Copper the brazier, and Jack Trotter the assman, who are 
both very happy with their wives , they are both home 
bringing husbands, and have eveiy day a hot joint of meat, 
and a pot of beer I know not yet what I should do , but 
ns I like a u alk to Hornsey, I will meet you at the Shepherd 
and Shepherdess on Sunday after dinner, and then we w ill 
talk more of the matter — I am, dear Jack, your most 
obedient sei vant. ' 
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LETTER LXXXIX 

FROM A GEMLEMAN TO A LADY 

JLadam, — It ■nas 1 question among the Stoics, whether 
the whole of human life afforded most pleasure or pain'! For 
my own part, I have always wished to consider things in the 
fairest light, but I often find my resolution weahened and 
when I tlimk to act the philosopher, I feel rajself nothing 
but a man When my late wife died, about two years ago, 
I proposed making the tour of England, that by mixing with 
strangers, my thoughts might he led from fruitless reflection 
on the loss I liad sustained, — a loss which none hut myself 
knows It IS true, it has been so far successful, that it has 
taught me two things first, resignation to the will of 
Heaven , and, secondly, that I am still unhappy in the want 
of a female partner The agreeable company at the house of 
your worthy brother, obhged me to spend more time at 
York than I at first intended , nor did I know, until I had 
proceeded some miles, that I should be obliged once more to 
return In short, madam, I am a second time in love , aid 
although j on may be disposed to laugh, yet I assure you 
that I am in real earnest , your own dear self is the object 
But perhaps you wall ask. How happens all this ? I 
answer, that I cannot tell how it happens But I am really 
fond of domestic life, and am once more resolved to alter my 
condition I cannot flatter, and I think both you and I 
have Ined long enough to judge for ourselves Tliere was 
something pleased me much in the prudent manner you 
conducted the affairs of your brother’s house , but, as he is 
on the point of hemg married, that employment wall cease 
when the other event takes place I did not hear that yon 
were engaged by promise to any other , and as yon have 
heard something concerning my family, character, and 
circumstances, yon are more able to judge whether my 
present proposals are for your interest In case you have 
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iny objections to my baring children, I can only say that 
they Mali he easily answered I hare told you before that I 
hare onlj twoyonng daughters, now at a boarding school, 
and I have settled each of their mamage portions, and the 
remainder is entirely for mjself, and irithont being any real 
picjudice to my children, is more than sufficient for us both 
As to the common objection against being a step mother, I 
think it may be easily answered, when I tell you that my 
children will treat you with all manner of respect I do not 
imagine you can esteem me the worse for loving my children 
I hare too good an opinion of yon to think so , and as for 
the odious appellations usually thrown out against step 
mothers, they can only he considered by a lady of jour 
sensibility as the effect of prejudice, operating upon vulgar 
minds, occasioned by the conduct of some inhuman wretches 
who are a disgrace to society, and who would have acted in 
the same manner had they been placed in another station of 
life Your own good sense will point out the propriety of 
what I say From what I hare written, you will be able to 
judge whether or not the proposals I have now made are 
apparently for your real advantage AIL that I desire is, to 
live m amity and fnendsliip with the w oman on whom I 
have placed my affections, as long ns I am in the world 
Everything in my pow er shall be exerted to make you as 
happy as possible, ns I think, if I am not mistaken, ereij 
part of your conduct will entitle yon to deserve it I hope 
you will not defer sending me an answer, as I shall wait for 
it with the utmost impatience — I am, madam, yours 
sincerely and affectionately 


LETTEB XC 

THE LADX’S A^SWER. 

Sib, — I have just received your letter, and for my own 
part must say, that you have acted the philosopher extremely 
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well I thought that love letters had not usually been 
extracted from Seneca or Epictetus , but -why do I ivonder, 
when even a lady now alive went through the drudgery of 
learning the Greek language, in order to acquire the honour 
of bemg the translator of the latter However, she has got 
far enough, and I have not any intention of following her, 
but shall consider my lover s philosophical letter 
Whilst you remained at our bouse, I must acknowledge 
that your company v os agreeable , and your assiduity to 
please arose from a consciousness of your merit as a gentle 
man, although, at that time, neither my brother nor myself 
had the most distant thoughts of ever hearing such a 
proposal as your letter contains. It is our common practice 
to entertam strangers in the same manner we did you, 
which IS consistent with old English hospitahty, and some- 
thing like the conduct of the ancient patnarchs 
The proposals which you have sent me are of too 
senous a nature to be treated hghtly, they require 
to be considered wuth the greatest attention, especially 
as a wrong step of that sort not only destroys all hopes 
of temporal happmess, but what is infinitely worse, often 
endangers that which is eternal I doubt not but you have 
seen many fatal mstances of this melancholy truth, namely, 
— That those who were bound by the most solemn engage 
ments to go hand in hand through affluence and poverty, 
have often prevented the one, and hasten those afiSictions 
inseparablj connected mth the other The consideration of 
those things presents us with a glarmg proof of the corrup 
tion of human nature in general, and particularly its most 
desirable state, pretended conjugal fehcity The causes from 
which unhappmess arises m families are various , and al 
though I never was a wife, yet I have seen many fatal in 
stances of their permcious effects Ton yourself seem to be 
aware of this, m the objections staled in your letter , and 
although I have convincmg proofs that your circumstances 
are cousistent with your representation of them yet the 
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second otuection is not so easily ansirered, nor, indeed, have 
you done it to my Eatisfiction. Your answers to the com 
mon objection made against step mothers are altogether 
rational , they are wLat reason wtII at all times dictate, and 
prudence on eveiy occasion require , bnt you anil eccuse me 
if I tell von Eincerelv that even in the opimon of the thmk 
mg part of the world, the life of a step mother is far more 
disagreeable than yon endeavour to persuade me. All eves 
are upon them, and even their virtues are often construed 
into fanlts. I acknowledge that it could never enter mto 
the mind of a rational creature (I mean one who is really so) 
that a woman should trrannize over two orphans, for no 
other rea-on save only that their mother was their father s 
former mfe This would prove her gniltv of three of 
the most odious crimes capable of being committed m the 
conjugal state first, mhnmanity to the deceased mother 
secondly, cruelty to the snrnrmg children , and lastly, a 
total disrespect for the husband , for what woman would 
esteem the man, or nhat regard conld she thmk he would 
have for her children, if he did not treat, or cause to be 
treated with tenderness, those oho were bom of a woman 
equally dear to him as herself] But yon know, sir, that we 
live m the world, and few, I believe, would choose to have 
their lives rendered unhappy, if they could possibly avoid it 
Your chain '■ter, circumstances, and accomphsliments might 
entitle von to a much better wife than me , but I confess 
the above reasons weigh stronglv m my mmd agamst such a 
connection , and unless they were answered more to my 
satisfaction than what you have already done, I should 
choose St '1 to remam as I am In the meantime, I shall be 
gud at all times to he.ar from yon, and am your smeere 
well wisher 
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lETTBB, XCI 

THE OEMIiEMAn’S REPLT 

Madah, — I have alwajs thought that there are none more 
read} to condemn the conduct of otliers than those n ho ai e 
most guilty themselves, and of this j our letter is a con 
vincing proof Do not he sui'prised, for I am really m 
earnest You have accused me of acting the philosopher, 
whilst yon seem much better acquainted with those sages 
than myself But pray, madam, is it any great fault to 
nrite a lo~e letter in a serious strain 1 or should everything 
ou that subject he only a jumhie of incoherent nonsense 
Should the lover ducst himself of the man, and, because he 
prefers a woman to the rest of the sex, must he act the pai t 
of a fool to obtain her? I dare ventnre to saj you mil 
ansvier in the negative Your letter contains so many 
prudential reasons for refusing my offers, that I should be 
stupid indeed if I did not consider them as the result of a 
veil informed judgment, All the objection I have against 
them is, that they appear too much grounded on popular 
censure I heheie you are well acquainted with the world, 
and you know that the best actions have been misrepre 
sented, and the most amiable characters traduced Nor has 
this been confined to any one single station in life , it has 
diffused itself through them all , and although its baneful 
mflnence has often rendered innocence miserable, yet the 
prudent will despise it with that contempt it so lustly 
merits Virtue is its own reward , and happiness, — 

“ Deaf to folly 'b call, 

Attends the music of the mind.” 

Whilst a woman of your great good sense has the answer of 
a good conscience in approbation of your conauct, how 
insignificant mast the envious censure of malice appear, 
when compaied with real peace of mind ' Indeed, I ttunl: 
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you have earned jour objections against being a step moth 
rather too far, and I think I shall not be gndty of blasphem 
vhen I call jour refinement of sentiment false ddicat 
However, as I said before, I am reallj in earnest , and if 
have not formed an eironeous judgment, you are the on 
person I have yet coniei'sed uith, smee I became a vidowe 
with whom I think I can live happy And will yo 
madam, be so cruel as to remam obstmate m rejectmg n 
suit I do not think it is consistent with youi good natur 
and although I think it is beneath a generous mind 
purchase a wafe, yet I shall be w lUing to make your sett! 
ment equal to your wishes, besides a sufficiency for yo: 
childien, if w e should be blessed with anj Y our answer 
this is impatiently expected by your real admirer 


LETTBE XCn. 

FBOII THE LADr IN ANSWER 

Sir, — I perused yom letter, and begin to be afiaid that 
have tampered with you too long, to conceal the real sent 
ments of my mind from one so justlj entitled to know the 
as you are My objections, I assure you, sir, were not tl 
ofiect of levity, but arose from the most mature deliberatioi 
nor would I, on any account, impose on the man to whom 
intended to give mj hand, and consequently my heart Th 
would have been a crime, attended with more aggravatu 
circumstances than any which you have mentioned, and le' 
entitled to an excuse Hypocrisy is the same under whi 
ever character it appears, and the person who is guilty of 
in the smallest matter, will be equallj so m the greates 
Your answer to my objections are altogether satisfactor 
and I am now convmced that I maj be your w ife, and at t! 
same time, at least a nommal mother to your children, ■ 
w ell as my own, yet I mav still be named by the aboi 
appellation. However, as your person, company, and coi 
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verfNiion ai\! -isrocablc, tied your clianct:r stinds utum 
PlicLlJ, I am almost tndined to try tint hf<., to eLidi 1 
Lave been hitherto a stranger It is, 1 issuro you, with 
diffidence and if attended vrith any nnfaTOuraWe arcum 
sLin^xs, nny ]ic.5sihly be more my fault tlm youra V^c 
cannet feresce future events, and arc lliertforc obliged to 
leave them to the direction of an unerring Providence i 
shall thci-cffirc not d 'tain you any longer, but only inform 
you that iny brother was married yesterday to 3li‘=3 Bright , 
may cvciy happiness atUnd them b- Ih in time and eternity 
You ■RiU 'Cweive a letter enclosed from him, and you may b" 
a-cured that I haac not non any oljection to l)cm„ connected 
vith you for life The time fircl for that period depends 
entirely on your own choice and appoiiiliiicul, ard 1 thin! 
you cannot rcasonabl de -ire more All (hni. I CApcct, nav, 
all lliat I desire, 13 onlv to U. treated coIltI^tenlly uith the 
professions you have alrcads made If fo, I Uiiuk I cannot 
fad of Uicg as happy as is ronsiEtcnt with the Elate of affairs 
ID this world, and I do not look for inira'lcs ^is you viU 
doubllc 3 1*0 moeh hurried before you set out foi London, 
one letter more will bo EuCicienl until I tec you, in the 
-otantime may you rest conUnt md happy — I am, Ac, 


LETTER XCIIL 
THE nroinEr’s LEuniu 

Sia, — I Ino" not of any gentleman who ever honoured 
me with his conipam, for whom I have a greater regard 
than yourself, and the agreeable hours we have Epent to 
getber cannot be cqual'ed uide s they arc repe-ited. VTlicn 
I read your Cnt letter to my aislcr, I confiidcrcd your pro 
poral of marriage as the highest honour that possibly could 
bo conferred on ou~ family , and yet, without partiality, I 
firmly believe that the woman to whom you ha\L yiaid your 
ftJdre‘'‘'efi lias niont equal to nny in the lorld She returned 
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from the boaiding school about ten years ago, since \ihich 
tune she has snpenntended the affairs of my family, and 
conducted them Mith such prudence as is seldom met mth 
m one of her years JIanj offers have been made to her by 
gentlemen in our neighbourhood, but their characters were 
so totally opposite to her sentiments, that she rejected them 
■mth the utmost disdain, although apparently beneficiah 
llj sister, sir, has much more refined notions than to pay 
any more regard to affluence than what would procure her 
an independent subsistence , and too great a regard to her 
conscience than to sacnfice her peace of mind to enjoy the 
greatest earthly grandeur To use her own words, she 
considers riches as laying her under additional obligation to 
act for the good of her fellow creatures, as a faithful steward 
of that Almighty Being who has declared that he will exact 
a strict account from lus creatures in what manner they 
have used those gifts which his unbounded hberahty ins 
bestowed Her leisure houis have been spent in reading 
and w hen I have met with her in the garden, or in the fields, 
she has constantly in her hand either hlilton Thomson, or 
Young, but most frequently the Utile. It may possibly 
occur to your thoughts, that what I hare said in commenda 
tion of a beloved sister arises from a fraternal affection, 
but I do assure you, that I could not help repeating her 
many accomplisliments, were yon an utter stranger, and 
even a married man A person destitute of virtue and 
sensibihty might remam ignorant for ever of my sister’s 
ments , but by one of your worth, I doubt not but they w ill 
be estimated according to their real value Light and dark 
ness cannot dw ell together , nor can those of opposite tempers 
ever be happy , but where there is an intelleotual, as well 
as a corporeal union, nothing in this life can interfere w ith the 
rational enjoy ments Butlhadalmostforgotthatlamwnting 
to one who is well acquainted with these things , nor should 
I liave enlarged so much, had I not regarded yourfnendbliip 
and interest on the one hand, and my sister’s happiness on 
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llie other \ct, noL to dttnm you logger, im con--cnt for n 
happ^ union is not oiilj at your Knice, hut as I £.uJ before, 
I fhail consider it as a very happy eveiu , hut I have not 
the lead doubt of your ever rci'cnting of ^our choice 1 
have heard th it your secular afaira call f< i your attend nice 
in London, ■ohen tlio'-e are s' ttleJ, 1 blull be glad to hear 
from yon, and liken iso of my sister mid you btinc happily 
joined in marriage, lU the mcantmie she is at iin bou=o, 
V here you may freely correspond, and am, eour well 
wisher 


LETTER XerV 

rrOM Tl'E CE TLEJItN, AlTEr ms AW UAL IN LOI 1>0-, TO 
THE LAM IN THE COIMIIV 

Mt Dnin, — For so I mn't nov call you I arrived hero 
last night, and embrace tins opportunity of wrilinj, 

What a busv place is London ’ what a laru ty of strange 
faces, and a conlinual hurry of business, the citucns ae 
quinng fortunes by trade, whilst tlic nobiliti and gentry are 
squandering awa\ tho"t estates left them hv then ancestors, 
out such Ips always becu the conduct of ii aiikind in trading 
nation*! One rows, aiiollier reaps, wlulst a third enjovs the 
fruit of their labour her my own jcxrt, I am iieitl cr fond 
of gaictv nor suhtude In nil things tlicre u a medium, 
which ought to be prcferreil to firemcs A ‘udden cleia 
lion to afiluenco or graudeur, nud n sudden fall from eit'ici, 
art cquatlj dangerous , tlic one too often jdi nges tlie person 
into all sorts of immonlity,Mrliilst the cfic-cl of the other is 
commoid" dc!-pe ir 1 \ oulJ choose In spe id throe mouths 
men jcar in London, and the remainder in the country 
This is im opinion, it is a more nit onal sehcinc tli in the 
present mode of continnally hurryniig from pd ico to jd ice, 
without c\cr relishing the jde-asurc of any But I Imd 
almost forgot to whom T ora writing As soon as I hate 

fI71 6 
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settled inyiitTiirs here, 17111011 mil take up about lliree neeks, 
I mtonJ going to Windsor to visit mj daughters at the 
boarding school, and fiom thence hasten to jour brothei’s, 
uhen I hope that union mil take place that must terminate 
onlj' nith our hies I have emploved mj attorney to diaw 
up articles of jointure foi you, and which I shall bnng along 
mth^e, to be signed in the presence of jour fnends I 
hope jour biother and his spouse aie well, I received his 
evcellent letter, and heartily thank lum for the contents - 
I am, my dear, yours sincerely and affectionately 


iETTER XCV 

FROM A 01 SILEMAN TO UIS BlTROTIlED, LATELT REOOVEnLD 
FROM SIOKLESS 

Sir Dear, — This day’s post has just brought me thejojfuJ 
nows of your happy recoiery The indispensable necessity 
I uas under of attending ray business at this place, hindeied 
me from beholding on a sick bed all that is dear to me in 
the world, but I need not persuade you to believe this, as 1 
hope you have had sufficient proofs of mj fidebty , and uhat 
I have suffered on account of your illness may be felt but not 
expressed When I took the letter into my hand, I trembled 
and possibl) should have been depmed of courage to open 
it, had not the seal been red To one oppressed uith fear, 
the smallest matter yields a glimpse of hope I opened the 
letter, and jou may easily imagine uhat uas inj joy, when, 
mstead of reading an account of jour death, it contained the 
delightful neus of your jecoiery ivntten bv jour father 
Ah < thought I, my charmer is still weak, or she u ould not 
inie emplojed another hand This led me to fear a relapse , 
but I hope that God, whose great mercy has presen ed you 
hitherto, will peifect your recoverj You are constantly in 
my thoughts, and I pray for you every daj That I may 
once moie be happy lu seeing you, I hare sent for mj biother 
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tr ^ mr business during mr abtense. I bun 

Lsn^ in about Ibree dais trhen nothing but sickness sbaU 
p-erent mv ccming You tv-iU rcctire b- the tram a small 
pared crntoming some of the neTest rattems, b-oth of silk 
aci laces, together mth some other things. Such tn£es are 
scarce 'rorth menLonmg , but I hope yon ivtII accept them 
as a tesumonv of my sincere lore to her trhoTa m a feur 
months I hope to call lay own. Present mv duty to vour 
honoured parents ana believe me to be, vuth the greatest 
Einceniy, your ever arcCLiona'e lever 


LETTER XCVL 

FSOi: A "ICH Torvo GE\XltEKA*r, 70 A EEACriVTL vorSG 
mar whe 'to roETtrsx. 

Miss Sophia, — It is a general reSo-ctioa asamst tne 
manners of the present age that carnage is onJv cons’dered 
as on® of those methods by whicn a-nnoe mav be satisnai. 
and porertT decreased that neither the cbarac*er nor ac- 
caaphs.hinents of the woman are much regarded, her merit 
being estimated by the thousands of her fortune. 1 ackno— 
ledge that the aomsation is too tme, and to that may be 
as-ribed manv tmhapp- matches we dail" meet •nth, for 
how 13 it possible tha* those should ever have the same 
anection for each other, wno were forced to ccmplr vntn 
te-ms lo which the" had the utmost ave-aon, as if they had 
h-een allowed to consul' their own inclinations, and give their 
h-'nds where thev have engaged their hearts 3 Formyo—n 
pa-t, I have been alwavs determined to consult my inclma 
tictns —here there is the least appearance of hapnmess , and 
having an easy independency, am no' anxious about increas- 
ing it, being well oinvinced, that in all states the middl® 
one IS best, — I mean, nmther poverty nor nebes, wb'cn leads 
me to the discoreij of a passion which I have long endea 
veered to conceal 
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Tlie opportimities winch I have had of conversation W7th 

yon at Lady B ’s have at last convinced me that merit and 

riches are far from beingxonuected, and that a w oman may 
have those quahBcations necessary to adorn her sev, although 
adveise fortune has demed her money I am sure that all 
those virtues necessary to make me happy in the maniage 
slate are centred m you, and whatever objection you have 
to my pei-sou, jet I hope there can be none to my cha 
lacter, if jou will consent to be mme, it shall be mj con 
slant study to make your life agreeable, and under the endear 
lug character of husband, endeavour to supply your early 
loss of the best of parents I shall expect your answer as 
soon as possible, for I wait for it with the utmost impatience 
• — I am youi affectionate lover 


LETTEE XCVII 

THE TOUbQ IiADr S AbSlVEB. 

Sib, — 1 leceived jour letter yesterday, and gratitude for 
the geneious proposal which you have made obliges me to 
thank you heartily for the contents 
As I have no objection to either your person or character, 
you wall give me leave to deal sincerely, and state those things 
which at present bear great weight with me, and perhaps 
must ever remain unanswered, and hinder me from entering 
mto that state to which I have not the least aversion 
Tou well know (at least I imagine so) that the pioposal 
you have made to me is a secret both to your relations and 
friends , and would you desire me to rush precipitately into 
the marriage state, where I have the greatest reason to fear 
that I should be looked upon with contempt, bj those whom 
nature had connected me with? I should consider mj self 
obliged to promote the hajipinejs of my husband , and how 
consistent would a step of tk it nature b'e with such a re 
solution? Tou know that I was left an orphan, and had it 
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not been for the pious care of Lady B , must have been 

brought up in a state of senitude You hnon that I haie 
no fortune , and u ere I to accept of your offer it would hj 
me under such obligations as must destroy my liberty Qra 
titude and love are tu o very different things The one sup 
poses a benefit received, u hereas the other is a free act of 
the will Suppose me raised to the joiut possession of your 
fortune, could I call it mine unless I had brought you some 
thing as an equivalent 1 or have I not great reason to feai 
that you yourself may consider me as under obligations in 
consistent av ith the character of a wife 1 I achnowledge the 
great generosity of yonr offer, and would consider mj self highly 
honoured could I prevail with myself to prefer the enjoyment 
of an affluent fortune to peace of mmd But as I have been 
very sincere m my ausuer, so let me beg that yon will en 
deavour to eradicate a passion, which, if nourished longer, 
mav prove fatal to us both — I am, sir, n ith the greatest re- 
spect, &c 


LETTEE Sevin 

IDE OEMLEIIAK S REPLY 

Dear Sophia, — 'Was it not cruel to start so many objee 
tions 1 or uould you suppose me capable of so base an action 
as to destroy j our freedom and peace of mind ? or do you 
think that I am capable of ever forgetting j ou, or being happy 
in the enjojanent of another 1 Do not mention gratitude any 
more, I beseech you Tour mauy -virtues entitle yon to 
much more than I am able to give , but all that I have shall 
be yours 'With respect to my relations, I have none to con 
suit except my mother and my uncle, and their consent, and 
even approbation, are already obtained You have often 
heard my mother declaie that she preferred my happiness 
with a woman of virtno to the pos'jssion of the greatest foi 
tune , and though I forgot to mention it, vet I had com 
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iDuniKited my sentiments to her before I had opened my 
mind to you Let me heg that yon u il] Jay aside all un 
necessary scruples, -nJiich onh serve to malve one unliappy 
■n ho IS already struggling under all the anxieties of real and 
genuine love It is in your poner, my dear, to make me 
happy, and none else can I cannot enjoy one moment’s rest 
till I have your answer, and then the happy day shall be 
fixed Let me heg that you will not start any more objec- 
tions unless you are my real enemy , hntyour tender natuie 
cannot suffer you to be cruel Be mine, my dear, and I am 
yours for ever lly servant shall wait for the aiisuer to 
your ever sincere lover, whose sole happiness is centred in 
you — I am, Lc 


LETTER XCIX. 
inll ALSTOR 

Snt —I find that when one of your sex forms a resolution 
you are determined to go through with it, w hatever he the 
event 1 our answer to my first objection, I must confess, 
IS satisfactory I wash I could say so of the others , hut I 
find that if I must comply, I shall he obliged to trust the 
remainder to yourself Perhaps this is always the case, and 
even the most cautious have been deceived However, sir, 
I have communicated the contents of your letter to her lady 
ship, as you know she has been to me as a parent She has 
not any objection, and I am at last resolved to comply I 
must give myself up to you ns a poor fiicndlcsS orphan, and 
shall endeavour to act consistently w ith the rules laid down 
and enforced by our holy religion , and if you should so for 
deviate from the paths of virtue as to upbraid me with 
pov erty, I have no friends to complain to but to Him w ho 
IS the Father to the fatherless But I have a better opinion 
of you than to entertain any such fears I have left the 
time to your own appointment and let me beg that you will 
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LETTER Cl 

ICE oehtlevan’s answer 

Mt De\r Anoel, — For by tlinl name I mtist Btill cnF 
Tou, — has ornolty entered into your tender nature, or haa 
some designing wretch imposed on your credulity 1 My 
dear I am not what you have represented , I am neither 
false nor perjured, I never proposed marriage to Miss Ben 
eon, I never designed it, and my sole reason for walkmg 
nith her was, that I had been on a visit to her brother, who 
you know IS my attorney And was it any fault in me to 
take a walk into the fields along with him and his sisterl 
Siirelj prejudice itself cannot say so But I am afraid you 
have been imposed on by some designing person, w'ho had 
pnvate views and piivate ends to answer by such baseness 
But w hatever may have been the cause, I am entirely inno 
cent, and to convince von of my sincenty, beg that the day 
of marriage maybe nest week My affections never so much 
as wander from the dear object of my love, in you are 
centred all my hopes of felicity, with yon only can I be 
happy Keep me not in misery one moment longer, by en 
tertaining groundless jealousies against one who loves you 
in a manner suponor to the whole of your sew, and I can 
set at defiance even malice itself Let me beg your answer 
by my servant, which w ill either make me happy or miser 
able 1 have sent a small parcel by the bearer, which I 
hope you will accept as a convincing proof of my integrity — 
And am, yours for ever 


LETTER on 

FROOI A TOULO OFnCEB, ORDERED TO HIS REOrjIERT IH 
MALTA, TO A TOUHO LADT 0711001 nv COURTED 

Mv Dear, — I am scarce able to bold the pen An order 
Ins just now arrived from the M'ar Office, by which I am 
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otligpd to Fet sail to-morrow for llalta, villioQt hanng tfie 
happiness of seeing my angel. TiVTiat unhappiness to us, 
and devastation among the human race, has the ambition of 
princes and the perfidiousne=s of ministers occasioned ' 
Husbands obliged to leave their beioved -mves and dear 
little children, every tie is broken, and we may veil say 
with Addison — 


* Wbai hatcc hi- tab lion jn-<l I ' 

But what IS this to my present pnrposol Like all others in 
a stale of distraction, I am obliged to write nonsense, — if 
anything can be so called where the name of roy charmer is 
found. Did yon know, my dear, what a struggle I have 
between love and duty, yon would consider me as an object 
of compassion 1 am bound, by the most solemn oaths, to 
he yours , and, at the same time, duty obliges mo to draw 
mv sword in defence of the just rights of my lairful sove 
reign and injured country, ano whatever dangers may await 
mo, I would meet them vath the grSitest cheorfnlness, were 
I sure of possessing a place in your heart But vhy do I 
say a placet I must bare all or none I cannot bear the 
most distant thoughts that yon should place your affections 
on another Ho, my dear, were that to liappen, I would 
act the part of General Campbell at tbe fatal batCe of Fon 
tenoy, by rusbing on the sword of the enemy to put an end 
to a weary existence I should cheerfully lay down, my life, 
which would be of small value were I to be separated for 
ever from yon But why do I doubt t 1 1 now my charmer 
is as Tirtnons as she is beantJul, and that nothmg hut my 
O'Ti conduct can ever make her discard me But is not 
absence death to those who love? However, I have the 
pleasing reflection yet IfA,, that whilst I am m a distant 
part of the world attending to my dutj, I shall lie remem - 
bered by her whose prayers for my preservation will be 
acceptable to Him who lores virtue, and who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity Nothing in this world can 
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srer be so dear to me as yon are B*-Iiere all I say, and I 
am happy If I do an'Tbing that ma- appear •rronr, tn 
form me of it, and it slnJl be my first care to confers my 
Cmltand amend, f desire toot ad-ice in e\er-thing, but, 
alas ' separation tnll rendc that aifficnlt, fhongh not im- 
possible. ITot having had lime lo settle mtu our agent, I 
have left an order vith mv mother lor tlit-t purpose 
me beg that yoa n ill boaonr her " ith a vimt , she vtU 
esieem it as 2 respect shown to me I hate often told voa 
w hat an eacellent voman she is , and I am fully p-^rsna JeJ 
yoa trill find her so, yea, mo-e so than I care ever men 
tinned. “We are to stop at Gibraltar, v here I hope to have 
a letter from Too. If it comes too late, it till be forwarCeJ 
to Malta, Onre more, mv dear, farewell ! Coa^inne to be 
m.ne and all the nc s-ifndea and dangers of war nil appear 
as tnfies, and wnen iieace shall again bless the cat ons, I 
will fir on the wings of lore lo the arms of mv dearest angel, 
and STiend with her the remainder of my days — I am yon? 
sincere lover 


lETIES cin. 

TEE LADY S A’^SWER. 

Deaf Charles, — I f yoar bacJ could scarcely holJ tee 
pen, I am af-aid this nil app-vir unintelligible, being wet 
with tears from beginning to end. When vonr letter amved, 
we w ere at tea, and my father reading the newspape”, wherem 
!t was said that all the officers in the army were ordered to 
join their regiments , I was a goo 1 deal alarmeJ , but some 
hopes remained, till the fatal le**er couvmced me that ia~ 
suspicions "^ere but too well founJed. Alas ' how vam are 
human expectations ' in the morning we dream of happiness, 
and before evemng are reallv miserable I was promising o 
mvself that one month would have joined our hands, and 
now we are separated perhaps for rears, if not for e~er 
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For ho« do 1 kaoi^ but the nc\t vost nwy bring me in 
ttu-ount of }Our being biUcd in \iattle, ami tlien faicucll all 
happiness in this uorld Jly phasing prospects uill tlien 
Mnish, and, although unmameil, I will remain a ivkIow till 
death And is it possible jou can doubt one moment of my 
sincerity^ or do vou think that those affections can ever be 
placed on anotlier ■nhich vere tirat fiaod on vou, from a con 
vmcmg proof of a 0111 accomph'-liinenls and mentl Ko, my 
dear, mv fidelity to you sLall remain as Unspotted as this 
paper before it uas bloUixlaiilb ink and bedeued with te.irs 
I kiiou not Low others love, but mv engagomeats are for 
eternitv You desire me to put vou in mind of vonr duty 
I know not of any faults, nor am I disposcil to look for them 
I doubt not but the religious education you have received in 
vour youth will enable you to resist the strongest tempta 
tiona , and like that everlasting liononr to the amn, Colonel 
Gardiner, although not afraid to hglit, vet you u ill be afraid 
to sm However terryifvmg it may be to meet death in the 
held, vet it is far more anful to appear l>efore a just God 
whom we have offended by onr iniquities I have been 
reading '' Lvttleton’s History of England,” and that elegant 
author savs that, at the battle of Hastings, whub overthrevv 
the Saxon monarchy, the Korraans, althoiurli tinder arms all 
night were yet fervent in their devotions, whilst the Eng 
lish, who thought Ihi'inselves ECLure of victon, were spend 
ing the time m not and drunkenness Eat, alas' the next 
day exliibited a different scene The Nonnans hec iino con 
querors after killing roanv thousands of the enemv , and such 
13 commoulv the fatal effect of debauchery There is not one 
body of people m the w orld accused of irreligton more Ilian 
the military, and from the very nature of their employ nient 
none are more obhged to practise every Clmslnn dntv 
They see thousands of their fellow creatures liurned into 
eternity, nor do they know but the nevtmav be thcra'clvcs 
Idy dear Charles, never he asliamcvl of religion A con 
sciousness of your mtogntv will inspire you with real 
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counge in the diy of hittle , and if yon should at list die 
in defence of the just nghts of your country, the dinnc 
favour Mil] be your comfort through eternity In the mean 
time, my prayers shall constantly he for your safety and 
preservation, and my earnest hopes fixed on your happy 
retuim 

I have obtained leave of my jiarents to reside vrith your 
mother dnnng the summer, ivhich mil at least be some 
consoTation to me in jour absence Let me hear from you 
as often as possible, but never doubt of my fidelity Con 
Elder me as already yours, and I am happy Farcivell, mj 
dear, and that the msdom of the Lord may direct yon, and 
his providence be your guard, is the sincere prayer of hex 
rtho prefers jou before all the world 
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PART IV 

LETTERS ON FRIENDSHIP 


letter civ 

IHE FOWOTVniO LtTTER ON FRirt PEHir WAS WHtirET DT A 
GENTLEMAN LATELY DECEASED, Af D rOITiD AAIONCST HIS 
PAYEES 

JIt Dear Friend,— It was a strmgc no'ion of Pis^l 
tliat lie would never admit an} roan to a skirc of liis fntml 
ship Had that great man been a inisantlirope, or an eiicmv 
to his felloE creatures, I should not La\c been much sur 
prised, but as bis love to mankind estended as far as cither 
his knowledge or influence, it is noccssary to coii'=idcr has 
reasons for conduct apparenth so strange Pascal Lad such 
elevated notions of the Dull on the one Land, and so Jon an 
opinion of human nature on the other, tlint he thought, )/ 
he placed his affection on any created being, it would be a 
sort of insult to the Creator, and robbing him of that wor 
tlnp which was due to him alone But ailntcacr vcrc the 
notions of that great man, yet there is such a thing as real 
friendship, and there is also a noccssily for it It is true 
indeed, that God is onr only friend, and that on him our 
affections ought principal!} to be fi-ved But thc-e w lio arc 
acquamted wath human nature well know lliat we arc such 
a composition of hod} and roul that, howeicr vc inai wi«h 
to keep up an intercourse with the Deity, vet Our inclinationF 
are such that we are more desirous of being conacrsanl with 
those of our own species to whom at all limes wc can k" 
able to unbosom oureches 
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Frjendship is as old as the first formation of sooiet), and 
there is scarce one ancient writer now extant who has not 
said something in praise of it Of this we hare a fine 
example in the story of David and Jonathan, as recorded 
in the Second Booh of Samuel In the same sacred oracles 
we are told that love is stronger than death, and even the 
great Eedeemer of the w orld had a beloved disciple 

The pious and ingenious Dr Watts has finely described 
friendship in one of his poems, w hich I doubt not ^ ou have 
read — 

Frfffridshfp thou charraer of mtnd 

Thou ifrcct del >dlng ill 
The brightest moments mortals find 
And ehsrpcst pains sro fee 
Fate has dit ided all our shares 
Of pleasure and of pain 
In lore the friendship Aiid the cares 
Arc mixed and Jolmd again. 

But whatever the w-ise or leained inaj say, yet we know 
that man is a social being, and consequently has a capacity 
and even a desire for friendship Friendship is in its own 
nature so necessan, tliat 1 knowf not how a social being can 
exist without It Are we by any providential occurrence 
raised from povert) to affluence? to whom can we communi 
cate the delightful news but to a fnend? On the other 
hand, are we reduced from the highest junnacle of grandeur 
to the most abject state of poverty t to whom can we look 
for consolation but to the Almighty and our friend ? Indeed 
there is not one stale or condition in life where friendship is 
not necessary I\ hat wTCtched mortals would men be were 
they not endow ed with so noble a principle • 

Friendship is of a lerv delicate nature, and either the 
hajipiness or misery of both parties may in some sense be 
said to depend on it Friendship is somewhat like mamage, 
it IS made for life, or as C esar said, “ The die is cast ” JIrs 
Rowe, in one of her letters to the Countess of Hertford, sajs, 
“lAlien I contract a friendship, it is for eternity,” her 
notions were already elevated, and the chief business of hei 
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life seems to hire been m piomoting the inteiestof her 
felloi\ cienlnrea Fneiulsliip obliges the parties engnged to 
hj open their minds to each other , theie must not be anv 
concealment Theie is not an amiable quality in man but 
ivliat IS included in the uonl friendship Benevolence, 
nieicy, compassion, Lc , are onlj parts of it 
From all this ne mai leain that great care ought to be 
taken in the choice of fiieiids, and should they unhappils f 
betraj the sacied tiust reposed in them, yet ue ought not to ' 
pursue them nith unrelenting fury 
In the course of my expeiieiice, I remember tv\o instances 
of bleach of friendship, -nliich nere attended nith verj 
different effects Tiro gentlemen contracted a friendship for 
each other viluch lasteil some years, at last one of them 
unhappily revealed a secret to his «ife, who told it to the 
sife of the other, in consequence of iihich an unhappy 
division took place in the family of the latter The injured 
person upbraided liis friend \i ith infidelity,— told him of the 
fatal effects oce.isioiied by 1 ns imprudence , “ But, ’ says he, 

“ although 1 cannot he your friend aii\ longer, yet I m ill never 
he vour enemy Jfy heart will pity you, whilst my hand 
shall be open to lelieie your necessities ” Such a declaration 
nas consistent with the piudencc of a man and tlie piety of 
a Chnstian , but that of the other v os of a nature totallv 
opposite, and, in mi opinion truly diabolical A difference 
of a similar nature happened, attended iiith the like circura 
stances , but the injured person, instead of sympathizing 
mtli the neakness of his fnend, pursued bim mth unrelent 
mg cruelty, nor ever ceased until he had accomplished his 
nun, and even tnumphed over it You may make what 
comments you please , I can only assure you that both are 
facts How difierent, my fnend, lias our conduct to each 
other been ! During tlicse thirty i ears uo breach has ever 
happened, and it seems as new thn day as at the beginning 
As this 18 prohahh tlie last letter you will ever see in my 
handwnting, accept of my sinceie thanks for the many 
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Kmerila I line rcccucd from }our faithful admomlioiu 
and your bcncroicnt consolations , and when ■nc meet in the 
pcpoas of Hiss, our Inpjnncss nill then remain nnwter 
mpled — I am yours sincerely 


LEXTEE CV 

rnoM A aFNTtrJiAN, iriiosH uiff had tArrur mrn, 

TO A cLrnorjiAN ja tue i EiciiDournooD 

EErrnrND Sin, — Ton hare often, both in public nnd 
pnsatc, enlarged on those comforts and consolations which 
Chnslianity affords to the alHiUcd, and if e\cr they 'nere 
ncceasaiy: to one under thqse circumstances, they must be so 
to mvself About seven o’clock last night my mfe died in 
child bed, and I am left the disconsolate parent of five young 
chddren Had you seen the excruciating tortures under 
\ihich she expired, it would have reminded you of the 
emphasis of tlic curse pronounced njion our first parents for 
their rebellion against God When 'he san tbe king of ter 
rors approach, she was all resignation to the div ino will, and 
left tlus Ion er world in the saiue manner and n ith the same 
cheerful alacrity as if she had been going to nsit a friend, 
or attend the Bcmce of her Ma! cr 0\ern helmed with 
gnef, I entered her chamber, when sbo exerted tlie small 
remauis of strength, and spoke to me as follows — 

" iffy dear, I am non going the nay of all fletb, but God, 
the everlasting God, vnll lie vour comfort 'When I first 
became yours, I looked for all tbe happiness consistent with 
the Elate of human nature in this vale of misery , and I 
must confess that my highest wishes have been gratified, 
and your tenderness has been even more than I could expect 
You may have seen faults in ray conduct, but I do assure 
you (and is this a time to dissemble?) they nere altogether 
mvoluntary My pnncipal study n as to obtain the favour 
of that God before whom I am soon to appear My 
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Dledicncc lo ILc coraminds of mj God lirs Ken nttendtJ 
■nith imnv imperfections, bnt 1 trust for pirdon and nccei t 
aace m the mentsof nij dear Ketlecmer ’ ilcreshe faintc<l, 
loot ed wistfully at me, and elicd a tear over her dear chil 
dren, who were crjing hv her IkhI She attcmptcl to speak, 
hut in ram At last, fixing her eves to'arJs heaven, she 
repeated those beautiful wotals “ Into thv hands I commit 
my soul, for thou ha't rc<lccmc<l me, 0 thou God of my sal 
ration,' and then closed her eves, ne^cr to lie oieiicd till tiie 
sound of the last trumpet I was sunk for some time in the 
greatest distress, look ins on the dear departed remains ot 
my beloved spouse, and cndcavonnng to Eilcnre, bi per 
snasions, the cncs of hc’ oqiban children At last 1 rccol 
looted that I had still a frioi d left in you, to uliom I might, 
with a mew of con'olation, lav open the inmost rccos'cs of 
my heart I am afra-id -our ludisposition mav hinder sou 
from visiting me, and if so, let me Kg that you will lu tiic 
meantime favour mo smth a few lines At present even 
sort of consolation will be acceptable, but whatever comes 
from yon will be doubls ca I know not v hat to write, 
excuse inoohcrenco and iraproprictvfrom one wliom vou have 
often honoured rithllic apjie’lation of fnend — I am, Ac 


LITTER CVI 
Tnr ciEi oniAa a A'-swrn 

ilv Deap Prin-D, — I smecrelv commiserate jourcevere 
cahmitv, and wish there waa anj thing in my power lha* 
could alleviate your distress 'i ou well know that all 
afiliclion, of whatever 1 ind it is, pro'ceds from God, "J 
create light and mat c darknc's, I make war and jieacc , I, 
the Lord, do all these tilings ” This, sir, should be \our 
first consideration, and this should regulate the whole of 
your conduct. 

It was this consideration which reconciled old Eli to the 
( 77 ) 7 
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sai crest doom that perliapa nas ever denounced TliougL 
contrary to human nature, and much more so to natural 
affection, jet it is the Lord, let him do nhat shall seem 
good 

This reconciled Job to all his unparalleled sufferings, 
“ The Lord giveth, the Lord taLeth away ” Rapacious hands 
and n arring elements were only instruments of his power, 
theretore I bless and adore his holy name This consola 
tioii fortified them and Christ Jesns on the approach of his 
iiiconcenably bitter agony But it is my Father’s pleasure, 
and not the malice of my enemies , therefore not my will, 
but his he done 

If \our Father, dear sir, yonr heavenly Father, who loves 
you Math an eveilasting love, has thought proper to mix 
some gall with jour portion of life, sensible of the beneficent 
hand fiom which jour visitation comes, may you bow your 
held m iwful silence, and say with the afflicted Hczekiab, 
“ Good IS the word of the Lord concerning me " 

Afflictions are often accompamed with many valuable 
neiieftts, ns David said, “ It is good for me that I have been 
atilicti.d, for before that I went nstinj ” 

Afflictions serve to wean us from the world When everv 
thing goes smoothly on, and nothing inteimpts the present 
enjoyments, we are apt to forget the God that made us, and 
sai w ith unparalleled assurance. Who is the Almighty that 
I should serve him 

Afflictions serve to lead us to value the blessings of 
Christiauitj, and to bold in the lowest estimation our own 
woithmess When sorrows harass our circumstances, and 
trouble oppresses our muids, we are glad, we are earnest, to 
find rest 111 Christ The severe affliction under which I 
have so loug laboured binders me fiom seeing you, although 
I shall tahe the hrst opportunity of doing so, when it 
pleases God to restore me again to health In the mean 
time, 1 have sent you a copy of “ Fleetwood’s Life of 
Christ ’ A careful perusal of that valuable work will 
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reconcile you to the larious dispensations of Providence, 
especially when ne consider the character of the Eedeemer, 
nho suffered so much for us He boie our griefs, and 
earned our sorrow-s He nas a man of sorrow, and 
acquainted ivith grief 

From these considerations, my dear friend, endeavour to 
reconcile j ourself to this awful dispensation of Proiidence , 
I am sensible of your loss, but yon know not what God maj 
jet hare in store for jou Perhaps he has only depnved 
you of one mercy in order to bestow another I doubt not 
but the Almiglity has thousands of mercies jet in store for 
you, both in time and eternity, and that penod is fast 
njiproaohmg avhen jou yourself must put off this eartlil\ 
tabernacle, and paj that debt to nature which your beloi ed 
partner has alreadj done Let jour care at present be, to 
attend to the education of jour children Your duty is now 
doubly increased, and all that was incumbent on jour 
beloved spouse, is now transferred to yourself, but the 
blessings of the Almighty will be bestowed in proportion to 
^oul cheerfid obedience It is a great comfort that jour 
beloved wife died m the faith and fear of the dear Eedeemer , 
and It wall be the greatest honour jou can eier acquire, to 
instruct your children in those pnnciples w hich made the 
prospect of death agreeable, and eien welcome to their 
mother , so that when the great God shall appear to judge 
the world, you may he able to stand before him and saj, 
“ Here I am, and the children which thou hast given me 
Thus, Eir, I have said aU that I can thmk on the present 
melancholy occasion But how comfortable are those w ords 
of St Paul,' "Our light affliction, which is hut for a 
moment, shall work out for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ” 

The things which are seen are temporal, but the tilings 
which are not seen are eternal There is nothmg perma 
nent or lasting in this w orld, and the tall oak is as easily cut 
doivn by the hand of Omnipotence as the plant is plucked 
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up I feel myself growing i\ea1v, and must therefore con 
elude May that gracious God m ho has thought proper to 
afflict you, contmue to support yon under this and every 
other trial, till you arrive at the last at that kmgdom where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary are at 
rest This is the smeere prayer of your most affectionate 
fnend 


I/ETTEE CVn 

FROM A OLEHaTMAK TO A rOUNQ GENTLEMAN WHO HAD 
FORMERLr BEEN HIS TOPIL, BDT NOW AT THE UHIVLRSITr 

Dear Sir, — Whilst you were under my care, I made it 
my principal study to discharge the duties of my station, 
consistent with the character of a minister of the gospel , and 
now that you are removed to the fountain head of learning, 
I consider myself in some manner still under the same ohli 
gation In a letter I have lately received from your tutor, I 
hear with great pleasure that you make great progress m 
your studies Although Providence has placed me at this 
distance, yet I have a strong indinntion to communicate my 
thoughts to you on a subject of the utmost importance , I 
mean the necessary obligation you are under of reducing 
knowledge to practice, and tlmt unless the one corresponds 
with the other, learning, instead of a blessing, becomes a 
real curse To different men God has communicated 
different advantages From Pagans less is required than 
from Christians, and as much less, as they know less of 
their Master’s will , some are obliged to grope by the light 
of the moon and stars, aud others are blessed with the light 
of the sun It is much more desirable to walk by the day 
hght tlian by moonlight All, however, have light enough, 
if they rightly improve it, to enable them to find the way to 
God’s favour If there is anyone who has no knowledge 
given him, he is not a moral agent, and nothing can be 
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erpecleil from liini But tliis cniuiot be supposed of auj 
rcisouible crentiiro There is no pei'son so iguonnt ns not 
to hue some hiiouledge of nioml good and enl , and his 
ncceptnncc and linppincss depend on his acting up to tlus 
kno-s\lcdgCj ulntcver it is, and not on bis ncliug up to anj 
more extensile JnonJcdge, srhich others in more ndvan 
tageous arcumstanccs lime 

Tlio most Knowing ought to be the most autnous, but 
instead of tins tbc\ are aerj often the most mcious Tliey 
employ tbcir knowledge, not to mend tbeir hearts, or to 
restrain tlieir pa=sions, but to gain applause, or to oacr 
reach and dcceiac They make use of it for ostentation or 
mischief, and not for directing them in a course of upright 
and useful conduct Weean net er conclude what a man’s 
character is from the parts he possesses, or the opinions he 
holds Nothing is more common than for men to bebeve 
one thing and to practise the contrary The best sentiments 
may bate possession of their heads, whilst the vilest dispo 
sitious goacni Ibcir actions TVe sec continually, that those 
who receive the Iwst priiicijJes and make the fairest pro 
fessious, are aery wicl cd and worthless In sboit, it is one 
of the most undeniable truths that we may have all the 
faith and knowledge in the world in our underelandings, 
wilhonl one spark of genuine goodness in our hearts 

The reason of this common scpamtion between Kiiowlctlgo 
and practice, is the influence of particular affections and 
passions within us, leading ub contrary loom knowledge 
Our judgments direct us one way, our passions draw ns 
another Henson dict-ites piety and righteousness brutal 
p.issions and the allurements of the world incline us to 
irrehgion and wicl edness The latter become predominant, 
and thus we arc seduced and conaipteel , our knowledge 
hocoracs of no avail, and our Jircs are rendered a scone of 
inconsistency between our principles and onr conduct The 
knowledge of onr dnty is given us on purpose that we may 
doit I racliee is all, and it signifies little what wc know 
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if this IS irantiiig No intcllectoal talents or accomplish 
monts are of anj sornco to those "who possess tlienij unless 
they render them better than other men It is the subser- 
Tiency of wit and learning to virtue, that makes them 
indeed ornaments and blessings Knowledge that is not 
attended with correspondent practice, defeats its onn inten 
tion It becomes maimed, vain, and unprofitable We maj 
shine and make a great noise, but we are still destitute of 
all real worth One good disposition in the soul is 
infinitely preferable to the finest parts or the most bnllnnt 
nit One virtue in the heart is more valuable than a 
million of truths floating in the head, or any, even the most 
excellent arts and sciences with Mhicli the understanding 
can bo stocked 

Wo are too apt to be dazzled nitli the lustre of great 
talents, and to sot an undue value on uit and genius But 
the endow inonfa of the bead deserve no admiration compared 
with those of tlio heart Virtue is the one thing that is 
truly and mvanably great and admirable, and to tins chiefly 
all other qualities owe their eicoUence There is indeed an 
excellence in knowledge, but it is founded pnncipally on its 
connection with practice There is a greatness in it , but 
when separated from a virtuous character, it is nothmg but 
the greatness of a demon It is important and valuable, 
but the importance of itconsist-s in its furnishing ns with 
greater means and powei’s of usefulness Some degree of 
knowledge is absolutely necessary to the practice of virtne, 
and the wore any one has of it, the more he is capable of 
the improvement and happiness connected with virtue 
For this reason, it may he considered as the foundation of 
all the dignity of a rational creature, and conseqnenth it 
must be our dutv to acquire as much of it as w e can But 
still we should romewber that it is the use we make of it, 
or the superstructure w e raise upon it, that must render it 
an advantage and a blessing It will render us more 
honourable, or more deformed, jii't is we apply it , and the 


T7TTEHS ON FRIEMlSnir O'} 

lowest degree of it, wlien attended with ■ruitililc jin tire, 
will turn to lnflllIfcl^ more account linn tlie Iiigliest di rree 
of it, wlien apidied to vicious purposes It is unspeal ahiv 
hetter to be the silliest creature upon earth, and nt the s in t 
time virtuously disposctl, than to bo the tinesl wit or tin 
first sclioLar in the world, and at the same time prou I, ill 
natnred, or envious 

Knowledge, when separalcd from right practice, is not 
onlv unprofitable, but even hiirlfiil and pornic ons It only 
aggravates guilt, and makes us more %ilc and detestable 
Instead of conlnbnling to onr linpinness, it becomes a 
nnisancc and a curse, and will sink ns dcepei into rum If 
a man of an improved understanding is mean, or false, or 
covetous, he is so much the more base and hateful Tho'-e 
who arc above vulgar errors and prejudices, ought nlwa s 
to be above vulgar passions and vices, and if thev are not, 
they are more contemptible than common beggars 

I have a few more thoughts to send yon on Iho same 
subject, but must delay fora few days In the meantime, 
1 am your sincere w ell w ishcr 


LETTER evin 

THE CLEnOTMAN S EFCOKD T ETTm ON TTir SAME IJ'rORXAST 
'l/EJI C? 

Beau Siu, — I concluded my la'-t w nb a promi'’<' of •■endine 
you a few more thouglits on the same important subject, as 
a part of that dutv I owe to you and your f imily 
There IS always an mconmslcncv in moral evil, whta 
joined to supenor I nowlcdge, winch incrca'-cs its (Kliousni. 
and dement The more a person knows, the more he mu'- 
see of the importance of righteousness , and Ihtrcforo t i. 
more inexcusable if he deviates from it such a person mn-.i 
bo more depraved, and he must cxnosc himself to a more 
severe punishment, projiortion as he sins more against 
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Lglit T.ud conviotiou E\ery man ■mil find tliat the -svant of 
reason is much better than reason abused , and to bve and 
die the poorest idiot is more desirable than to possess know 
ledge without applying it to the practice of \irtue 

How great and honourable are those, n ho are as much 
distmguished by the excellence of their lives, and sweetness 
of their tempers, as b} the brightness of their parts, and the 
supenority of their understanding 1 'What an honour and 
dignity know lodge, when attended uith virtuous practices, 
bestows on a chainoter t As there is nothing more 
monstrous than a bad heart, joined to a head adorned with 
knou ledge, so there is nothing more excellent than the con 
trary A life legulated bj piety and virtue, united to an 
understanding improved by science, supenor talents of 
judgment and learning, directed by candour, beneaolence, 
and goodness, this includes all that is noble and respectable 
in a character 

Practice united to knowledge capacitates particularly for 
usefulness iii the world There is no such ornament to 
religion as the man who employs his knowledge to do good, 
and lives agreeably to the light and dictates of a well 
informed judgment, such a person has the greatest satisfac 
tiou within himself, he has, in his oyin mind, an in 
exhaustible fund of joy and pleasure, he is free from those 
repro idles of conscience by which those who know what is 
right without doing it must be tormented A person w hose 
actions are at lanaiice with his judgment must be the sub 
ject of constant tumult and vexation The juster his sent! 
ments arc, the inoie extensive his knowledge, so mneh the 
moie must he be the object of his own abhorrence Put a 
person w ho has an enlightened mind, and at the same time 
acts uprightly , and is conscious of obeying the dictates of his 
reason, is the more happy in proportion as he sees more of 
the light of truth, and is better instructed in lus duty 

You see, sir, what strong motiaes we have to endeavour 
to accompany our know ledge- with practice I have already 
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told yon tliak Lnowkdgo witliotitpmcliceiBinncb wortctlmn 
mill and insignificant It is a bine and a curse , it renders 
those nlio possess it more dcspioablo and mIc , it increases 
guilt, md trill aggravate our future reckoning, and sink us 
into the deepest misery Let these arguments, my dear bit, 
teach jou to applj your learning, above all things, to prac 
lice ^^e ought, indeed, to endeavour to increase our 
knotvletlgc This properly improved is very desirable and 
important, but I am shotving vou a more cvcdlcnt way 
Dcsiro knowledge, but desire it in older to practice 
Desire knowledge, but turn jour main zeal towards real 
goodness It is this alone can render jou lovclj and re 
spectahle It is this alone that can save jou from future 
condemnation, and bnng you to everlasting happiness The 
practice of virtue is the proper business of life , it was for 
this wo were stationed in the present world, and not so 
much for any of the putposcs of speculation and literary 
improvement The oulj science worth pursuing vv itb anvietv 
IS that which leads to the amciidmcut of the heart, and liclj'S 
us to establish our souls in puntj and tranquiUitj 
If God gives us knowledge enough for this, we need not 
be very sorrv for our ignorance in other respects It is, 
w ithout doubt, extremely desirable to ho jiosscssed of know 
ledge, nor cananj person of liberal sentiments avoidwishing 
he was better salisficil than he is on niaiij points of specu 
lation A thirst afttr knowledge is a noble and evccUenl 
pnnciple, and vve cannot cherish it too uiucli, if we lake care 
to keep it in a proper suborduintioii to a thirst after moral 
impirovcment. Wc should, however, alwajs remember that 
in the prc^iit world we cannot hope to have tins principle 
gratilicd Ilctlmtappiics bimscif now to the practice of moral 
virtue, shall have all the knowledge be viisbcs for m another 
stale , blit be that neglects Ibis now, and v\bose knowledge 
leaves him a sLivc to bmtal passions, is more wretched than 
c,m bo im igiued , be must fall a sacrifice to divine 'ustico, 
and bis knowledge end in shame and run 
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It IS bnt little -sre are capable of knoinnr in this life , ~e 
are at present neeessanlv m a slate of great ignorance , ire 
ar^ obliged to content ourselves, in numberless instances, 
■mth conjectures instead of tnonrledge, and to sit do-vn in 
doubt and darkness mth respect to subjects avL ch ive 
cannot help lonpng to be better acquainted anth- Would 
you acquire real knoavledge 1 arould yon have all your present 
doubts res-olved t vould yon become acquainted tnth the con 
stitnlion of nature the msdom, providence, and u onders of 
the creation'* wonld von exchange this state of darkness and 
Ignorance for the regions of light and glorv * Then annly 
vonrself to the practice of knowledge. Be virtnons now 
and von may be happv hereafter — am. Bear Sir, vour most 
sincere fneno 


LETIZE CIX. 

TEF TOr\G GESTLEIUX S AXSWEE. 

Rev Sir — Ten thousand thanks to my worthv tutor and 
second parent for his kind instrnctions Ton first tanght 
me to form a praver, and now vou bare instrucied me how 
to reduce my knowlevlge to pracMcs Tour le*ter came to 
me at a very seasonable juncture I had been conversing 
with some of mv fellow students concerning the utility of 
E*udving history One represented it as dull and in'upid, 
another as onlv sniped to an idle person who was so mean as 
to despi'=e the f-'oti moarfe. For mvown part, I am veiy 
aiffident in deciding dogmaticallv on an afiiur of any import 
ance, either real or apparent. But as I would no* choose to 
soend mv time in idleness so reilhcr would I neglec* any 
opuortnnitv of acqunng the knowledge of such sciences as 
can either enlarge the powers cf the human mind, or become 
nscftil in common life I know th-’t we are liable to be 
swayed bv a great number of prejudices, and being well eon 
viaced cf the depravitv of human nature, I am glad to seek 
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[yr n-»f-n-t,rn wher^er I can £ 2-1 i*-, tnt ttn'-h rcc.-'e 
ten! jon. I s'lall teers'ere trcahle jen ■sntli the foUcr^Tg 
qesr-er, ranelT’ — 

l, Is the e* 2£~ cf tyt>y~^ T.=<e£zsiy^ and if eo, a-» 
the heneSta ansmz f'cm it ’ 

n Trn£*'2er is t c'si j.TOp'^r ti begin wita tae Sacrei, 
the G-'eeh, c Reman hir*e— ec, or tho=»- of f ur o-sm (rnatm i 

m. la b --grapnj a part blr^ory, o- — c^t are ila con 
cem tants^ 

Aa "onr hn'T-I-cg'' ca’’ cnij be excelled t t -enr nrbaait;", 
I doaht E''t bnt -ryi favear me mth j'onr ars— e*s to 
tae sbere, ana I do amre jon I seal! ab ae b- jocr orrec- 
tita. Let me a’-o beg taat gen -sill plsaied to men‘102 
in gear next irhiab are tae ni'' 3 t p—r^r svib'-~2 m bo to- 
c.-ed n tte anrre stcules 'Tre’s 13 snch a *ni-iei.g rf 
' T-i^Tz, taa‘ ’•ti-z c^niect extent of b nmar bfe »“ill not aoia't 
cf time to pe<nise ■'hem- In 'Tx^h a ■^nll^'r-ra it is ne 
Traaer if I f"i {'- a gni^e Tmir yici di^n' £_all, on aJ 
0 -cva :<-^5 be tee mic cf m- cenda'd , ar^d so far as I obtain 
-onr approocron, I shall coamder mg*r]f m the ""ag cf 
datg — am. Re- Sir, gears g~a‘ tndc, Ac. 


lEirzR cr. 

rEE cinsirraan s A’-rTzm 

Jlr I>EiE 'm, — I recei-ed ~nirle ter, and am glad teat 
I am bn mme mea-nr^ ab’o ‘0 orrej Ip -cn+h goer re'iies*, ba.'^rg 
cp-'nt msng gears in the s^ndg a >=to''g To at ■'em to ihs 
dealmm of Pro^cence, to ’crE*cb’ tb^ 'tream of tone, and 
chser— e Its ■rar’oc* revoln* "HS, 13 an erf" so ns cro-^al as i, 
13 p'eaamr. If ■s'e nealcc* it, we Jos'* the z'V jct emp^o” 
meat cf tn^ nnmac nndorFtanaing we sLght the best 

desni-e tbe most £ai‘Eifv.I adrccate ff" *ne 
■wisdcm and goylnea: 0' God. H rdenw presents ns —ith a 
new of tae cor .act cf car f-IIo'WHmentnres m e~erg age and 
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nation By it we are led into the accrots of printci tliou 
sands of years ago , wo learn what were the causes why the 
once famous Persian empire became so easy a prey to a 
handful of Greeks, under the command of that illiistnous 
murderer Alexander, and why Julius Caaar, a sonant of 
the republic at Borne, was able to trample on the rights of 
his fellow citizens But abore all, by tracing events up to 
their original cause, we see and arc convinced of the wusdom, 
equity, and beauty of dnine Providence, and with the 
patnarch of old say, " This hath God done ” Por example, 
when we consider that tlie eflccts of the Grecian conquests 
in Asia diffused amongst those people the knowledge of the 
Greek language , and the lloman conquests, on the other 
hand, made the Latin as well known , these will be found to 
have been attended wath aery beneficial consequences to 
mankind At tiic time of Christs appearance, the Boman 
empire extended oier the greatest part of the then known 
w orld , and, excepting a fen dialects, the great body of the 
people spoke only t\ o languages This, m a great measure, 
facilitated the propagation of Christianity, and the glad 
tidings of tlic gospel w ere heard through all lands History, 
like every other soioiicc, becomes useful according to the 
manner in which w e read it A chronological senes of facts 
may satisfy an idle curiosity, but the thinking peison wiB 
deduce rational inferences from every raatenal occurrence 
A bare narrative of facts is like the materials nsed in build 
ing, but it IS only tbe skilful architect who can complete the 
edifice The mind may be stored with facts while it is alto 
gethcr uninformed Voltaire has justly observed, that it is 
of little concern to us when a tyrant was slam by bis injured 
subjects, and a revolution happened, unless we learn, at the 
came time, wlmt were the causes from wbicli those effects 
flowed There are three ways in which history ought always 
to be read, namely, — firsc, m a short abstract , second, in a 
more enlarged manner , and lastly, m a judicious abridgment 
to refresh the memory History has likewise three m 
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eeparable companjons chronology, gcognphy, and logic. 
Chronology marhs out to us the steps of our journey , geo 
gnphy points out to us the bounds of that country through 
■R-bich we are traa elling , aud logic enables us to form a nght 
judgment of men and theur actions There is not any body 
of men to -nhom histoi) is not useful 'VTould you enter 
into the church, von would find it absolutely necessary For 
how should you bo able to understand the different heresies, 
or the c,anses nhich produced them, unless you are well 
acquainted "with ecclesiastical history, both ancient and 
modem? 

The physician cannot understand the nature of the science 
which ho professes, unless ho is conversant with history , 
and it is well known that law is inseparably connected with it 

The senator can never discharge his duty as the repre 
sentativc of the people, unless ho knows tio history, laws, 
and constitution of the country wherein he lives By it the 
soldier is fired vith emulation, when he reflects on the 
characters of Xenophon and Epaminondas, and vould wish, 
in some measure, to share in their glory Tlicsc arc a few 
of the advantages ansing from the study of history , and 
this, I hope, may servo as an answer to your first query I 
shall consider the other two in the next, and am your 
Binoero fnend 


ISTTEE CXL 
pnoM ran sime 

Sib, —I come now to consider your second qnestion, namely, 
Whether we should begin the study of history by reading 
the sacred oracles, or the records of our oivn country? I 
answer, that it is one thing to read history, another to study 
it It IB well knowm tliat we are made acquainted wath the 
contents of our Bible before wo are able to judge for our 
selves It 13 one of the first books put into our hands , and 
mdeed, all that is authentic in sacred histoiy is to bo met 
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with in that book I shall not hesitate one moment in 
ileclann" that you ought to begin the studj of history vntli 
that of your oivn country Hom foolish must that gentleman 
appear, uho, having made the tour of Europe, and acquired 
a perfect knowledge of the Inus and constitutions of foreign 
nations, returns home ignorant of lua own I It is like one 
uho is master of all knonledgo, but, at the same time. 
Ignorant of himself On a subject of so much importance I 
intend to bo ns explicit os possible, and uLilst I am recom 
mending the history of your omi country, I shall lay donn 
the same plan u Inch I folloncduhen engaged in that delight- 
ful study , nnd not only that, but even history in general 
Entain u ill make a very distinguished figure in the amials 
of time, as long as human bteraturo is cnltnated in the 
world There is not one action of the Greeks and Eoraans 
that remains unequalled lu Britain, and ■nhiLst we admire 
the disintorestodnoss of Themistocles, the humamty of Epa 
minondas, the iwsdom of Numa I’ompilius, and the valour 
of Cmsar, wo find them all equalled in Caractaens, Alfred, 
Talbot, and Jlarlboroughc besides thousands more There 
IS not an art or science which was known to the ancients 
that has not been carried to its highest perfection in Eng 
laud, and the laws, those sacred securities of lives and 
properties, are a thousand times superior to any system ever 
devised by the Greeks or Romans, 

The history of Britain is naturaUy divided into the fol 
lowing parts — 

3 Its state at the arrival of Julias Cmsar, and the difierent 
improvements made hero whilst we were subject to the 
Romans In this penod we are to be solely directed by the 
classic authors, as tho most ancient British writer is Gildas, 
who lived at the time the Romans left this island Hero we 
cannot help reflecting on the havoc made by time of ancient 
monuments "Without doubt there were many valnablo 
wnters in Britain dnring that penod, but their works have 
been long irrecoverably lost 
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2. DnJer the Saxoos, until the arrival of 'WilLam the 
Korman This is a vcrj important period, as the fonda 
mental principles of our constitution were then first formed, 
uhich, to use Uie words of a noble author, “ is the glory ol 
this, md the en \7 of all other Fnropean nations " We are 
happy in a variety of untcrs during this period even the 
great Alfred liimsclf nns one, but they maj all be summed 
up in the Saxon Chronicle. 

3 hrom the Nomian conquest till the first union of both 
kingdoms under James I Here we find the constitution 
undenient a vanety of changes There nas n continual 
struggle betwixt tyranny on the one hand, and a piedoininant 
love of liberty on the other Many of our pnnees endea 
veured to trample on those law s by w hich their conduct was 
bounded but their designs were happily frustrated, and 
they gencnllv ponshed in the attempt In this period wo 
find Poperj raised to its utmost height, and bj a wonderful 
interposition of dinne Providence tlie whole fahno is thrown 
down, and Chnstianity restored to its pnmitive pnniy 
Thedarkness which Lad so long overspread the human mind 
was gradually dispelled by the invention of printing, and tho 
arts and sciences brought to a perfection unknown to tho 
ancients 

4 Prom tho accession of James I to the present time 
The nearer wc approach to the times wherein we live, his 
tory becomes so much the more important In the study of 
ancient history wo often wander in the dark, without even 
moonbght to guide us, we arc bewildered in uncertainty, 
and scarce Imo w how to form rational conjectures , but as w e 
approach near onr o im times, light breaks in upon us, and 
we see things in their genuine colours , such is tho present 
penod I am now WTiting of It is full of great events, and 
ought to be well attended to by every one who would desire 
to make a proper use of history, yea, by every freeborn sub 
ject in Britain In this period w e find tho s.ame struggle of 
Lborty, in opposition to the designs of weak, inlalustcd 
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pnnces One king is bronglit to the scnffold by his oirn 
subjects, another is dnren from the seat of sovereignty, and 
forced to seek refuge in evile 
There is something very remarkable in the care which 
Providence has always had of British liberty The neigh 
bounng nations around us were once as fiee as ourselves, but 
they have gradually become slaves to despotic tyrants , 
whereas, every attempt to overthrow the laws of England 
has proved fatal to all concerned in it, and freedom has been 
even enlarged in consequence of the plots laid for its destruc 
tion These are onlya few of the onthnes of this important 
penod To descend to particulars, I must refer yon to the 
history itself The histones of England have, of late years, 
been so nlulfiplied, that the term of hwman bfe is not snffi 
cient to go over them Ton will have occasion to pernse 
several , but after all, as the occurrences are so vandus and 
different, it wiU be proper to have an epitome or abstract of 
the whole, in order to refer to, and refresh your memory oe 
casionally In my next I shall finish the plan which I have 
laid down for yonr studying the history of other nations, and 
am, your sincere friend. 


lETTEE CXir 

PKOSI THE EAOIE 

Sir, — ^TVrthout considering your question concermng bio 
gn-phv, I sbaU go on with the plan proposed , I mean the 
history of other nations. After you have proceeded in the 
manner I Lave already pointed out, and acquired a tolerable 
knowledge of your own conntrv, I would advise yon to begin 
with tlie most ancient, I mean the Jews This is a very 
important subject, as to them were the oracles of God com 
nutted. It is true, that the most authentic part of their 
history is to be found in the Old Testament, but great lights 
are thrown on the more obscure passages by Josephus 
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Having proceeded bo fir, it will be nccessai v to pemse the 
uliole in one continued nirntne, where thohisloii is re 
presented to vou in one continued senes of facts. 

In rending the History of Ancient Greece, vou will be led 
into the know lexlgc of that of the PciMans Greek w nlera 
nrc moilcis fur all Eucceediiig ages to copj nfter thc^ mav 
bo imitated, hut thej cannot lie evcellcd 

Tlio iio'ct, ui order of time, is tint of the Somans, w hion is 
full of as great event': "s ever hnpiicned on the theatre of tins 
world Here we see a bind of lawless lobbers, assembling 
together in a ivooel on the banks of tbe Tiber, and after 
ravishing their neighbours' dauebters, gradually cvtcnding 
their conquests over the states around them The great Re 
public of C irthago is obliged to submit to their j oko Tliej 
evtended their conquest to tho cast 's far as Ai ibia , to the 
south into tho dosorts of Lvbia, and northward into the 
imddlo of Bnlaiu Thev w ere at last so filled w ith pride, a' 
to boast that the sun rose and sot in their domitiious But 
there is nothing permanent m this world, for, ns tho poe 

BaiE, 

An htiman rubjwt to ^ 


The same cnonuons empire wlicli li id Inxm so long in 
forming, is swallow c-d u]i in its own greatness, and for Koinc 
ages past nothing has been left of it but the name The 
oody became too unwiehh for the head, and those barhanans 
w hom the Romans bad uoaer been able to subdue, poured in 
upon them, and teizeil their territonc'i, which thci had long 
ruled witli a rod of iron But this did not happen till the\ 
had fulfilled the designs of Provadtneo, and performed w hat 
tho all V ise Govcnior of tho world had appointed This is 
beautifully expressed bj the prophet Darnel, v hen he repre 
setts the great king Nebuchadnezzar saving, “lie dooth nc 
wording to hjs will in the array of heaicn, and among the 
inhabitants of tbe earth, and none can stay his hand ” 
After you have po~uscd the Roman elas”ics, yon will be 
(■<) 8 
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greatly as&ib'ed by reading Dr GoldamitL’s history of that 
celebrated Kepubbe 

The next part of history which claims your attention is 
the constitution, manners, and laais of those nations who 
overthrew the Eoman empire, and established sovereignty on 
its rums 

In order to form a right notion of America, it Mill be 
necessary to consider the state of navigation before Colum 
bus lived In forming a nglit judgment of those things, it 
will bo necessary to peruse the best authors of voyages and 
travels, Ac For that reason you must have recourse to a 
judicious system of geography, where everything necessary 
to bo known is inserted 

Last of all, conceining biography, I answer that it is a 
part of lustory, and likewise ought to be studied , but not 
till y ou have read the accounts of nations in general Gene 
ral history presents us with a view of the public conduct of 
great men The one presents us with a representation of 
thmgs in general, the other leads us mto a minute detail of 
particulars Thus, sir, I have laid before you the same plan 
which I used myself when I first undertook the study of 
hiotory You will find this method as beneficial as any yet 
pomted out by the most leai-ned, in either ancient or modem 
times I shall leave the whole to your consideration, and 
doubt not but you wall improve it to your ow n advantage — 
I am. Dear Sir, your affeotionale well wisher 


LETTEE exm 

rnOM A OEHILEMAN ON HIS TRAV ELS ABROAU, TO HIS FBIEVn 
IN LOLDON, ON ARBIIRARX POWER AND POPISH SOPERSTI 
TION 

Dfar Sir, — It is now above two years since I left Eng 
gLand, and if I have not been pleased, I have had at least 
many opportunities of acquiring knowledge You know 
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V e parted I told you my principal design vas to in 
quire pLether llie subjects of tbose coniitnes tlirough inluch 
I iras to pass ivere more bappr, m respect to their lires 
and enjoyment of their property, than those of Great Bn 
tarn'* or, secondly, ivhether nrtne tvas more consiiicuous in 
the conduct of those people, than in our oirn at home > 
With respect to the first, I need not hesitate one moment m 
declanng, that the meanest subject in England, or any part 
of the British dominions, enjoys more real liberty than a 
Spanish grandee, or a peer of France But uhnt I have 
chiefly in a leiv is the case of the middling and lovrcr ranks 
of the people 

Ton arc veil acqnainled ivith the forms of process in the 
English courts, both in cnminal and civil causes All mat 
lers of lau are determined in open court by the judges, who 
arc responsible for their conduct to the people , and all facts 
are detemimed by the verdict of twelve men, strangers to 
liotli parties, and hindered from rpeaking vilh any person 
during the tnaL Hon diCercnl is the case here and in 
other counlnes Ihrongh which I have travelled When a 
person is injured in his properl\ he commences a suit at a 
great expense, and after a long train of pleadings on both 
sides, the determination of both law and fact is left to the 
judge, vho mav possibly be biassed in favour of one party 
or, which is still worse, may be cormpl'’d But in cnminal 
prosecutions, thornliappy defendant labours under still more 
deplorable circumstances When a man is apprehended on 
suspicion of murder, or any other capital offence, he is im 
mediately shut up a dose prisoner, and the witnesses against 
him arc ovamined, not riia loce, but perhaps a mile distant, 
and their eiadencc wntten at large in a journal kept for that 
nnrpose All this is done, and e\ca the judgment agreed on 
tiy the court, whilst the prisoner is confined in the dungeon 
The witnesses are ordered to attend on another day, wlien 
the prisoner is hronght into the court , the endence is read 
to him, and thus, for the first time, he knows who arc his 
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accusers He is then asked if he is guilty of the facts sworn 
agimst him If he confesses, he receives judgment of death , 
but if ho demes the whole, or any part, he is immediately 
put to the torture, nhen, perhaps, by the extremity of 
pain, he may be forced to confess crimes he never com 
initted, and afterwards suffer death Again, the property of 
individuals mav be seized by an arbitrary tyrant, to reward 
the iniquitj of a fa"ouiite, or gratify the ambition of a mis 
tress Happ\ England ' where the cottager is as secure m 
the enjoyment of the fruits of lus honest industry as the 
prince m possession of his reaennes or the throne 
I come now to spt ik of their religion, which triumphs 
vith as much vigour oier the mind and conscience as the 
ciial power over the body Ilcligion has been jiisdy defined 
"A dedication of the whole man to then ill of tiod,” but 
Poperv, so far from answering the descnption, seems to be 
a slaiish submission to the dictates of idle, useless spints, 
who rule the consciences of the lailgar, and bend them to 
« batever pui-po=e thev please , and, indeed, there is no great 
"onder, when we consider that auricular confession puts 
them m possession of eaery family s.oret m their parishes. 
I am already sufficiently tutd with the sight of their follies 
1 he accounts which vou have read of the Inquisition are far 
from being exaggerated. I intend to return m an English 
'essel hound for ilarseilles, and from thence hasten to 
England I shall expect a letter from you, to he left with 
my hanker at Paris, and remain yours affectionately 


LETTER eXTV 
nis rriFXD s a. swek. 

Mr Dear Friead, — Your account of the ciial and reli 
gious tyranny under which the people groan in foreign 
nations, together with the pr igrcss of Deism, exhibits to our 
view a melancholy picture of human nature Tour deserip 
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tion reiiiinJs lue of that beautiful passage m Addison’s letters 
from Italj, Tihcre he says, — < 

Thfj itarre in roldii cf nniurc'a bounty curst. 

And in tlse I xaded vlnryAnl die for tliiriU 

These people once enjoyed the same prn ileges as ourselves, 
and possibly that tune m vy not be far distant when ve iua\ 
be as abject slaves as they Hon over disagreeable somi. 
things may have been to yon on your travels, yet I cougra 
tulato you on the happiness of being absent from England in 
these tunes of public divisions Never ncro our Saviour’s 
words more plainly verified in this eoiintry than nl present, 
u hen there is scarce one family wherein the most violent 
dissensions have not happened An author of no mean ranh 
has assorted, tint if ever English liberty is destroyed, it 
must bo by the people themselves, and that if ever the 
people should become jealous of the conduct of llicir rcpie 
senlalivcs in Parliament, and those jealousies arc well 
founded, they will soon throw themselves into the arms of 
arbitrary power, — 

TLfj ii Cj frum p*t»y tjnuU Jo the throne 

Virtue and unanimity have at all times prcservetl liberty , 
vice and discord have always procured its ruin At pro 
sent there is a universal discontent among nine tenths of 
the people The majority of the people not only complain 
of the conduct of the ministry, but have even gone so far as 
to impeach the conduct of the Ilonso of Commons These 
complaints are at present earned to an evtraordinary height, 
and when, they will end I know not For my own part, 1 
often reflect on it with sorrov , ns I am afraid it must at last 
prove fatal to our cacellcnt Constitution, and involve us in 
those miseries to vvhich the people of other coiintnea are 
subject 

If I go into a coffee lionse, the first thing I hear is a 
political dispute conceming the conduct of the ministry , 
and when T happen to ho invited to dine at the house of a 
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friend, all social converse is destrojed, and the pleasnre 1 
used formerly to enjoy on sucli occasions is lost in violent 
altercation amongst the nearest relations 
I am far from condemning all ranks of people Thera 
are many n orthy persons who can view the conduct of each 
party with impartiality, and see the faults on both sides 
They can see that the ministry have not enough considered 
themselves the servants of the people, and on manv occasions 
abused the confidence of their sovereign On the other hand, 
they think that the people have carried their jealousies to 
an unreasonable height, and insisted on the prince everting 
a branch of the regal authority which m the end might 
prove fatal to themselves Such is the state of affairs at 
pi-esent in this once happy country I shall therefore, being 
tired with the subject, mutate jour example, and put an 
end to this letter Hoping to see jon soon, I am yours 
sincerelj 


lETTEB err 

FROM A TOUKO OEKTLEMAN, SETTLm IK ORE OF THE IRRS OF 
COURT, TO A CLEROTMAK IK THE COURTRT 

Eevererd Sir, — I promised to write to you as so5n as I 
was settled mthis place I have now procured a good set 
of chambers, and am determined to prosecute my studies 
with the greatest assiduitj The pious care you always 
took m my education, whilst I remained in your familj, 
w ill, I hope, never be forgotten, but continue to operate on 
the whole of my conduct m life I am sensible that mj 
situation in London subjects me to a great lariety of tempta 
tions, and therefore stand as much in need of your advice as 
ever I am obliged, by the rules of the society, to dme in 
common with the other students during the term, and am 
sorry to say that the greatest part of them are not only 
Ignorant of the prmciples of our holy religion, but also 
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greatly comipted in tlicir morils The city itself, as v, ell 
as the snliurbs, presents ns doily with such tncka and 
impositions on the unnary, that few would believe tlic 
accounts of them, unless Ihcj nere reallj eye-intncssea If I 
walk through some of the streets in the cieiiing, I am every 
minute accosted by the most abandoned prostitutes If I go 
into other parts, I am welt off if 1 escape with nij handker 
chief or pocket-book hi ay, sohacknejed are those unluiijir 
wretches in the paths of inwiuitv, that they even commit 
these cnmcs in the face of open dnj, and in the most public 
thoroughfares , and so dexterous are thoj in tho myatcr; of 
their profession, that the nio^t cautious can scarce csc-ijie 
their snares If I laV c a walk into the park, I am not able 
to distinguish betwixt peers, sharpers, and French barbers 
and if I spend an evening at tbe theatre, I am obbgcd to leave 
w) watch at my chambers, lest I should he under the neocs 
aity of purchasing another in the morning You liave often 
told mo that it is the dutv of every wan to remain couieuttd 
with his situation and circainslances, in that station wLcrein 
Prondence has placed him, and that the temptations w ilb 
which wc are surrounded ought to be considered as so inanv 
motives to duty and w atchfubicss, — that the more vigil iiit 
we are in watching against temptations to vice, the greater 
will be our reward hereafter For my own part, my prevent 
resolution is, to apply mjselfwith tho greatest diligenee to 
my studies, and associate mjself with as few strangers as 
possible But as I am well convinced of the frniltj of 
human nature, and the weakness of our most vartuous rcsolu 
tions, I must still beg to hear from you as often as is con 
vxnient Y’our instructions were al vays as pleasing as 
useful when I was present vvith you, and will lie much more 
so now tliat I am removed so far distant I shall not 
trouble you with any more at this time, but subsciibe my 
self yours in love, gratitude, and sincerity 
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LETTER CXVI 

THE A^SWK^ 

Dea’i Sir, — Thnt tutor is certainly univortb^ of being 
intrusted vith the care of vouth vilio is not equally con 
cerned for the purity of their uiorils as he is for tlio pro 
ncicncy the} make lu their studies When I consider vour 
letter, filled nith so iiianv just remarks on the great de 
pranty of hnnian nature, I rejoice that my care of your 
morals has not ln'cn yet rendered useless When I rend 
your account of the many impositions practised on the 
simple and unnary in London, together iwlh the many 
temptations Mrtiie is daily surrounded nith, I am sorrv 
It IS not in my pouer to point out the different method^ 
usetl hj these miscreants to debauch innocence and propa 
gate vice I have often told you that I never was in London, 
and am consequently a stranger to all yon have mentioned 
All I can say is, that it must be your contmuaJ care to keep 
in mind those diiine precepts of our holy rehgion -nhero God 
has doclarod tliat ho will punish or reward in proportion to 
the degree of knowleilge thereof iie are possessed It is an 
auful consideration to read those vords of our Lord, — “ To 
tlioso to whom much is given, from them much will be 
required ” 

But, sir, you are now entered on the study of a profes 
sion which, though honourable and useful, the generality of 
people have considcrcil ns a real mvstery of iniquity, and 
that, ns soon ns a gentleman enters on the profession of the 
Ian , he shakesolTall ngard to moral obligations, and is equally 
anvious of being employed as an agent nhether the cause be 
good or bad This may bo sometimes, and perhaps too often, 
true , but then it ought to be considered that it is not the 
profession itself, but only the abuse of it, that occasions such 
complaints Th^re is not one profession m the world ex 
empted from it , and ever since there n ns a Judas in Christ s 
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family there Lave been liypocntea m his Church The law 
has had both its Hale and Jeffreys I am convinced that 
you may be as honest a man and ns pious a Christian at the 
bar or on the bench as if j on u ere in the pulpit 
It was remarkable of the great Earl of Clarendon, that, 
when he presided at the Court of Chancery, his decrees were 
so equitable that no appeal was ever made from his decisions , 
and the following anecdote may in some measure elucidate 
the reasons for his integrity in such imquitous times — 
■Whilst ‘he was solicitor general, m the reign of Charles I , 
he went during the long vacation to visit his aged father in 
the country, and walking together one day in the garden, 
the old gentleman addressed his son in the followung manner 
— “Son, you are now advanced to the highest eminence at 
the bar, and may one tune or other preside on the bench I 
have been often told that gentlemen of your profession are 
as ready to engage in a bad as in a good cause , but be assured 
that if ever, in order to aggrandize yourself, you should be 
come an advocate for despotism at the expense of the liberty 
of your country, you may, like Samson of old, lay hold of 
the pillars and demolish the fabric but yon will pensh under 
the ruins ” No sooner had he uttered these words than he 
dropped down m a fit of apoplexy, and expired immediately 
This IS said to have had such an efieH on the son that he 
determined ever after to act consistently with the dictates of 
his conscience Bishop Burnet tells us that, when his 
father was at the bar, he constantly observed the foUowong 
rules — 

First, Never to undertake a cause that he knew to be bad 
Secondly, Never to refuse to plcadfcr thosew ho were unable 
to pay him And, 

Thirdly, Never to ask any fee from a clergyman when he 
sued in the right of his benefice 
The great Sir Matthew Hale tells us that his prosperity 
in secular affairs during the w eek succeeded m proportion to 
bis religious duties on the Sunday His lordship was ns great 
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an oraamcnl to Cliristnmty as lio h-sb an Lononr to tlie J4^v 
8nch C'tarapTes ns I have mentioned cannot fail, 1 think, to 
Etir you up to emulation , and one day or other you may be 
advanced to the highest seata in the courts of judicature 
Let me beg to hear from jou as often as is consistent wilIi 
jour other avouatious, and, in the meantime, continue to 
persevere in the same course of virtue you have begun 
Virtae is its ovn reward, and jou will at last bo convinced 
“ that her wajE are wavs of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace " — I am, dear sir, jour sincere well wisher 


lETTEE CXVn 

PROM A Toni a MrrcnANT to a r Aorn orvitEMAK, roR 
JtFRH OF THE SAME IROFFSSIOS, BUT SOW RETinm 
FROM EUSINFSS 

HoxoBRED Sip, — Y ourgencrositj in sending mo instruc 
tions during mj apprenticeship w ill ever rcinam a lasting 
proof of that innate goodness for which jou have been long 
jnstlj celebrated, and likewise encourages mo to trouble you 
lor advice how to conduct myself so as to support my credit 
in the world, now I have entered upon business Your long 
and esleusive knowledge of mercantile affairs gives a sane 
tiou to cverj-thing you say, and jour goodness of heart 
encourages the ine-\porienccd to address theinBohcs to jou 
with cheerfulness I have been now about two years in 
businoES, and altbough my success lias been equal to my 
evijcctations, yet there is such a varietj of failures dady in 
this city tliat I am cverj daj thinking my own name maj be 
that week in the Gasettc I should not be much surprised 
were all to become bankrupts who are of abandoned charac 
ter, as I do not sec how anjiliing else can he expected. 
\ou know, sir, that assiduity and regularity are qualifica 
tions indispensablj necessary to the merchant , so that it 
must appear morillj impossible for the man to prosper in 
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trada "whose tune is spent in dissipation and idleness, if not, 
which too often happens, m debauchery When I hear d 
such failing m their paj ments, I am no waj's surprised, hut 
when great numbers of those apparently in affluent circum 
stances, and the fairest characters, daily fail, I am justly 
alarmed , and my fears continue to increase in proportion 
to their numbers 

I would not choose to judge rashly, much less unchantablj, 
of any man, although, I must confess, I am very much 
shocked -when I hear that a commission of bankruptcy is 
awarded against one supposed to be worth thousands, and 
not sufficient left to pay 5s in the pound I am filled "with 
horror on account of mj own situation, and led to believe 
that there is a latent curse attending mercantile affairs, 
which the greatest prudence can neither foresee nor prevent 
I am sensible that the person to whom I am "writing knows 
the above to be true Your long acquaintance with the 
fluctuating state of merchandise procures respect, and gives 
a sanction to eveiTthing yon say, but, as far as I am able 
to learn, those fadings in the mercantile world are more 
frequent now than when you w ere engaged in trade I am 
not ambitious of' acquiring riches , my wliole desuo is to 
obtam a peaceable possession of the comfoi"ts of life, to do 
justice to every one "with whom I have any deabngs, and to 
hve and die an honest man Such, sir, is the plan I have 
laid down for my future conduct in life , but, alas ! it will 
requue the assistance of ad my friends to enable me to 
execute it with a becoming propriety let me therefore 
beg your advice on an affair of so much importance, and 
"whatever jou dictate shall be the invariable rule of my con 
duet, whilst the thanks of a grateful heart shall be contmu 
ally returned for to benevolent an action.— I am, sir, to 
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LETTER CXVin 

THE ANSWER 

Sir, — If I can foim any judgment of the integnty of yoni 
actions and the purity of your intentions from the contents 
of the letter non before me, I should not hesitate one 
moment in declaring that it is almost impossible jour name 
will ever appear in the Gazette, under the disagreeable cir 
cumstances you have mentioned , for how is it possible to 
suppose that the man who keeps a regular account of his 
proceedings — his loss and gain — should not know whether 
his circumstances are affluent or distressed? And whatever 
you may think of those merchants uho have often failed, 
although reputed affluent, yet if you had attended to their 
examination before the commissioners, I believe you would 
have great reason to alter your opinion I speak concerning 
bankruptcies in general, for there are some unforeseen 
accidents which even the greatest prudence cannot prevent 
But these are extraordinary cases, and seldom happen If 
you examine minutely into the nature of those causes nhich 
generally occasion bankruptcies, you will find them arising 
from some things with which you are still unacquainted I 
shall endeavour to point out a few, and submit to your omi 
judgment v hether I am mistaken or not And the first is, 
generally, a careless attention to business, — tlie not keeping 
regular accounts, and a more earnest desire after pubhc 
entertainments than assiduity to business on the 'Change 
Mercantile affairs require a clear and solid judgment, and it 
IS morally impossible for that man to prosper in trade whose 
mind IS continually engaged in the pursuit of things foreign 
to, and wholly unconnected with, that station in which Pro 
ndence has placed him It is a contradiction in terras 
Assiduity always procures respect, and generally msures 
success. Another cause of the many failures in the mercan 
tile world is the vanity of those in trade, living above then 
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circumstances This nee is at present so predominant 
among the citizens, and its consequences so fatal, that one 
uould almost imagine the people were labouring under some 
penal infatuation Formerly the citizens of Loudon were 
.hstmgnished in a peculiar manner for their gravity , the 
Change and the Custom house -were the only places they 
frequented ivhen they went from home But now the state 
of affairs is changed, and those places where their predeces 
Bors acquired fortunes are considered as too low and vulgar 
for them to be seen at Nay, so far have they earned their 
extravagance, that all distinctions are m a manner con 
founded, and the wife of a tradesman is hardly known from 
the lady of a peer Dissipation, extravagance, and even 
debauchery, have taken the place of activity, prudence, and 
frugality , so that instead of acquiring independent fortunes, 
and retiring from business with credit and honour in then 
advanced years, we first see their names in the frazette, and 
the remainder of their lives is either spent in a pnson, or 
they are left to struggle through the world without credit, 
under the odious appellation of a bankrupt The last cause 
I would mention is natuially the effect of the others, — 1 
mean a desperate attempt to repaii a broken fortune by 
engaging deeply at gammg This practice has been attended 
with such pernicious consequences, that the children unborn 
wall become real sufferers through the madness of their in 
fatuated parents When those who have wasted their sub 
stance in nolons living aie awakened by a feeling sense oi 
their approaching sliame and nusery, they generally muster 
up all they can procure, and at one stioke venture it all, 
and if one is snccessful, most commonly twenty are mined 
What I have now told yon is the result of long expenence, 
and I doubt not but yon will find too glaring pioofs of it 
It now remains that I should, in compliance with your 
request, pomt out some rules to be observed m order to 
carry on bnsiness both with credit, honour, and profit 
But I know of no method more propei them to act dm 
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metncally opposite to the conduct of those already men- 
tioned 

* J>am to be wise bj other's hnnn 
And jou shall do fall well ' 

Never leave that undone till to moiTow tliat can be per 
formed to day 

Never trust that to either a fiiend or a servant uhioh can 
be done by yourself 

Keep an account of everyday’s expense, and once, at least, 
eveiy aveek compare your debit nith your credit 

Be not over anxious in acquiring ncbes Trade is solid, 
but slow , and experience has long since convinced me, that 
those Tiho are over hasty in acquiring nches, most commonly 
fail in their attempts, and soon find themselves real beggars 
But, ahoae all, remember, that m vain do we rise soon, or 
Bit up late, unless our labours are crowned with the Divine 
blessing I leave these things to your consideration, and 
am, with great sincenty, your well u isher 


LETTER CXIX 

PnOJI A aFKTLEMAN OP DEOATED OIHOOMSTANCES IH THF 
COONTRT, TO ANOTHER LATELY RETURNED PKOII THE EAST 
INDIES, RECOMMENDINO HIS SON TO HIS PROTECIION 

Sir, — I u-as greatly pleased to hear of your arrival, but 
much more so that you had acquired an ample fortune You 
knew me uheu my circumstances were not only easy, but 
likewise affluent and you also know that at that time I 
was glad of every opportunity of assistmg my friends But, 
alas 1 I am now in a quite different situation. By the loss 
of a ship from Jamaica, I was obliged to stop payment, and 
give up all to my creditors, uho have generously alloued 
me a small annuity for my subsistence When that fatal 
event took place, I retired into the country with my wife 
and children , and mj time has since been spent in supenn 
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Ihej- edncs-Uoa. The hearer, lar eldest son, u jnet 
tsrentr, Bcd is tet 7 d<^sirQaE of going to the East Indies , 
but ET drcomsiances are saeh, that li is not in tzlj porrer 
to grre biTD au'- ar^stance , nor, indeed, do I kno~ in ~lnt 
nanner to pro^e-d rn an sF lir of so mcch impo'tanes The 
fneriiip •B-hioh subsisted betrreen ns before -on left Erg 
land, gj-es me some enMnnsg^Tnent to hope that -onr ele-a 
t’on to aSnecce and gracdeor 1011 not make any alteration 
m yonr sentunenls ccnceming ben'^rolenoe, EO**ntbstacdtcg 
♦ne dep'ssced srtnaticn to irhieh I am reduced. I rather 
tb'nk that my present distrec'ed circumstances "ktII plead 
more po's'erfclly in farocr c^’th® yon^h, than if he'F^ere snp 
P^rtfd eren by the reco’nmfndat o” of the irho’e body of 
Direc'ors I ha*-e grren him an eancaLon pe*hap><? be”ond my 
arcnmrtasces, and nitab’e, I hoj>e, to any sitnahon in the 
mercantils Tcrld His meals, so far as I knoa, arc pare , 
and I doebt cot hxs cjndcct ”nU give satisfaction. If tht*e 
^ -ffa Till be plea «d, eithe” to take him ender yonr oirn 
p^fertion, or icstmrt me in wha* manner to proceed, in 
o^er to penaote his mtp-est, yon 1011 thereby confer a last 
mg othgakon on an mdalgent, thongh afiictel parent, and 
it shall be ackno-srleogcd iri*!! gra'itnde to the la est p°-iod 
cd’m- exis*eEce — I am, sir, yonr rery hnmhJe serrant 


ismxp CXX. 

THE 

Dzie Sir — tThen I read yonr aiiecting letter, I s-arce 
keex wte he- I ims moce gnered to hear of yonr dig*rer=ed 
nrwimstarcea, or filled -nth shame trat I had been three 
mor'hs in England, and ne-er inqni-ed for one irho had no* 
on!- treated me -vnth hnmant-, bnl eren a'sisted me in 
makmg my firs* -ojage to the Indie3._ d enr house was an 
arrium to me when I was nt'crly dent tii*e, and I shocld 
t? Esider m-s<^T as an object of the utmost abhorrence,' if J 



118 


BETTERS Oh EEIEJCDSniP 


hssitAted one moment jn compljmg with lonr request, re- 
lating to the amiable joutb who brought me the letter But 
in nhat light must I con'^ider mjself, were my gratitude to 
the best of men confined to such a favour as would cost me 
nothing, or what I would grant to a stringer? I^o, sir, I am 
ELHEible of benefits received, and should consider myself as a 
mean, abject vrclch, if I did not acknowledge them mth gra 
titude I have just been wath jour son to the Directors, and 
he 13 engaged as a w later in Bengal If the climate agrees 
with his constitution, there is no great fear but he will 
soon acquire a considerable fortune For which purpose, 
I haae deposited, in the bauds of the supercargo, £500 
for Lis use , — which, you know, is more than I had when 
I first embarl ed for that part of the world But still I 
should consider myself as acting \erj partially, if, v hilst 
I am making provision for the son, I shonlcl forget Ins aged 
parents The ships for India don’t sail till next March, so 
that your son wall have at least three monllis to remain with 
you before he embarks He sets off with the coach to mor 
row, and I liavo intrusted him with something for vour im- 
mediate use I intend calling to spend a few days wath you 
next month, and he assured that nothing in mv power shall 
be w anting to mal c j our life as agreeable as possible I 
liaie not so far forgot tbe principles of a virtuous education, 
as to look with uidiircrcnce on Ibc various dispensations 
of Providence How true is that sajang of the waso man, 
“ The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong 
As human w isdom cannot discern the progress to earthly 
grandeur, so man’s prudence is not al lays able to gnard 
against calamitous c'cnts I am therefore determined not 
to place my confidence in riches, hut only to consider myself 
as the steward of that all bountiful God from whom I Lave 
received them. This is my fixed resolution, and I hope no 
alluremert whatever shall tempt me to deviate from it — J 
t m, dear sir, yonr sincere friend 


I 
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LETTEE CXXI 

FROM A CLEROrMAN IK THE OOUMRir, TO A LADT IK LOKDOJT 
OK THE DEATH OF A VALUED FRIEKD 

Madam, — D eatli, that king of terrors, having pierced •with 
ius fatal shaft thelieart of the generous Pollio, I went to pay 
my last duties to my deceased friend , hnt vho can describe 
that torrent of sorrow uhich oveni helmed my hieast on my 
arrival at the house of mourning ! He had just completed au 
ample and commodious seat, but was not permitted to spend 
one jojful Imur under its roof His gardens were planted 
■with the choicest fruits, and decorated in the most graceful 
manner, but tlieir master has gone doun to the valley of the 
shadow of death Since death is the portion of every indin 
dual, we should engrave tlie thought, in the most legible 
characters, on the tablets of our memories We see our 
neighbours fall,— no turn pale at the shock, and feel a trem 
bling dread No sooner are they removed from our sight, 
but, driven m the whul of business, or lulled in the languors 
of pleasure, ne forget Prondence, and neglect its errand 
The impression made on our unstable minds is like the trace 
of an arrow through the penetrated air, or the path of the 
keel in the furrowed waves Did we reflect senously on the 
numberless disasters, — such as no human prudence can fore 
see nor the gieatest care prevent, — that be in wait to accom 
phsh our doom, we ■pould be obhged to look upon ourselves 
as tenants at w ill, and bable to be dispossessed of our earthly 
tabernacle at a moment’s warning The last enemy has not 
only unnumbered avenues for his approach, but even holds 
hiS fortress in the seat of onrbfe The crimson fluid which 
distributes health is impregnated with the seeds of death 
Some unforeseen impediment may obstruct its passage, or 
some unknown violence may divert its course , in either of 
which cases it acts the part of a poisonous draught, or a 
deadly wound The partition which separates time from 
m) 9 
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eternity is nothing more than the breath of our noslnls, and 
tlie transition ma} he made in the least particle of time 

If we examine the records of mortality, we shall find the 
I emorials of a mixed multitude, resting together without 
any icgard to rank or senioritj None are ambitious of the 
uppermost rooms or cluef seats in the mansions of the dead, 
none entertain fond and eager expectations of being honour 
ehlv greeted in their daiksome cells The man of years and 
expeneiicc, reputed as an oi-iclc in his generation, is content 
to lie dou n at the feel of the babe In this common rccep 
tacle the 'on ant is cqualla accommodated with his master 
I’ln, poor indigent lies as softly as the most opulent possessor 
All the distinction that subsists is a grasst hillock bound 
V ith osiers, or a eepulchral stone ornamented with imagery 

Wliv then should wo raise such a mighty stir about supo 
iioriti and precedence, when the next rcmo\e will reduce us 
all to a state of equal meannessi IVhy should we exalt our 
selfcs and debase others, since we must all one day lie on a 
eommon level 1 IVe must all bo blended together in the same 
common dust Hero pereons of contrary interests, and dif 
ferent sentiincnts, sleep together. Death having laid his hands 
on the contending parties, and brought all 'their differences 
to a conclusion 

Eternity 1 how are our boldest, our strongest thoughts lost 
and 01 erw helmed in thee 1 Who can set land marks to limit 
thy dimensions, or find plummets to fathom thy depth 1 
\\ hat numbers can state, what line gauge the length and 
breadth of eternitj 1 Jlysterious, mighty existence! when 
ages, numerous as the bloom of spring, increased by the her 
bage of summer, both augmented by the leaves of autumn, and 
all multiplied by the drops of rain which drowrn the winter, 
— ten thousand more than can be represented by any simili 
tude, or imagined by any conception, are all involved in 
etermta, — vast, boundless etenuty • after all these numerous 
ages have expired, eternity is only beginning to begin —I am, 
madam, your sincere though afflicted friend 
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LETTER cxxn 

TFOM A OEVTLEMAR TO HIS FRIEM), 0^ HAPPINESS 

Deau Sir, — seems to be the fstc of mm to seek nil his 
consolnlions in futurity The time present is very seldom 
able to fill desire or imagination mth immediate enjoyments, 
and we are therefore forced to supply the deficiencj by re 
collection or anticipation 

Eiery one so often experiences the fallaciousness of hope, 
and the inconveniences of teaching himself to expect ti hat a 
thousand accidents may preclude, that, when time has abated 
the confidence mth iihich vonth rushes out to take posses 
Eioii of the world, we uaturallj endeavour, or wish, at least, 
to find entertainment in the renew of life, and to repose 
upon real facts and certain expenence 

But so full IS the world of calamity, that cierv source of 
pleasure is polluted, and tranquillity disturbed When time 
has supplied us watli events sufficient to eraploj our thoughts/ 
it has mingled tlicrn wntli so many disasters and afflictions, 
that we shnnk from the remembrance of them, dread their 
intrusion on our minds, and fly from them to company and 
diversion 

Ko man that has passed the middle point of life can sit 
down to feast upon the pleasures of youth, without finding 
the banquet imbiltered by tbe cup of sorrow Many days 
of harmless frolic, and many nights of honest festivity, will 
recur , he may revive the memory of many lucky accidents, 
or pleasing extravagancies or if he has engaged in scenes of 
action, and been acquainted with nfiairs of difficnlty, and 
■vicissitndes of fortune, he may enjoy the nobler pleasure of 
looking hack upon distress firmly snjiported, — upon danger 
resolutely encountered, — and upon oppression artfully de- 
feated 51neas xerj properly comforts his companions, 
when, after the horrors of a storm, thev have landed on an 
unknoivn and desolate country, wath the hope that then 



122 


LETTEllS 0^ FRIEVESlIir 


tnisenes will, at some distant penod, be recounted with 
delight There arc, perhaps, few higher gratifications than 
that of reflection on evils surmounted, vhen they are not 
mcurred by our onn fault, and neither reproach us with 
cowardice nor guilt 

But this kind of fehcitj is nlnajs abated by the reflection, 
that they vith whom wc should be most pleased to share it 
are now in the graie A fen jcars make such havoc among 
the human race, that wo soon sec oursches dcpnved of those 
with whom WL entered the world The man of enterprise, 
when he has recounted liis ndicnturcs, is forced, at the close 
of the narration, to pay a sigh to the memory of those w ho 
contributed to his success , and he that has spent his life 
among the gayer part of mankind, has quickly his remem 
branco stored with the remarks and repartees of wats, whose 
sprightlincss and raerninent are now lost in perpetual silence 
The trader whoso industry has supplied the want of inherit 
ance, when ho sits down to cnjo> his fortune, repines in 
solitary plenty, and laments the absence of those companions 
with whom ho had planned out amusements for his latter 
>cars, and the scholar, aahose merit, after a long senes of 
cDTorts, raises him from ohscuritj, looks round in vain from 
Ins evaltcd state, for his old friends, to he witnesses of lua 
long sought-for aflluencc, and to partake of his bounty 
Such IS tho imperfection of all human happiness, and 
eicrj period of life is obliged to borrow its enjoyments from 
the time to come In youth wc have nothing past to enter 
tain us, and in ago wc denvc nothing from the retrospect 
but fniitless sorrow Tho loss of our friends and companions 
impresses hourly upon us the necessity of our ow n departure 
Vte find that all our schemes are quickly at an end, and 
that wo must he down in the grave with the forgotten multi 
tudes of former ages, and yield our places to others, who, 
like us, shall be driven a wnile by hope and fear upon the 
surfaci of the earth, and then, like us, he lost in the shades 
ot death 
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Beyond this termination of our corporeal existence we are 
therefore obhged to extend our hopes, and every man indulges 
his imagination with Bomcthiiig which is not to^happen till 
he has lost the power of perceiving it Some amuse them 
selves wath entails and settlements,— provide for the increase 
and perpetuation of faniihes and honours, and contrive to 
obviate the dissipation of fortune, which it has been the 
whole business of their lives to accumulate Others, more 
refined and exalted, congratulate their own hearts upon the 
future extent of their reputation, the lasting fame of their 
performances, the reverence of distant nations, and riie 
gratitude of unprejudiced posterity 
It IS not, therefore, from this world that any ray of comfort 
proceeds to cheer the gloom of the last hour But futunty 
has still its prospects, — there is yet happmess in reserve 
Snfiioient to support us under every affliction Hope is the 
chief blessing of man, and that hctfie only is rational which 
we are certain cannot deceii e —I am, sir, Lc 


LETTER eXXm 

FROM nis FBIEini Ih AKSWEB, COXCrBIONO THE IMjrORTALlTT 
OF THE SOUL 

Jlv Dear Frifxd, — The picture you have drawn ofhuman 
nature is too true to he domed, and what you have said of 
tho impossibility of enjoying real happiness in this life has 
led me to consider that pleasing subject, the immortabty of 
the soul 

The soul has been treated of by many philosophers , several 
have pretended to define it, some to desenbe its substance, 
and m a word, many have pretended to say what it really is 
in itself For ray part, I fairly renounce every attempt to 
explain either its nature or connection with the body I am 
content with my confidence, that I have a reasoning faculty 
within myself, of which, together with my visible body, 1 
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am composed and constituted It must be allowed, that 
through all the parts of nature there appears a roost benevo 
lent intention, m the providence of God, for man’s pieserva 
tion and comfort The earth and water administer to Ins 
food and raiment, animals of various kinds are preserved 
for him in due season, ns we every day exiierieucc But 
these pleasures are but of a subordinate degree , he enjoys 
something of a far more sublime nature, his poii er of con- 
templating on the goodness of his Jlaker, in the cieation of 
all these things, uhicli renders him desirous of something 
above and beyond them alL 

Can it therefore be suggested, that beings capable of the 
most refined eontemplation oij the uorks of creation , beings 
capable of being iiioicd and affected, even to an meNpressible 
degree of pleasure, by the combined harmonics of sound , 
beings capable of increasing and advancing tlieir knowledge 
and speculation m all things, cien to tlicir last moments 
beings capable of conceiving notions n Inch no part of tbeir 
mortal fi-arao can po'siblj convey to their understandings, 
and in vLich no instniraontal influence can have any sh iie , 
beings that arc never satisfied in searching after truth, 
through all the winding labjniiths and hidden recesses of 
nature, — I saj, can it be imagined that such beings should 
bo deprived of all custence in Ibe midst of these growing 
speculations, which can have no origin but what is tiailj 
divinel Its fulness must be in a bereafter Our verv 
imagination reaches to elcinity, in spite of all that can be 
said by the most obstinate Atheist, or that our own doubts 
can devise Ilope is a constant instinct, w Inch inspires men 
with a desire of finding some better state, and is a sure 
presage of futurity , nor could any man on earth be possessed 
of it if that state were not ceitain, no more than he should 
shrink at committing a wicked act if theie were no power 
witlun himself that 15 to live hereafter Another strong 
proof of the immortality of the soul flows from the infallible 
goodness and justice ef the Divine Being , for if it were not 
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immortal, and ever conscious of pood and eul done in Hub 
life, tLat goodness and justice nould lie liable to be called in 
qiiition This notion bas often confounded some of ibc 
greatest pbilosopliers, and is at tlie same tunc ono of the 
greatest considerations, when enleied upon n itb deliberation, 
to prove a future state Can ne hesitate to believe the 
imniortabtj of the soul, nlicn ne see lion the most ab imloned 
miscreants lieo and prosper in alHiience of fortune, can i ing 
it with a high hand against their ncighbonrs, distressing ill 
in their poner, enjojang and noting on the substance oI 
nidows and oiplnns, and at last going to tlic giavc iin 
pumslied, vliilst the innocent and iiituons sutler a senes 
of afflictions and miseries, bj the means of those pon erful 
tyrants all their Ines, and at length lie down in the dust 
uTonged and uuredressed in this life , if, then, there be not 
a hereafter for the soul, and if it bo not conseiouB of p ist 
good and owl, rliere is the justice, nhere is the goodness, 
where is the mercy, where is the benevolence, in gi\ lug being 
to mankind, for no other end but to Buffer pains and misonos 
at the hands of another] And what but parlialiti, which i' 
injustice in itself, would have oideicd suffoiiiigs like these 
for some, and a poner of tjTanniring to othci^, for the short 
date of the life of man here, were there no pDnishmi.nt fur 
the unjust and base, no happiness for the virtuous and 
injured hereafter] This is a consider ition dreadful in it^ 
very essence, if justiee were nowhere to ensue Hut wlm 
can behold the beauties of all the parts of the creation,— w lio 
can see lumsolf, and know ho exists, aud at the same lime 
observe, not only the careful proiision made for him, hut 
also the numberless methods of propagating and picsf'riinj 
it for his use,— without knowing, at the same tune, that ab 
these things were created for him, as well as the tjTaut w ho 
deprives him of them , and llie avaricious, who abuses t!ie 
good things of this life, by denying them not only to otliei s 
but even to himself,— I say, who can be Eciisible of tlie^c 
things, who observe this divine impartiality, and doubt o' 
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fuluro resvarda for the rirtnous, and fatnre punishments for 
the n iched t for millions of cn! deeds arc nnpnnishcdj and 
as manr wrongs done, nithout restitution m this life, and, 
therefore, though a wicked man mar escape punishment lu 
tins life, it is impossible he should ever shun the justice of 
that dinne law, which neccssanlr points out that social 
rirtnes and benevolence should be the rcciprcKial commerce 
beta eon man and man, during his short star here, and that 
un(l<.r the sea crest rest notions and I'cnaltics. Where then 
must the certain jnsliec of the Dmne Being lake pheel If 
not on this side the grave, it mn.t certainlv be after the 
'oul IS separated from the body Sncli mv dear friend, aie 
mv thoughts on that most important subject and I leave 
them with yon as a tes'imonvof my nnfiigned affection — 
I am, sir, jours m the greatest a'^Cvtiom 


LETTER CSXrV 

raoH A OE TO ms rroEan, coscEr,Mao pFSJCDtcr 

Sir, — I was htelv in companv with several gentlemen, 
and as the conversation turned upon a vanety of subjects, I 
was much suri'nseil to find overv one prejudiced to his own 
favourite opinion, without being able to assign a reason why 
thev should so hastily take it upon themsehes to dOj^matire 
with so much assurance 

Among the various erx>rs info which human nature is 
'lalle to fall, there are some which people of a true under 
■standing are perfictlv sensible of in themselves, vet, either 
wanting a strength of resolution to breah througn what, by 
long cus'om, has become habitual, or being of too indolent a 
temper to endeavour an alteration, still persist to act in 
eontraaiction to the dictates of even their own reason an 1 
judgment. What we call prejudke, or prepossession, is 
certa nlv that which stands foremost in the rank, of semlitv 
It IS the m-eat ring leader of almost all the mistakes we are 
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guilty of, Tvliethcr in tlie Bentiments of our hearts or the 
conduct of our actions As milk is tho first nourishment of 
the body, so prejudice is tho first thing given to the mind to 
feed upon No sooner does the thinking faculty begin to 
shou itself, than prejudice mingles witli it, and spoils its 
operations Whatever we are cither taught, or h appen of our 
selves to 111 e or dislike, n c, for tho most part, continue to 
applaud or condemn to our life’s end — so difficult is it to 
eradicate in age those sentiments imbibed in our jouth 

It is this fatal propensity which binds, as it n ere, our 
reason m chains, and \i ill not suffer it to look abroad, or 
evert any of its powers hence are our conceptions bounded, — 
our notions meanly narrow, — our ideas, for tho most pait, un 
just, and our judgment shamefully Icd astraj The bnghtest 
rays of truth in vain shine upon our minds, nhen prejudice 
has shut our ojes against them We aie even rendered bj 
It V holly incapable of evamining an> thing, and take all upon 
trust that it presents to us This not only makes us liable to 
be gnilty of injustice, lU nature, and ill manners to others, 
but also insensible of ubat is owing to ourselves Wo run 
mth all our might from a real and substantial good, and 
court an eraptj name, a mere notbmg We mistake infamv 
for renown, and nun for advantage , in short, w here a strong 
prejudice prevails, nil is sure to go amiss 

What I would bo understood to mean by the word preju 
dice, IB not that liking or disliking winch naturally arises 
on the Bight o? anj new object presented to us As, for 
evample, we may happen to fall into the company of two 
persons equally deserving, and equally strangers to us, and 
wutb neither of whom we either have, or expected to have, 
the least concern, yet we shall have, m spite of us, and 
without being able to give any reason for it, greater good 
wishes for the one than the other But this is occasioned 
by that sympathv which nature has implanted lu all crenteil 
beings 

This, therefore, is what we call fancy, aud veij mdeh 
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difierent from j)rcjU(lico, tilncli indeed enters cliiefly tluough 
the enrs When our notions of persons, or tilings, Mhioh 
've of oun!ehi,s knon nothing of, nro guided, nnd our npjiro 
b-itionordi'ipjiroh'itionof them, c' cited merely by wlmt ire 
ore toU, nnd ■whielioftcrwords vc refuse to he connneed le 
false, then it is that iio moy he s-iid to be goremed by tliat 
settled jiropos^ccsion so dangerous to the uorld, and to om 
clinracters, iiilereat, and happiness, for the other is light 
lolatdc, nnd of little eonseiiiicnec 
To n^oid being led aua\ by sueh a. dangerous error, 
should lake nollun^ upontni^t, but all iijion trial Whether 
in the stiidi of the arts, or in our inquiiics conccniing roll 
gion, politics, or am thing else, «e should sit donn uitli a 
determined resolution to hear inpartialh both sides, nnd to 
bo diroclcd br that uhicb our ri ison most npproies Ilnd 
not some great persons digested themsohes of prejudices, rt 
bad never been fnoiircd uitli all those valuable improve 
meiits in experimental philo'opby made of late years in 
difTercnt parts of Europe After all, it is no casv matter to 
divest oursehes of acquired preyudicos, and it is a mclan 
clioly reflection that manv of onry cars are spent in acquiring 
Bueli fatal notion'! th it there is scarce time left to emdicaW 
them — 

Trom Oj? Ilm we fln lo krviw 

'\^ e Htc an J 1 Arp yr* not IJ wJi r crotr 
U It L* o tnu)i Tmoi f»lirl coij woul t dliccrn 
'luj flnt IliroI>e IfiA tnfu I and all ui I '^m. 

To dfipcrn 5» tbe c’lll 1 tbe mcrtal !lre< 

And defttfa a-ii f -eclj x ere lb® cian arrircA. 

truth II“» hH an I re we can nnlrr 
Tit* gUtterIrp jfcni our r<ctln;; life (f o r — rncr 

— I am, sir, your sinct'o fnciia 
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LETTEE CXXV 

rnov: A gzktlil^ak, iatelte'itered cto’i house eekphtg, 
10 A fbieed 

Sir, — If ■sre reflect on the nature of the human species, 
ire shall be convinced that all mankind were ongmally de 
signed by the great Creator for social creatures For can 
we imagme that man, above all other animals, is bom the 
most indigent, helpless, and abject i Our mutual dependence 
on each other is therefore one of the first things v-e should 
know and he convinced of, and con'eqnentlv, we ought to 
aid and relieve one another, and promote the happiness of 
every individual, as far as is consistent with trntn, and the 
dictates of right reason Can we suppose that the Supreme 
Being bestowed upon ns the wonderful facnlty of evpressing 
and communicating to others our ideas by sounds, for no 
purpose 1 Is it reasonable to think that man ought to lire 
in soLtude, and expect happiness only from himself’ la 
other parts of the creation, the wnsdom of Providence has 
done nothing m vain The use of words was not given ns 
to converse with brates, for they neither understand nor 
return them It is therefore evident they were designed 
for the mutual intercourse of the human species Besides, 
the same passions are common to all men , love and hatred, 
hope and fear, pleasure and pam, are the same in everj 
individnal who acts conformably to his nature This lik^ 
ness m our desires must necessanly attract us, and create 
m ns snch an esteem for each other, that nothing but nima 
tural dispositions or the greatest corruption can dissolve 
Let us suppose a man banished mto the remotest wilderness, 
without the commerce, the company, or the friendship of 
his feUow-beings, — ^how dismal must his condition be ! He 
may, perhaps, find means to continue his existence by taking 
snch animals as the desert affords, and by gathering such 
fmts and vegetables as the earth spontaneously yields, but 
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lus life must bo a continual scene of horror and despair,— 
no fnend to converse ivith, — no mortal to defend him from 
the ravenous jaivs of the savage mhabitants of the forest, — 
no physician to administer the salutaiy productions of nature, 
when pain and sickness make their approach In short, he 
would be so far from arriving at happmess, that he would 
scarce desire to support his existence, and even court the 
king of terrors to terminate at once his sorrows with his hfe 
Since choice, as well as necessity and conveniency, should 
mdnce all men to unite and form societies, it is the indis 
pensable duty of every individual to become a useful member, 
and contribute all in his power to promote the happiness of 
the whole In order to this, before we embark in any action, 
we should reflect on the consequences which must necessarily 
flow from it, by imagining it to have been already done by 
another , and we shall immediately be able to judge of the 
modes of pleasure or pain it will give to others from the 
manner of its affecting ourselves To a reasonable being, 
nothing brings pain but ncc, or pleasure but virtue This 
precaution must tend to promote benevolence, friendship, 
and honesty imong mankind, whereas the not observing it 
subjects us to the tyranny of our passions, to gratify which 
men frequently become faithless, cruel, dishonest, and traitor 
ous We are convinced tint men must live in societies, 
and, m order to lire happy, it is evident they must be nrtu 
ous, since nothing else in our power can mutually secure us , 
human beings are so circumstanced that they should love, 
assist, and protect each other The great end of our being 
13 happiness, it cannot be supposed that the Omnipotent 
Author of nature intended any being should inevitably be 
miserable Human happiness is always proportional to the 
perception we have of ideas or thmgs, that is, the same 
object may give a higher degree of happiness to one person 
than to another But no degree of human happiness can sub- 
sist without society , men, therefore, enter into societies foi 
the mutual happiness of each other, and that every indivi 
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dual should enjoy the advantages resulting from such a 
union, by regulating aU human actions by some standard or 
law In childhood the laws of action naturally flow from 
the modes of pleasure and pain which sensible objects im 
press on the tender organs Those of men fundamentally 
arise from the former, but with this difference, that the 
reasoning faculty, now grown strong by experience, deter 
mines those things to be good or evil, m the same manner in 
which we before affirmed this or that to be pleasure or pain 
Hence it is evident that the spring of action is the same both 
in the mind and m the body for that which is evil to the 
mind IS, by the same rule, painful to the body, and that 
which is truly pleasing to the body is also good to the mind 
It IB therefore ewdent that the ideas of go!id and evil are 
naturally evident to the mmd by the assistance of reason 
The very Ian a of property may be examined by these first 
principles of pleasure and pain 1711116 we are infants, we 
are subject to the Ian of our senses , when we are men, to 
that of our reason And, therefore, unless we abandon Tea 
son, the characteristic of our nature, we must regulate our 
actions by her precepts 

Though a man has a freedom of will, he is not on that 
account lawless, and at liberty to commit what outrages or 
violence bis vicious appetites suggest The null, a? nell as 
the appetite, are the servants of reason, and should be 
governed by her, as she is by her own laws, we may there 
fore rationally conclude that men should live lu perpetual 
obedience to some law , and as the law of reason is the most 
suitable to human nature, it is consequently the most ebgible 
The immutable will of the Supreme Being is a kind of law 
which he has imposed upon himself Those immense orbs, 
which regularly move through the system of the universe, 
have motion and gravitation, attraction and repulsion, as 
signed for tlieir laws, and man his reason. And it is reason 
able to think that the same economy runs through all the 
bemgs in nature 
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Trom wbat has been said, it e~ideatly appears that socie- 
ties are not onlv the source of happine-s, but also ab5olnt'>lT 
no^e^sary , and that they cannot subsist mthout some la's- 
Nor should man, nct'vithstandin^ the loud demands of his 
passions, think himself enslaved for living nrder the doiai 
nion of reason, since the great Creator himself regulates his 
conduct bv a lav, v hich, from the unchangeaolencss of his 
nature, has subsisted from, and "ull eontmue to, all eternity 
TVliy then should not ire stnctly conform ourselves to the 
principles of reason t IS pleasure be desirable, as most surely 
it IS, we can onlv hope to obtain it by follovmg her dictates 
Those pleasures we enjoy con rary to her precepts, alu-ays 
leave a s*ing behind them infinitely greater than the joys we 
find in their possersinn, ITe should, the’^fore, alvavs let 
reason direct our aeti ms and remember the golden rule of 
doing to others what we our-elves, in their circumstances, 
should desire from another This is alone sufficient to con 
duct a man mnooentiv and safely through the joumcv of life, 
tiU death draws the ved which separates this from the world 
of spirits. — am, sir, yours afiectionately 


LETTEE CXiVI 

FEOR me SAME, O'"! PPIDE 

Dear Sib — The great iceqnalitv that we often p/erceive in 
the profluctions of the mind of the same man, is not in the 
least to be wondered at , for, as man’s bodv is composed of the 
elements, so it vanes with the weather, and changes oftener 
than the moon , so the soul, though in itself immutable, yet 
is connected with, and compelled to act in and through these 
corporeal organs, which are alwavs changing, and must of 
necessity have its power of acting more or less impeded , 
must nse and fall, like the mercury in the glass, according 
to their degree of clearness. Hence the mind is one honi 
pure as ethereal air, — the next, fnul as the thickest fog 
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put this human machineij together, but made all the mate- 
rials also ! He that arrogates to himself honour, on account 
of any excellence whatever, is a thief, and robs his Creator 
The royal Psalmist, when he blessed and praised the Lord 
for his people’s offering so wilhngly towards erecting the 
temple, most truly says, “ But who am I, and w hat is my 
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this 
sort 1 for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee ” There is, indeed, nothing that mankind are so 
prone to be proud of as their reason , w e look upon that as 
our own lutnnsie jewel, not liable to be lost, hke wealth, or 
Fortune’s other external favours, but fixed to ourselves, and 
pennanent as our existence , yet how often do we see this 
boasted excellence totally pensh by the most trivial means ' 
A tile falhng shall disorder some slender vessel of the brain, 
when, hke a flame extinguished, it vanishes never to be re 
kindled. How often, like the shrivelled branches of a tree, 
whose vessels being obstructed, wither for want of tlieit 
uutntive sap, is this vaunted jewel lost by a paralj'tic blow 1 
Nay, indeed, how often has the vain pnde of reason, and the 
self assumed honour of it, deginded human nature to a brute, 
and procured the just punishment of Nebuchadnezzar 3 
Pnde IS the parent of evil, and, of all the passions, is the 
most odious to our Creator, and most hurtful to ourselves 
It makes us rob him of his due praise, and oui selves of all 
content , for a proud man will ever meet with some poor 
Mordecai. Pride makes men look at them own merits 
through a magnifying, at others through a contracting glass, 
and though it blinds us to our own folhes, yet it makes us 
pry into the frailties of others with eagles’ eyes , and accord 
fng to the word of perfect wusdom, it makes us “ see the 
mote in anothei’s eye, but not the beam in our ow n ” Pnde 
and reason can never accord , they are m nature opposites, 
and as contrary as love and hatred, and as incompatible as 
light and darkness 

There is, however, a just, necessary, and well founded 
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BO manj flatteimK courtiers, called passions, ■who paint in 
his mind such pleasing delusive images, and draw such an 
artful shade oier his reason, as renders it very difficult for 
him to see himself in an impartial light Yet, however dif 
hcult it is, it may he done, this mist of the mmd may be 
cleared up, these false fnends may be unmasked, and these 
mental flatterers detected and condemned, by resolutely 
everting our reason, and trying them at her unbiassed bai 
1 he best of mankind will, b> a thorough and impartial in 
spection of themselves, bj carefully viewing the mirror of 
their minds, find failings sufficient to abate their pnde 
Self knowledge is, of all attainments w hatsoever, the most 
useful to oursehes, and most beneficial toothers, itnotonlj 
teaches us to think humbly of oursehes, and to amend our 
f uilts, but. 111 e Heaven, to pity and forgive the frailties of 
others, it teaches us, whatsoever degree of reason we maj 
be blessed w ith, not to be puffed up with pride, but to con 
BiJer it as a talent intrusted to us, of which we must render 
a just account , not to assume the least honour of it to our 
«cl es, but to act as becomes reasonable creatures, and to 
give all the glorj to Him from w horn we received the pow er 
—I am, sir, your sincere friend 


lETTEE CXXVH 

rnojl THE SAME, OV THE CTILITT OF STOHrinO THE SCIESCES 

hlr Dear Friend — That wonder is the effect of ignorance, 
has often been observed The awful stillness of attention 
with wluch the mind is overspread at the first view of an 
unexpected effort, or an uncommon performance, ceases when 
1 e have leisure to disentangle complic.itions, and mvestigate 
laiises Wonder is a pause of reason, a sudden cessation of 
the mental progress, which lasts only while the understand 
ing IS fixed upon some single idea, and is at an end when it 
recovers force enough to divide the object into its parts, -or 
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to the most active and vigorous intellect, but of uhioh everj 
member is separately weali, and which may therefore be 
quickly subdued, if it can once be broken 

The chief art of learning, as Locke has observed, is to 
attempt but little at a time The furthest excursions of the 
mmd are made by short flights frequently repeated , the 
most loftj fabrics of science are founded upon the continued 
accumulation of single propositions 

It fieqnently happens, whatever be the cause, that this 
impatience of labour, or dicad of miscarriage, seizes those 
who aie most distinguished for qiuckness of apprehension , 
and that they who might with great reason promise them 
selves victory, are least wdbng to hazard the encounter 
This difiBdence, where the attention is not laid asleep by 
laziness, or dissipated by pleasures, ean arise only from 
confused and general mews, such as negligence snatches in 
haste, or from the disappomtment of the first hopes formed 
by arrogance without due reflection To expect that the 
mtricaoies of science will be pierced by a careless glance, 
or the emmences of fame ascended without labour, is Eb 
expect a peculiar privilege, a power demed to the rest of 
mankind , but to suppose that the maze is inscrutable to 
diligence, or the heights inaccessible to perseverance, is to 
submit tamelj to the tyranny of fancy, and enchain the mmd 
m voluntary shackles 

It IS the proper ambition of the heroes m literature to 
enlarge the boundaries of knowledge, by discovering and 
conquering new regions of the mtellectual world To the 
success of such undertakings, perhaps, some degree of for 
tiutous happiness is necessary, which no man can promise 
or procure to himself , and, therefore, doubt and irresolu 
tion may be forgiven in him that ventures mto the untrodden 
abvsses of truth, and attempts to find his way through the 
fluctuations of uncertamty, and the conflicts of contradiction 
But when nothing more is required than to pursue a path 
already beaten, and to trample on obstacles which others 
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hnre demolished, why should any man so much suspect 
his own intellect, as to imagine himself unequal to the 
attempt 1 

It were to be wished that those who devote their hves to 
study, uould at once hehere nothing as too great for their 
attainment, and consider nothing as too little for their 
regard , that tliej would ex-tend their notice alike to science 
and to life, and unite some knowledge of the present world 
to their acquaintance with past ages and remote events 

Nothing has so much evposed men of learning to contempt 
and ridicule, as their ignorance of things w hicli are known 
to all but themselves, and their inability to conduct common 
negotiations, and extricate their affairs from trivial per 
plexities Those who have been taught to consider the 
institution of the schools as giving the last perfection to 
human abilities, are suiqinsed to see men wTinkled with 
study, yet wanting to bo instructed in the minute circum 
stances of propriety, or the necessary forms of daily transac 
tions, and quickly shake off their reverence for modes of 
education, which they find to produce no ability above the 
rest of mankind 

Books, says Bacon, can never teacli the use of books 
The student must loam, by commerce with mankind, to 
reduce his speculations to practice, and accommodate his 
know ledge to tho purposes of life 

It IS too common for those who have been bred to scholastic 
professions, and passed much of their time in academies, 
where nothing hut learning confers honours, to disregard 
every qualification, and to imagine that they shall find man 
kind ready to pay homage to their knowledge and to crowd 
about them for instruction They, therefore, step out from 
their cells into the open world with aU the confidence ol 
authority and dignity of importance , they look round about 
them at once wath arrogance and scorn on a race of beings to 
whom thc\ are equally unknown, and equally contemptible, 
but whose manners they must imitate, and with whose 
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opinions they must coinplj if they desire to pass their tims 
happily among them 

To lessen that disdain uith which scholars arc inoliuetl 
to looh. on the common business of the norld, and the 
unwillingness with which they condescend to learn what is 
not to be found in any sjstcm of phdosophj, it may be 
necessarj to consider, that though admiration is excited by 
abstnise researches and remote discoveries, w e cannot hope 
to give pleasure, or to conciliate affection, but by softer 
accomplisliments, and by qualities more casilj communicable 
to those about ua lie tliat can onl) converse upon questions 
about which onij a small part of mankind has knowledge 
sufficient to be curious, must pass his davs in unsocial 
silence, and luc in the crowd of life without a companion 
Ho that can onlj bo useful on great occasions, may die witli 
out exerting his abilities, and stand a helpless spectator of a 
thousand vexations which fret awaj the liappincss of being, 
and which nothing is required to remove but a little doxtentj 
of conduct, and readme s of expedients 

No degree of knowledge attainable by man is able to set 
himaboio the want of hourly assistance, or to extinguish 
the nature of fond endearments and tender officiou‘>ncss , 
and therefore no om. should think it unnecessary to learn 
those arts by which friendship may be gamed Kindness is 
preserved by a constant reciprocation of benefits, or inter 
change of pleasures , but such beuefits only can be bestowed 
ns others are capable to concene, and such pleasures only 
imparted as others are qualified to enjoy 

By tins descent from the pinnacles of art, no honour will 
be lost , for the condescensions of learning are alw avs over 
paid bv gratitude An elevated genius employed in little 
things, appears, to use the simile of Longinus, like the sun 
in his evening declination , — he remits hia splendour, but 
retains his magnitude, and pleases more, though he da-rles 
IC'S. — I am, sir, yours affectiouatcly 
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lETTEE CXXVIIL 

FROM Tnn sAitr, ON THF Rpccssirr or nnso virtloos 

IN OOR TODTn 

Dfau Sir — Jim is tbe onlj crcotiirc m tlic moiU -nliosc 
boppiness is imperfect, and who, nt tlie same time, is 
sensible that it is so, nlio bas Eomctbiiig in biin tbol 
disdains Ibe imperfection of bis own being, and Inii„iiisbis 
after a condition more perfect "Were bo composed onl> lil e 
other animals, of flesb and blood, be Mould Cud no moie 
fault Mitb bis being than tbop do uilb tbcirs, matter alone 
being incapable of reflection Tbc'-e arc, sir, tlie secret 
rcpinings of the soul, by wbicb she CMdcntlj discovci’s her 
existence v\nd since it is natural for all beings to seek and 
thirst after b vpimicss, it is necessary to knoir Mbcrc that 
'eat IS filed, it being tbo nanl of that knou ledge that makes 
us nasto so imicb time in rain pursuits, and unproCtabk 
attempts in eiuliavouriiig to confine bapiiincfs to Ibc bodi, 
ivnich IS a prison too ucak to bold it and tbo senses that 
conduct it tliitbcr are too feeble long to guard and relain it 
it 13 constantly cndcaroanng to make its escape, — and m1i it 
iBivorse, It net er fads in accoraplislnng its aim Ilesules, if 
it has no other existence than tbe bode, it must bo ier\ 
transitory, and perisb witb it in a conlcmptible portion of 
time A man of that opinion must bo sure to keep bis 
tbougbts always steadily confined wilbin the compass of tins 
life and world , for if they bajipen to wander beyond tliesi 
limits, tliei will enter into dark and uncomfortable' regions, 
affording notbiiig but black aud dismal prospects, as too 
many gay, untbiiiking persons find by vad e' pcncnce Now 
Nirlue, tlic true source of bappincss, will gne us justcr 
notions of it, and leach us that the true seat of happiness is 
in the soul, which isofcapicity largo enough to contain it, 
and of a duration lasting enough to preserve it to ctcrnitv 
There it may rise to unmeasurable heights without rcstiainl 
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It can never overburden or overpower the soul It is the 
poor feeble bod3 only that is not able to support it, and tlat 
IS too weak to bear the rapid and violent emotions of the 
soul, when it is filled and agitated with an excessive joy 
The heart is capable of bearing but a small, insignificant 
measure of joy , it may be easily destrojed by its irresist- 
ible efforts The Iieart is equally incapable of support 
ing immoderate joy or immoderate gnef, the one proics 
destructive by too great a dilation, and the other by too 
great a depression Whichsoever of them happens in an 
immoderate degree, the frail ves=cl is broken, and life 
guslies in a toriant tlirough the wound It is a preposterous 
ie=olution of some people, to defer being virtuous till they 
grow old, imagining that wisdom is the natural consequence 
of old age , as if that which is the greatest imperfection of 
human nature were most proper to confer on us the highest 
l-erfeotion of it Long observation, indeed, is productive of 
cx])enence , but expenonce is very different fiom wisdom, 
though It IS the utmost advantage old age can pretend to 
ticslow upon us bow , it must bo considered that virtue is 
a habit of mind, which must be acquired by industry and 
ipplicatiou , to be forcibly introduced into the soul in oppo 
ution to vice, and after it has gotten a long and undistuibed 
possession of it, must be attended walk great diffieulti, ami 
requires a persevering resolution It is not to be effected m 
i small interval of time , the approaches must be regular 
and gradual to dislodge so potent an enemy It is a task 
that requires the vigour of youth, and more tune than old 
age has to bestow 

The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near a re 
semblance as is possible to the divine nature, — to make us 
pure as He is pure , that is, to raise us to the utmost degree 
of punty our frail nature is capable of bow, the deferring 
this work till we grow old, is resobang to bo as unlike God 
M possible. It IS confident, but very ndiculous assurance, 
that old age will help our deformity, and gne us a very good 
#»• 
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resemblance of him, and in an instant confer upon ns pontj 
UlvO his, nftcr ivc have n ilfullj passed over oiir whole life in 
conlractuig pollution But can vro think that, when the 
purest and spnghtlicst part of life has been prostituted to 
Tice, the dregs aie an offtniig fit for our Jlakcr? and can we 
think that he will accept of such a sacnfico 1 
It IS, then, our highest wiEdom to tread the paths of nrluc 
m the morning of our days, that the evening may terminate 
null a smiling scrcnilj, and when the struggles of reluctant 
nature ale over, the soul may securely wing its way to the 
settled regions of unmolested security, — lam, sir, your sin 
cere friend 


LETTER CXXIX 

ov 'unntAor, rroit a ladt iv town, to nen friend 
I f Tiir coirsiar 

Dear Madam, — Marriage is despised by some, and by 
ollicro loo muoli coicted The fii^l, sin against tlic law of 
nature and divine ordination , the last, too often, against 
their own peace and happiness For those tint aro in ev 
traordiinry haste for a selllement, do commonly evtend their 
evpcctaiions beyond what they ha\o possessed in a single 
life, and mau\ limes the imaginary heaven proves a hell 
Though your chnngiiig your condition hod an extraordinary 
prospect, yet I hear my last letter, which was to wish you 
joy, found you in sorrow , but I know you are too well prm 
cipled not to renumber the time will como “when the 
wuked shall cease from troubling, and the weary will bo at 
rest ’ For if your husband continues soindnstriously to tor 
meiit you, ns the world represents him, I believe you can 
expect but little rest till tint time is come , unless it is by 
inward peace of a good conscience, which none can take from 
you This IS a consolation which clamorous wives always 
lose, and v Inch can never be recompensed by any point they 
gun, however apparently for tliui advantage Since the 
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hw«of God ind xntnrchavepiTcn men the»nprenje antbontj 
in mamiM, I'c onolit not I rst to 'n'ccpl tlicm nnon tbe-M; 
tonus, and tlien rnntini upon oil occasions For lliouch 
some men arc so bind as to make oi r vol e light upon ns, 
lot r-c take them fir “ticttor or irorcc and etpenence 
sho" s ns ih it the odds are on the tror'e side All this vc 
should consider hi fore we engacc ourselves in those 'tnet 
tics, iihich ol ligc us to dnv onr own irclinations, and 'om 
plv with tho c of onr hushards Indcnl human pihci 
otichl to teach ns this Ic'-sn, fir if nc make a man s i sine 
l,ss agrciahlc to him than any other place, we fumnh h ra 
with n ccKrl extusc for pom" ahroaj ishich can rcvjir be to 
our mutual advantage Tliosc men who n bus ness dc’s not 
call out to p’t n-onev, arc pore-illr spcnathnfls , and he 
that tsdnicn from Iirmo hv a wifes ill hnmcnr is always 
more extraracant abroad and svtn thinks 1 c has a better 
pretence to 1 e so, while he sa -ifices his bc-lT and soul, as 
well ns Ins csta'o to his revenge 

Some women irdc-il will divert themselves, and not srem 
to mind it, and iis'ead of ctideavonnng to win th ir Iiu' 
bands bv complaisance tn-n as eTtwivagan* as thev, or, as 
tho old proverb says, “ihs- light the cardie at both ends," 
tbnugb tbev know it mii't at last bum thur own fing''rs. 
How ever, thev very seldom fail of 'iitTeriDg by their rash 
necs and (1 e further tlav nm out, the sooner they find a 
check upon their expenses, besides, if the- should pris'i-ve 
their hone-ty, vet thev undergo the certain lo s of tf eir re- 
putation, which IS infinitely more waluable to them than anv 
thing else in the world , and althouch, bv such a conduct, 
thev may think to reclaim the men, vet thev ought not to do 
evil that good raai oomc 

But I most of all wonder at some of cur acquaintances, 
who scem to ho siK' women, and yet recommend it as the 
bes* wav to deal w iib a passionate bnsliand, to be more un 
reasonable than be Such a conduct mav siloicc Eo-se men, 
and might be panlomable, if God as well as man wen. to be 
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Eilcnccd by it But our religion tells iis, “« c must not bo 
overcome of enl, but overcome evil vvitli good " An evil 
tongue never nppenrs so odious ns m tbc mouth of a passion 
nto ivoman, ruling against her husband "We commonly say 
that a madman is possessed, and every one that is not in a 
rage himself, u ill allow passion to be a temporary madness, 
a Inch makes men act as irrationally ns lunatics, although 
they have not the same excuse to plead Such unhappy per 
sons will often loll you that passion is ti natural infirmiti, 
a violent distemper, u Inch they strive against, and therefoie 
they ought to be excused but let them remember, that their 
conduct isllic more unjustifiable, as they arc sensible of their 
follv If a liusb ind is unkind and cruel, it is a great afllic 
tion, and the Scriptures tell ns all things of that nature aie 
grievous, but as contrary ns they are to flesh and blood, ye 
they anse not from the dust, and that it is not for us to 
contend uith our Maker He that can with a non! control 
the fui7 of the uinds and seas, can with as little trouble 
avert any storm Ibat threatens, when ho secs us fit objects 
of merev For if we attempt to shake off the yoke, or think 
by struggling to make the chain sit looker upon us, wo shall 
soon bo con' meed of our error, like birds taken in a net, 
who, by beating their feathers off, increase their misery, and, 
(it the same time, disable themsehes from making their 
escape Tliosc amongst ns that know wohaic been so oblig 
mg as never to deserve an ill ivord from our jierseculors, 
ajould remember that wo every day deserve God s chastise 
racnls, and that wicked and unreasonable men are a sword 
of his, which wounds us the deeper tlie more we love the 
liand which he employs for our correction But how sharp 
soever it is, yet we sliould not repine considering it is to 
humble ns, in order to draw us nearer to himself lie has 
paid, that when we arnie at a proper degree of perfection, 
we shall be free from all onr sufferings , but as long as we 
continue to offend, we shall be punished, cillicr in this world, 
or, whatie infinitelv worse, in the world to come 
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I have a few more thoughts to send you on the same sub« 
ject, which I am not-able at present to communicate, bemg 
in a poor state of health , but I am still, dear madam, your 
sincere fnend. 


lETTEB CXXX. 

FROM THE SAME 

Dear JIadam, — In compliance mth your request, I men 
tioned a few things concerning marriage, and, according to 
my promise, now sit down to trouble you with the remainder 
It IS certainly a very silly thing for people to quarrel, who 
must be friends again, unless they choose rather to li\e 
asunder than submit silently to many things they cannot ap 
prove I u ill not pretend to detennine what provocation is 
sufficient to justify such a breach, nor to saj that it caunot 
be justified, since even the best of women have parted from 
their husbands, although they seem sincerely to Lament their 
separation Nor does their conduct accuse them to have 
done it hglitly, or upon the account of taking their pleasure , 
uhicli would soon be discovered, as in such circumstances 
all eyes are upon them, and they must live more reserved 
than the rest of the norld, or else they uould quickly bo 
liable to such a ceusui e as must vindicate the conduct of their 
husbands 

And though, in all quarrels betwixt a man and his wife, 
if it comes to a hot dispute, there are faults in both parties, 
yet the weaker vessel is so little cons dered, merely for being 
u eak, that they are often blamed much more than they de 
serve , uhich censure they can no way prevent so veil ns 
by a strict observance of their relative duties, and to have a 
conscience void of offence towards Gfod and the woild 

Nothing upon earth can be said to aflfoid satisfaction, only 
ns our imagination m ikes it ajipenr so nt a distance , and 
this prospect is dressed bj fancy in such various shapes, that 
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vrlial ■would be •\ dcl!:;Iit to oiio is a real misery io anolbei , 
and age or possession does sometimes give the same persons 
such difTerent notions, that thcj grois sick at tbe \ery tilings 
tbej- langoisbcd for before This is probablj tlie reason 
v\bv old people arc so much for denjing young ones tbose 
innocent diversions they Inve giouii aeary of tbciuselves , 
tbougli perhaps at the same time they may gratify tbeir on n 
foible m something equally ridiculdus It is this contra 
ncly in the mind that m ikes m itrimony so uneasy , for 
■alien each sets up a separate Diana to aorsbip, their hearts 
cannot be full of aficclion to each other , and if both arc 
bigoted in their own n av, it too often ruins, not only them 
sell cs, but ilso their iunoc''nt children Dut you, madam, 
are not in danger of falling into this error, being of too com 
ply ing a nature to bring y ourself and others into any meon 
venienco upon that score , and I rejoice to hear lion unrooacd 
yon appear under so great a provocation I confess that a 
husband keeinng another before one’s eyes is tbe ciudcst 
tiling bo can do , y et oven lu that case, it is most prudent to 
show no furnardness, for the mistic-s awll be sure to enter 
lam Lim vith miilli and caressing, avhicli vill make tlic 
uife’s frovns ^ccra iiioro intolerable, nnd such aiomcn neacr 
fill to magnifi all domestic accidents These proslitulcs 
are indeed the greatest enemies to conjugal lo\e, for them 
the gentlemen put on their host countenances, and with them 
they pass their most pleasing hours , the indignation is ro 
served for the inves of their bosom, who must share m no 
tiling bnt Ibcir grievances, till at last they become partners 
in their wants — the unavoidable consequence of sueh couiscs 
Some few instances wo baic seen of husbands who ha\e been 
reclaimed by a wife’s lendemess, before tbe intrigue has 
gone too far , but none, I behove, were ever hectored out of it 
Some men arc so kind to their wives, as to endeavour to con 
ccal their falsehood , which if they do, it is very indiscreet 
for the ladies to inquire mto it, and they are no friends wlio 
give them the information He that goes about to hide his 
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amour, sIiowb citlicr a senso of ahame or a regard to lua 
sjiouBe, and Ibat may in timovican Jnm from such company, 
01, at least, itisa sigu ho does not desire togneve her, which 
most men esteem their great prerogative, and would lose 
half their satisfaction in their intrigues, were it not for the 
pleasure of tormenting their wives There are some hus 
bands who, to use the old proverb, “Lave stretched the 
bow till it has broke," for any woman, whose heart i" 
divested of every V irtuous principle, in such cases, will re 
turn the compliment, cspecmllj when stimulated both by 
pride and revenge She tliiiiLs a gallant’s admiration re 
pajs the afirout whicli a husband puts upon her charms bv 
giving her place to another, perhaps less h indsoino than her 
self This has been thought a plausible excuse by many 
women, who, upon Ibcir husbands’ running astray, have 
diverted their melancholy hours at the exnense of their 
honour But whatever I have said of mutual feelings, I do 
not make any comparison in favour of my ewn se\, as I know 
the crime is much greater in the wife, and even detestable, 
modest) being the highest ornament of a woman, and the 
casting it off becomes a sin both against God and nature 
For my part, if I commit a fault against my sex, in being 
for BO much resignation, they must pardon me, for I cannot 
advaso others to more obedience than I w ould w ish to prac 
tiEC mjself, and I entreat all those who despise me, ns 
being so tame a fool, that they would bamsh all anger out of 
their minds for one fear, and then tcU me if they have not 
more content in forgiving than returning a reproacL 
I fear I have already exceeded the hounds of a letter, for 
which I ought to make an apologj, but more words would 
give you trouble , therefore I will only beg of you to excuse 
and love jour ever sincere and affectionate friend. 
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LETTER CXXXI 

FBOJ A LADY TO HER FRIEND TYIIOSE LOVER DAD BASEIT LETT 
IILR AND MARRIFD ANOTHER 

My Dear Frii nd, — Our expectation of happiness is gene 
rally so ill placed, that it is no nouder ave meet vith per 
pLiual disajipoiutinenta When onr choice arises from pas 
Sion, VC have so \erj blind a guide as will inevitably lead ns 
to destruction for though lore appears then gentlest, jet 
iiur afToctians are so much the right of our Almighty Crea 
lor, that ns often as ve fix them iiuinodciately upon any of 
tae fading objects here Lelov, vc arc ctitainlj guilty of sac 
r kge ag'iinst the diaiue goodness, which fiull is commonly 
puiushed by the very thing wt dote on This, I doubt not, 
has been your case, and not yours alone, for soon or late few 
tscape that mischief, especially amongst our weaker sex, 
whose tender nature Icavts them most exposed to nun, and 
though they see others sbipwiecked before their eyes, will 
yet venture out to sea on the same bottom, insensible of dan 
gcr till they perish, and often fall unpiticd 

5Ien hare a thousand adianlagcs o\cr us, butm the affair 
of courtship some of tlicm add cunning to all their other no 
coinphshments, and arc as rcalous to deceive as if their hves 
would be made happy by the cheat However, they will find it 
a sad mistake, at least if perjury is to lie accounted for , al 
though V our false traitor. Ill e many others, may look on 
thatiimeas at a great distance But I suppose, he thinks 
himself excused, as being more knave than fool, — which title, 
indeed, is so highly due to him, that I believe none will do 
Inm such manifest w rong as to dispute it Aud I am sure 
the blacker he appears, tlie greater reason yon have to bless 
that Providence winch ptrroilicd him to break the contract , 
for, without doubt, bo that proved so ill a lover to the best 
of mistresses, would have made an intolerable husband to 
the best of wives, and ill usi„e would have cost vou more 
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than Lis infidelitj I am sensible a heart so generons and 
constant as yours cannot easily efface the deep impiession 
he has made on it , that must he the u ork of time ith God’s 
assistance, which I hope will never fail you I do assure 
you I am deeply touched with everything that concerns 
you, nor is it uithout gyeat regret that I submit to my im 
happy circumstances detaining me from being the companion 
of your melancholy hours, which I should endeavour with 
all my pow er to dii ert 

Yon say it is a daily aggravation to your trouble, to think 
you suffered yourself to be so easily imposed on , but that, 
as I told you before, is our common fate, although all un 
posters aie not equally industrious to be wicked , and you 
ought not to condemn your own judgment for want of sagacity 
to discover a cheat, as it would be to arraign the conduct of 
almost all the human race 

Pardon me, dear madam, for troubhng j on so far Indeed, 
1 might have told yon at fiist what I must mention now, 
and what you know already, — that He only can give us com 
fort, whom we seldom regard but when we are dineu by 
necessity Solomon, who bad tiqed all the alluring charms 
of love and beauty, whose quality and riches gave him an 
opportunity to gratify every inclination, without any bounds 
to his washes, could call them all “ vanity and vexation of 
spint ” It IS no wonder, then, if all of ns discover the same 
truth to our own cost Let ns therefore resolve, as much as 
w e can, to submit our wills to the will of our heavenly Father, 
who sees all our actions, and has so decreed, that our w ay to 
everlastmg happiness should be through the waldemess of 
affliction — I am, dear madam, your sincere friend. 
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LETTEE CXXXn 

FROM A GE^TLEMA^ 0^ THE OIRCDIT, TO HIB FRIEM) IK 
LOM>OK 

De^r Sir, — T lio mTny triTla I hare been witness to on 
this journey bare led me to an inquiry concerning the nature 
of justice Justice is a rchlion of congruitj, 11111011 is really 
founded betn cen two things This lelation is aluajs the 
same, whatever being considers it, whether God, angel, or 
lastly, man 

Indeed, men do not always see these relations, and even 
when they do sec them they arc often neglected, to follow 
tbcir own peculiar interest Justice cvalts her voice, but 
she finds it difficult to be beard amidst the tumults of the 
passions 

lien often commit injustice, because it is tbeir interest, 
and they choose rather to satisfj themselves than others 
Their actions always lend to their own emolument, — nobody 
IS wicked for nothing, — some reason must sway him, and 
that reason 13 always a reason of interest 

We ought to love justice, because by that means we re 
seinble the Divine Being, of whom we have so loielv an idea, 
because be must inevitably be just And tliougb we were 
destitute of roiclation, we should still be under the go\em 
racnl of equity 

This induces me to believe that justice is eternal, and 
does not depend upon human conventions, and if it did 
depend upon them, it would be a fatal truth, which we should 
conceal even from ourselves. 

We are encompassed with men stronger than ourselves , 
tlicy may hurt us a thousand different ways, and gcncially 
wath impunity What a comfort is it to us to know that 
there 18 in the heart of all those men an inward pnnciplc, 
tliat exerts itself in our behalf, and protects us from their 
vaolencc ! 


11 
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Were it not for thiSj we sliould have to live in a scene of 
perpetual honor , we should be as much temfied at meeting 
1 man as a hon , and we should never one single moment 
ho secure of our liveSj our estates, or our honour 

When I reQeot on these things, my indignation is inflamed 
against those jiersons who represent God as a Bemg that 
makes a tyrannical use of his pow er , w ho teU us he acts 
after a manner which we ourselves would not, for fear -of 
oflending him , who accuse him of all the imperfections 
which he punishes in ns , and, in their contradictory opi 
nions, describe him at one time ns an unjust Being, and at 
another as a Being who liates and punishes mjustice 

Wlien a man exammes himself, what a satisfaction is it 
to find he has an upright heart! This pleasure, serene as it 
IS, must fill him with rapture He looks upon himself as a 
being as much above those who are destitute of it as he is 
above the brute creation 

Theie is one thing common at the assizes which troubles 
me very much, and that is, the diversions of all sorts earned 
on at such tunes of solemnity To see a fellow creature 
going to the place of execution, whilst the people are engaged 
dt plaj, IS a practice of so inhuman a nature, that I scarce 
know by what name to call it If ever senousness is to 
he found amongst mortals, surely such are the times It 
ought alwajs to remind us of two things, — the corruption of 
human nature, which renders those executions necessary, 
and the last day, when we shall all appear before the Judge 
who cannot be deceived. But I doubt not you have long 
since considered these things, and therefore I shall conclude 
w ith my assurance of being your real friend 
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LETTER cyxxm 

7?0M A OEhTLEMAN IK THE COCKTUT 10 DIS FRIEKC IK 
LOVDOV, ON RKTIREJIEKT 

Dear bin, — You Ijjott I ivas sick of tho hurry and con 
fusion of London, and lliereforc retired into the country to 
enjoy a calm tranquillity, and feist my eyes ivilh nature 
clothed in the blooming garment of the spring Here I often 
contemplate the ivondcra of the creation undisturbed, and 
think mjself happier in solitude than the gaudy courtier 
amidst the splendour, noise and hurrv of the court 

This IS Safetj s habitation Silence guards the door 
against the strife of tongues, and all the impertinences of 
idle conversation The suarms of temptations that beset 
us amidst the gaieties of life are banished from these scenes 
of rctiTCDient Here, ivithout disturbance, I can survey my 
own thoughts, and ponder the secret intentions of my own 
heart In short, here I can learn the best of sciences, — that 
of " knowing myself ’’ 

The other evening I strayed into the fields, and pleasing 
myself with the variety of objects that presented themsehes 
on cverv side, night oicrtook me before I was aware The 
whole face of the ground was soon overspread with shades, 
only a few of the loftj eminences were clothed with stream- 
ing silver, and the fops of the waving groves and summits of 
the mountains were irradiated with the smiles of departing 
dav The clouds evpanded — their purple wings were tipped 
wath a raa of gold, while others represented a chain of lofty 
mountains, whoso craggy summits overshadowed the vales 
below, ond along their inaccessible sides there appeared 
various pits and romantic caves 

A calm of tranquillity and undisturbed repose spread over 
the whole scene The gentle gales fanned themselves asleep, 
so that not a single leaf was in motion , Echo herself slept 
unmolested, and the erpandeil ear could oalv catch the liquid 
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fall of a murmuring stream The beasts depai ted to their 
grassy couch, and the village svains to their pillows, even 
the faithful dog forgot his post, and slumbered with hia 
master 

Darkness was now at its height, and the different objects 
were only rendered visible by the faint glimmerings of the 
stars This solemn scene brought to mj remembrance the 
terrors which often iniade timorous minds This, said I to 
mvself, is the time when the ghosts aie supposed to make 
their appearance, and spirits visit the solitary dwellings of 
the dead. But what should terrify me, w hen I know I am 
encompassed by the hand of my Maker, and that in a short 
time I shall enter a whole world of disembodied beings t Nor 
IS it unreasonable to suppose that numbers of invisible 
beings are at this instant patrolling the s.ame retreat, and 
joming w ith me in contemplating the w orks of the Almighty 
Creator 

When I reflect on the benefit of retirement, I am almost 
ready to plead in behalf of those recluses who left the w orld 
and shut themselves up in cells and cloisters For although 
man is a social being, yet he must at least find some retire 
ment benefiaal to his health, and conducive to his eternal 
interest — I am, dear sir, your sincere fnend 


LETTER CXXXIV 

FROM A LADT, WHO HAD FOKMERLT KEPT A BOARDr^O 
SCHOOL, TO AL OTHER OF THE SAME PROFESSION, ON FEHALE 
EDUCATION 

JIadam, — I received your letter, containmg the follow mg 
query, namely, “ What are the most proper methods to be 
used m conductmg the education of young ladies, so as to 
avoid extravagance on the one hand, and meanness on the 
other!” This is a veiy important question, and perhaps 
above my poor abilities to answei However, as I have Ima 
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tinny years ecptntnce in ftmale education, I sliall tell you 
tuy thoughts on the Bubject with the greatest freedom 
It IS the tnisforlune of the present age that almost all 
ranks of people arc so much infatuated as to strive who shall 
outdo one another in extravagance, and the daughter of an 
ordinary tradesman can scarce be distinguished from a lady 
of quality If we inquire into tbe causes from uhieh these 
Effects flow, wo shall find that they arc parth owing to the 
conduct of their mothers, and partly to those intrusted with 
their education I shall mention a few things concerning 
both, and leave vou to judge of their propriety 
Jlothers should, oucicry occasion, frach their daughters 
that it is a duly incumbent on them not to hare aspiring 
news, beyond that station in uhich Providence has placed 
them , that hnmblc, nnaffecled modesty in a stuff gown will 
be preferred, by cverv sensible person, before either silks or 
Brus'els lace, that it is a greater occomphslimcnt for a trades 
man’s daughter to wash a floor than to dance on it , and 
much more useful to ha able to dress a joint of meat than 
point out the particular merit of an actress, and applaud or 
condemn a song But the keepers of boarding schools arc 
still more cnljiable than parents ho sooner is JIiss placed 
m one of those seminaries than she is taught to consider 
herself a young ladj, and even honoured with that high 
appellation Thus the sfHjds of vanity are sown in the first 
rudiments of learning, and continue to operate on her conduct 
as alie advances in years — 

Crow with her growth and ttrtngthcn xirb berxtrength. 


It iS" almost impossible for those 11110 are any way ac 
quainted with human nature to imagine that the girl who is 
taught to consider lierself as a lady, can ever be a proper 
wife for a tradesman, and common sense teaches her that 
she has not anvthing greater to expect 

Bat there is something still worse she is not only unfit 
to be the wife of an honest, induBlnons tradesman, but eho 
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often occasions his ruin , she expects to be supported m tJie 
same extravagant manner as at the hoarding school , dissipn 
tion takes the place of prudence, public diversions are more 
attended to than domestic duties, and the unhappy husband, 
to enjoy peace, is often obliged to leave his business, that 
his lady may be honoured with his company The fatal 
effects of such extravagance are soon felt, and the woman 
who formerly considered herself as a lady, finds, by woful 
expenence, that she had assumed an improper name The 
best, nay, the only way to educate their children, consistently 
with their own station in life, is on all occasions to teach 
them not to expect more than their birth entitles them to 
It would, likewise, be very beneficial to the nation, if those 
women w ho keep boarding schools were to instruct the girls 
in useful employments, rather than in such useless arts as 
cannot be of any real benefit to them in the world — I am, 
dear madam, jour sincere friend 

J 


LETTER CXXXV 

ON SICKNESS, FROM A LADT TO HER FRIEND, LATELY 
RECOVERED FROM A DANUEROUS ILLNESS 

JIadam, — After so long, so strict a friendship ns has been 
inviolably preserved betwixt us, I hope it is not necessary 
for me to assure you how engerly I wish to spend the 
summer at your house , but wherever I am, my heart is 
entirely yours — ^that heart which, by a thousand obligations, 
IS tied for ever to you I know your husband and mother’s 
tenderness would render my care almost unnecessary , and, 
indeed, my present desire to see yon since your recovery, is 
to know the state of your health fiom my own observation 
rather than from the reports of others, lest they should 
flatter me, m pity to my trembling expectations 
While we continue in this world, we are subject to a 
variety of afflictions, either of body or mind We are obliged 
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to sobmit tntb a becoming resignation , but, alas ! in ca^es 
ol tliat nature wo are but miserable comforters to eacli other 
Riches and honours, as templing as they appear to their 
greatest rotaries ivhcn well, yet in sichne'^s, if they are 
accompanied with their usual tram of visitors, instead of 
domg ns good by gratifying our ambition, they help to foment 
the disorder, mthont ever producing a cure As crouneil 
heads arc no more exempt from the swonl of the destroying 
angel than the poorest beggars, how little ought u e to value 
grandeur, nhich can gvo us no assistance in our extremities I 
A down bed is not a better insurer of sleep in such a case 
than a heap of straw , and a king that groans under the 
agonies of an incurable disease, is soon made sensible that it 
takes its commission from a higher power than liis 

Sickness multiplies all our gncvaiiccs, and the wcakiicFS 
of the bod\ has such an effect upon the mind, that it sinks 
under those troubles that could not roo\e it at another time 
but our judgment decaying with ns, we shall too soon find 
Its place occupied by wild chimeras of our own fincv, and 
startle every moment at giants of our own creation Etory 
hastr word affrights, and every whisper gives ns an alarm , 
nay, we are sometimes so unjust ns to charge our best friends 
with want of love and respect, -olien they have toiled about 
us to a degree lliat wo cannot mention without blushing at 
onr own ingratitude , and uhen the 'oant of ability to help 
ourselves forces us to become burdensome to otlicrs, instead 
of excusing the trouble, we arc too apt to increase llieir 
uneasiness by continual fretting This is the common 
method which the sick use to afflict and confuse the brain 
Mourning over our niisory is indeed so very natural, that of 
ourselves we cannot forbear it, though wo knou it leads us 
to doubt of the goodness of that God whoso mercies arc dail) 
new unto us 

A disturbed conscience is certainly the worst circumstance 
that can befall a sick person, and I heartily beg of God to 
keep yon and all others from falling into it , that we mav 
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nc'cr liavo tlio Ici^t distrust of our salvation through Jesne 
Christ, nor presume groundlessly upon bis merits, without 
lamenting and forsahing our sms But your life hitherto 
h IS been so stnctli pious, that I do not in the least appre- 
hend 30U want n summons from mo to looh up to Him who 
IS the author and finisher of our faith, and to call on Eim 
in your distresses But it is with the greatest pleasure I 
hear of tour unfeigned devotion, oten in the midst of your 
severo afflictions, and that you have retained your usual 
ecrenilj of mind, under all your grievous tortures, without 
repining at tlio will of your heateiily rather, who hath so 
ordered llrnt the road to Canaan should be through the 
mldcmesH 

All Ibis Fcdato frame of yours liemg considered, it may 
«cem impertinent in mo to trouble jou, hut I have been 
insensibly Jed into it from the rcracinbrancc of unhappy 
events of wbmh I was lately witness, in regard to some 
persons v ho, instead of submitting patiently to the band 0/ 
God, were so totally lost to all sense of duly, ns to call the 
Mraigbty unjust I hope soon to have the pleasure of seeing 
you, and am your sincere friend 


LETTER CXXXVI 

molt A LADr TO iiEu FRii’jp, w uo HAD DoniFOi nrn 
^DSDA^D 

hir Dear Frieno, — Impute not my silence to any want, 
but to the excess of kindness, winch makes me loo much a 
partner in yonr sorrow to find words at all suitable to the 
share I have with you in it. If, therefore, I am the Inst in 
condoling, I do most faithfully assure you that it is not 
insensibility, but the highest degree of love and tenderness 
that occasions it The gnef that is least is soonest expressed , 
and, perhaps, the more noise it makes, the less mischief is 
BLStnined by it Had I been uneoncemed, ray thoughts and 
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pen miglit have been more free, though I could not Lave 
said anything sufficient to stem so Tiolent a tide as your 
just lamentations I might hare offered some poor reasons 
against other women affecting themselves so much, which 
I should be ashamed to mention to you, having been a 
witness how far vonr husband's lore and ments excelled the 
best of men I ever met with , and I am so sensible of your 
reciprocal affection, that I know the power of God only can 
support yon under such a separation, which I beheve was 
more terrible than death itself But, my dear fnend, your 
sorrow is not as one without hope Use your utmost en 
dearours to submit to the hand of the Almighty, with as 
much resignation in this as yon did m your own distemper, 
— thongh that only assaulted your body, while this pierces 
vonr heart You must remember, that it was'the same 
merciful God that gave yon him who has now taken him to 
himself, and in the midst of your afflictions bless God for 
spanng yon so long for the sake of your children I hope 
yon riU consider that this parting is to his inexpressible 
advantage, and has removed him from a transitory and 
imperfect, to an everlasting happiness, whither, I doubt 
not, yon are daily prepanng to follow him And smee it has 
pleased God to deny yon the further assistance of such an 
example and counsellor, he will abundantly recompense that 
loss by a greater measure of his grace, to carry you throngb 
those trials and temptations to which yon are daily exposed , 
unless yon neglect to unplore his help, by giving np yourself 
to such melancholy as must discompose your faculties, while 
it weakens your natural constitution. If the saints m heaven 
are acquainted with what happens in this lower world, they 
must disapprove of such conduct as leads people to contend 
with their greatest Benefactor and best Fnend. Shall the 
thing formed say to his Maker, Why hast thon done so! 
The time is fast approaching when yon, being freed from all 
entanglements with this sublunary world, must visit those 
regions where you will again see your beloved spouse, in a 
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ctnt/! never to interrupted no-er to Imre "in end The 
nUcnc3 of llna norlj mu“t Inre nn end, nnd so muhl our 
monminf Tlin I Inre lennicd even from bentlien mgc<i, 
llial nil violent jmiiis nrc eliort, nnd but of ”» transitory dura 
tiOD Itnt vro Cbristians are o1>lipc<l to consider ndiu tion in 
a quite didcrcnt Iiplil, — as tlie clmsimi'mcnt of our licavcnly 
Father, viho'o lioncroletict. n Iiis dirlinp nttnbute 
If the dm>^olution of the nphteous is to cicinpl tlicra from 
labour, though our tempori! interest nnhes ns eager to 
detain them longer uitli us, vet the rense of what they enjor 
in heaven must lie a great ircanacf nkating our gnef , some, 
indeed, have so little comfrrt in iIiib vorM, th it thev arc 
ready t-a ray viith Job of ol 1, *‘^\hercforc is light given to 
him that is in inisorv, and life unto the bitter in semi, whiiih 
long for death, and it coracth not , and dig for it more th in 
for hid trc’SHres , which rejoice MC>xalingly, and are glai], 
when they can find the prare ? * 

■iour most flattering hojicj could not, in the courre of 
nature, hare b-xn manj years longer gratified with Ins com 
panv , therefore you must not epend the remainder of your 
rlavs in monroinp, hut, Iicinp fiillv convinced of the ranitvol 
everv thing mortal, submit to cvervnltoration, ns tbe servant 
of (tixI V bo has gracioaslv pnaiai»,.d to Lay no more upon us 
than we can hear That you mav cspencncc that merer to 
assist you In tins trial of vour faith and patience, is the 
wnccro prajer of, dear madam, yoir ever affectionate friend 


LETTER CXXSVn 

rnoit A orsTLEMAt to his p.airvD is pisTtirssrD era 

CDM5TA ions, WHO HAD T .nEVVOCmD TO CONCEAL HIS 
rov nrxr 

Dear Sir, — I am extremely concerned to find you havo 
so til an opinion of me ns to hide your misfortunes, and let 
me hear of them from another hand I know not how to 
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interpret your conduct, as it 'makes me' fear you never 
esteemed my fnendship, if you could unagme that any 
alteration m your circumstances should ever be able to 
change my love I had a different opinion of our mutual 
ohhgations to each other, and should have thought it an 
injury to your generous nature bad I concealed anything 
concerning myself from you, though it might have lessened 
me m your esteem I hoped, till now, you had put the same 
confidence in me, uho had nothing to recommend me to your 
favour but plam smcenty of soul, and whose sole design 
was to promote the happiness of my fnend 

I dare not quarrel with you now, lest you should consider 
me as taking the advantage of yon in your present distress, 
and be induced to break off a correspondence as dear to me 
as ever , and this leads me to say something of real friend 
ship m generak Real friendship is not confined to any 
station in life , it is common in the meanest cottage, and 
has even sometimes been found m the palace Simplicity of 
manners, and mtegnty m all our actions, naturally lead us 
to expect smcenty m the conduct of those •with whom we 
are any way connected The imperfections moident to 
human nature are so numerous, that we are solicitous of 
finding some person to whom we can unbosom our minds, 
and lay open the mmost recesses of our hearts A real 
friend, in order to preserve the character he has assumed, 
u ill, m the first place, endeavour to discharge every duty 
mcumbent upon him to all his fellow creatures But stdl 
there IS something wantmg , and although u e may be phdan 
thropists m general, yet we bke to place our affections on 
one particular object 

Why, my friend, any suspicion of my sincerity? Why did 
you conceal your distress from me ? Friendship is of too 
sacred a nature to be tnfled with , and the man who does 
not act consistently with his profession, prostitutes that 
amiable appellation No mental reservation can be used m 
friendship , for whenever that happens, there is some doubt 
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of sinconty, Tvluah, for the most part, ends either in a total 
mdifference, or, which is infinitely worse, an absolute hatred. 

I am Sony to say that there are few people who either 
know or value the blessings of friendship , if they did, they 
would not, upon every frivolous occasion, find fault with 
the conduct of their fellow-creatures 

- At present, my dear friend, let my purse (however empty) 
be at your service, — but let it never be more open than my 
heart Conceal nothing fimm me, and all I have is yours 

II e were once fnends, let ns only remain so Let me hear 
an account from you of your present circumstances, and my 
last shilling shall be spent m your service Let the sincenty 
of my friendship be estimated only according to my actions, 
and if it shall appear that I have acted inconsistently with 
the sacred name of fhendship, let me be for ever blotted on' 
of your memory — I am, sir, your sincere well wisher 
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Mrs. H TTonld bo hnppy If Miss N sronld dine with her on Thura, 
dnj the 21st, at six o clock. 

C. Crescent, 

Febmarj- 3d. 


ihss b. has rancli pleasure In accepting Mrs. n,“s kind invitation 
to dinner on Thursday the 21st. 

C Srinarc, 

February 4tU. 


Mrs. P requests the pleasure of Mr and Mrs. F’s company at 
dinner on Tuesday the 19lh, at half past six o dock. 

B. Square 
March Ist, 


Mr and Mrs. F will be most happy to dine with Mrs. P on Tues- 
day the 19th, at half past six o docL 
H. Row 
March 2d. 


Miss B wonld be happy If Mrs. C would take tea with her on 
Thursday evening, at set on 0 c’oek. 

G Square, 

Monday 


Mrs. C accepts with much pleasure Miss B ’s kind Invitation to 
tea on Thursday evening 
G Square, 

Monday Evening 
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My Deah Mies M , 

TTould j-on give us tlio pleasure of youi 
compsuj at lunclioon to-morrow, at two 0 clock? With kind regarda 

Yours affccUonatoIy, 

Langholme Lodge M. S. A. 

Tuesday Morning 


Mi Deae Mrs. A , 

I am sorry I cannot accept of jour kind 
Invitation for to-morrow, owing to a previous engagement With 
kind regards, 

Believe me, 

hewton, loursverj truly, 

Tuesday C M. 


Mr Deab C, 

Wo should be so happy If you would spend Friday 
with ua If } on can, will ) ou come early ? 

1 ours In much affection, 

Belmont, E, K 

Tuesday Morning 


Mr Dear E 

I shall bo Indeed happy to spend Friday with you at 
Belmont, and shall tiy to come early 
BUlove me, 

Hassendcan, \ ours affectionately 

Mednesday C P 


lira n would feel obliged by Mr L. s sending, by first train on 
Thuisdaj, the usual quantity of his best Coffee, 
liosomount, 

Tuesday Evening 


Mra IL requests Miss II to have her account made out, and sent 
as soon as convenient 
It Street 
April Cth. 
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[TTaTlng presented onr rcaden with letters on tbo most Importinl 
concerns of lift ami fonnn for idling compllnicnfan cards, Id 
orilcr to maKc the work as complete as po‘<Il)lc, we have here 
added FCAcml u*cfiil forms In law, npphcablo both to 1 ngland 
and Scotland, such ns bond\ lndcnturt^ Ac., together with a 
great rarict) of pclltIon% from people in lowc** or lalddiiag 
states of life, to Ihoio In higher fi'atloni ] 


ENGLISU FORMS 

I.-BOKDS rOB PAYMENT OF MONEY 

I — EiJirtr I)o^D 

Know nil jnen by thr«o yrewnts, Thnt I, llllnni Tliomp’on, of the 
parish of St, Giles, In the county of JlIdJIcsci, Bcnlleinnr nm hell 
nnd (Irmly bound to George U<on, of the sold count) of Slltldksci, 
Lsq ,• his cerlain otlomc), extentot^, ndmlnl imtor", mid as lgn^ 

In the sum of i [double Uic amount of Iho debt] of good and 

lawful current money of 1 nglund, to be paid to Iho said George 
AMlson, or to his certain attorni), oxcentors. administrators, or 
assigns for the true pi) ment whereof I hind ms self, my litlr*, execu- 
tors, and ndrolnlslntors, llrml) bj these prose I's scjltd ■with my 
si-nl Dated this second das of December, one thmisnnd eight bun 

dred and Tlic condition of this obligation Is such, that If Iho 

above honnden llllara Tliompson, Ids heirs, executors, or ndnilnls 
trators, do and shall will and truly pay, or cause to be pntil, to the 
above named George ttllson tds executors or administrators or 

assigns, the prlnclpil sum of J, , of good and lawful munc) o( 

Knglaiid, wltti iiilcrcst for tho same after the rate of five pounds 
per cent per annum, on or befpre the daj of now next. 
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then this ohileatlon shall bo rold, or else shall bo and remain In fall 
forco 

WiLUiii Tnosirsov 

Signed, sealed, and delivered. In the prescnco 

of us (being first duly stamped), John IVnsotf 

John Kev 

— When a bond Is given, donblo the sum of Iho value 
received Is mentioned in the obligatory part, and tho real sum 
meant to be secured Is Inserted in tlie condition 


II — ^BOM) FKOM IWO OB MORE PERSONS 

Knon" all men by tliose presents, That \vc, A. B , of Ac., and C D , 
of Aa, and each of us, are and Is Iicld and Crmlj bound to E. I., 
of Ac., his certain attorney, executors, administrators, and assigns, 

Jointlj and ses oralis, in tlio sum of £ , of latsTiiI current money 

of England, to bo paid to the said E. F, or to his certain attorney, 
executors, administrators, or assigns, for vrlilcli payment to be well 
and faltlifullj made arc bind ourselves and each of ns liTmore than 
iao oVUgort, tag, and each and caco of ns] our and each [and every] 
of our heirs, executors, and administrators, jointI> and severally, 
firmlj by tlicso presents. Scaled aa 1th onr respective seals. Dated 
this daj of , 18 — 

[TTit Condition mat/ K at in the foregoing precedent, only oOtenmg 
that it he made joint and tereral ] 

Signed, scaled and delivered by the said) A B (Seal) 

A B and C D , In tho presence of J CD (Seal) 

G IL 

1 K. 


CONDITION TO A BOND FOR PATMENT OF MONET BT 
INSTAIMENTB 

ISoav file condition of this obligation is such, Tlmt if tho above 
bonnden [oihyor], liisholrs, executors, or administrators do and sliall 
pay, or cause to be paid, unto the above named [oitigee], his executors, 

administrators, or assigns, tho full sum of £ of Ac., aaith 

interest for tlie samo after the rate of £6 for everj £100 for a year, 
on tlie days and times and In manner following, that is to say, 

tho sum of £ part thereof, on the day of next 

ensuing tlie date of tho above n-ritten obligation, and uhich mill bo 

in tho year of ourLoid 18 — , the sum of £ , other part thereof; 

on the day of then next following, and the sum of 
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£ ,the residue thereof, with Intel est for the same after the rats 

aforesaid, on the’ da\ of tlicn next ensuing, irhlch «11I bo 

in he } ear of, <tc.. Then the abore written bond or obligation shall 
be sold, bnt if default shall be made in any one of tlie said pa^ 
ments, then this obligation shall be and remain in full force and 
virtue for the uhole of tlie Instalments or sum tliat shall reni iln 

unpaid of the said sum of £ and Interest at the time of anj such 

defanlt being made. 


n.— BELLS OF SALE 

I — ADSOLDTE BILL OF SALE 

This Indenture made the das of one thousand eiglit 

hundred and between A. B [lent/orj of Ac. of theone part 

and C D [purc/iaser] of i-C. of the other part 
Whereas the said [reader] hath contracted wltli the said [purc/iasft ] 
for the absolute aale to lilm of the goods and effects in tlie schedule 

hereunder initten, at the sum of £ Bow this Indenture wit 

ncaseth, that in consideration of the sum of £ , of lawful current 

money of England, to the said [cendor] in hand paid by tlie said 
[pwrcAoser] at or before tlie sealing and dLllvory of these presents 
(the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged) lie the said [rcauo) ] 
doth bargain and sell unto the said [purchowr] all tlie goods, liouse 
hold stuff end implementi of husbandry, and all other the goods 
and chattels whatsoever mentioned In the Scliedulc liereunto an 
nexed, now remaining and being in A-c., To Iiaie, hold, receive, take, 
and enjoy, all and singular the said goods, honscliold stuff, and 
Implements of husbandry and every of tlicm hereby b irgaincd and 
sold, nnto the said [purc/iasei] tiis executors administrators and 
assigns, absolutely for ever, without any claim disturbance, or 
hlndmiee of any person wliorasocvcr, and without any account to 
any person whomsoever to be made, answered, or hereafter to be 
rendered. And the said [raraori for himself, his executors, and 
admlnlstra tors all and singular the said goods and household stutl 
raito the said [purchaser] his executors, adminisliatois, and assigns, 
against the said [vendor] his executors, administrators and every 
other pcr'on or persons whomsoever, shall and will wamnt and for 
ever defend, by tliese presents, of wliicli goods and chattels tlie 
said [rendor] hath put the said [purchaser] in full possession b\ 
delivering him one chair in the name of all tlie said goods and cliat 
tels at the sealing and delivery hereof 

In witness. Ac A B (Seal) 

Signed, sealed, and delivered by the said [cendor] being first 
duly stamped, and at the same time full possession o'f ail and s'liga 
0 ‘) 12 
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lar tlic goods, cliatlels, and effects were given bj the said [trader] to 
the said [pun^aser] by the said [render j] delivering to the said [pur 
chitser] one cliair in the name of the whole of the said goods and 
chattels, in presence of E. F 

G U. 

Tin Schedule btfoi e rt/erred to 


II — OOMJITIO'TAL DILL OF SALE 

This Indenture, made the daj of one thousand eight 

Iiundredand , hetneen A. B of &C. of the one part, and 

C D of Ic. of the other part, 

M Knesseth, That, for and In consideration of the sura ot £ Ac. 

In hand paid hj tlio said C D to the s.ald A B . IIic receipt whereof 
is hcrebj acknowledged, ho the sild A B. hath bargained, sold, 
and confirmed and bt thcia presents doth bargain, sell, and confirm, 
unto the “aid C. D , ids escentors, adnunlstrators, and assigns, all 
tlioje and all olher the goods and clfecis mentioned In the Schedule 
hereunder uTlttcn [here name the goods] To have, hold, receive, take, 
and tnjoj the said goods and merchandise, and all and singular 
other the premises herebj bargained and sold unto the said CX D 
his executors, administrators, and assigns, as and forhls and their own 
proper goods and merchandise, for over subject nevertheless to the 
pro\I 0 for redemption herein after contained. And the said [vfn 
dor] for himself, Ac. [elame of t arrantg as in last precedent.] Pro- 
vided alnais, and It is hercbv agreed, that if the said A B , his 
executors, administrators, or n5s^fin^ shall pav, or cause to be paid, 
unto tho said C. D , Ids executors, administrators or asalgn^ tho 

sum of £ on tho day of without any deduction 

w hatsoci or, Tlicn these presents, and every clansc, article, condition 
and thing herein contained shali cease, dctenninc, and bo abso 
luteh sold. And tho s-ald A. B doth hereby, for himself; his 
executors, and adniinlstrators, covcifant and agree with and to tho 
said C. D his executor* administrators, and assigns. In man- 
ner following , that Is to ray. That he the said A. B., his executors 

or admlnl'trators, shall and will pa} the said sum of £ at tho 

time and In the manner aforesaid. And that in case default shall 

happen to be made In p3}’ment of the said snm of £ or an} 

part thereof on tho said do} of , Tlicn the 6.iid C. B his 

executor^, administrators, and assigns, shall and ma} pcaceabU and 
quietly Imve, receive, and enjoy to his and their own proper and 
absoinfo use and behoof, for ever the said hcrebv birgalncd goods 
and premises, and ever} part tboreoi; with all and singular the 
appurtenances, without an} lawful let suit, trouble, molestation or 
denial of the said A B , his executors, administrators, or assigns oi 
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tny other perron or persons dalmlnR under lilin. And the sold 
C. for lilmscif Ids cscculors and ndndnlstrators, doth hereby 
covenant and epreo s^itI^ the told A B, his executors adinlnls ra 
to*s, and ns'ipns that he the said C. D., hla executors or admlnls 
tmtors, shall and will, Inincdlatclv after the receipt of the said snni 

of £ , and upon the leipicst of the said A 1! liLs executors, 

admlnls'mtofs, or as'lpns well and trulv deliver unto him or them 
the said goods and efrccls In as good plight and condition (fire and 
other Inevitable accldonts excepted) as the same aud ever} of thetu 
at tlds prc'cnt time non are. In witness Ac. 

Sealed and delivered he. [ai in the lai’ preccdeiL] 

Tie Set t lute £<ibrc referred IJ- 


m -wais ’ 

This Is the La t dVlU and Tc,s*amcn' of me, A. B , of 

> quire 

I revoho all wills and tc.(aincntary dispositions I ma) have made 
at any time here o'o'c. 

I desire that all my jo«t debtv funeral and testamentary expenses, 
legacic* and the charges of proving this inv will, may be In the llrst 
p ace full) paid and satlsllcd and, subject thereto 

I give, devise, rnd bequeath all my rcvl and pcr«onal es'ate wha*- 
Boever and whcrc.-.ocvcr and of what nature or hind soever (cxcvpt 
my household furni'uro and cffic's herein after bequeathed) unto 
ard to the u e of A B and C. D., their heirs executors, ad 
mlals'rilors, end nsslg-is, according to their rcvcral natures and 
qualities, absolu ely and for enr Lpon trust nevertheless npon and 
for the several trusts, Intents and purposes herein after mentioned 
tint Is to ssy 

Upon trust to rceclre the rent* l««nc3, dividends and profits thereof 
and If the roino should be Insuflelcnt, then by sale, conversion, and 
Invcs'-rent of any par of ms ^sld cs a e and cITlcIs and by and out 
of the dividends lnlcrc.st, and annual produce thereof; to raise nud 

pay the annual sum of £ unto such person or persons, and for 

snc'i purposes as m) dear vrlfe Sarah P , by any writing under her 
hand when ard as the same shall become due (hut not hj way ol 
assignment, charge, or anticipation), shall from time to time aiipolnt 
during he" life, and In default of such appointment Into tho proper 
hands of the said Sarah B , for her solo and separate use. Provided 
alwaVB that the receipts of the said Sarah P under her own hand 
and given from time to time after the rents dividends Interest or 
ofber proceeds hall hare accrued due ihall he, and that no other 
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rccclpti shall bo, snfflcicnt discharges to my said tmstecs for the 
amoant of the inone> s therein expressed to bo received 

And from and Immediatclj after the decease of my said dear irife, 
npon trust to sell, dispose, convert, and get in all my said real and 
personal estate, and, alter payment of all legacies given, and all 
reasonable expenses and eharges attending the execution of the 
trusts declared by this my will, upon trust to pay and divide one 
moiety of the elcar surplus of the produce of my said real and per- 
sonal estate, unto between and among my two sons, C B. and 
D B equally, share and share alike, and as to the other and 
remaining moiety, npon trust to invest the same in some or one 
of the publle stocks or funds of Great Britain In their own names or 
the names or name of the trustees or trustee for the time being ol 
this my will, and to receive the dividends. Interest, and annual pro 
cceds thereof and pay the same from time to time as and when such 
dividends and proceeds shall become due (but not by wav of assign 
ment, charge, or other anticipation). Into the proper hands of my 
said bio daughters rcspoctli ely, during their respectlie natural 
lives, in equal shares and proportions, for their respective, sole, and 
Bcpamto use and honeflt, free from the control, debts, or engagement 
of any husband with wliom they may rcspcctivelv Intermarry And 
1 do licrcby will and declare that the rcspectlvo receipts alone of my 
said two dauglitera under their own respective hands, to bo given 
from time to time after the said dividends and proceeds shall have 
actually accrued duo, sliall be, and tliat no other receipt sliali he, 
sufllclent discharges to tho trustees for the time being of tills mv 
will for tile amount of tlie moneys tlicreln respectively expressed to 
be received. 

And immediately from and after the decease of eltlior of mv said 
daughters, upon trust to sell out and dispo'e of one moiety of the 
stocks, funds, and securities so to be purchased ns last aforesaid, and 
to pay and divide the same to or among such person or persons as my 
said dauglitcr so dj ing as last aforesaid shall by any deed, or by her 
last will and testament (notwithstanding she may be under cover- 
ture), respectively lawfully executed, sliaB direct or nppomt, and 
upon the decease of my survlviug daughter, upon trust, as to iier 
share of the said last-mentioned stocks, funds, and securities, in bke 
manucr to pay or divide the same to or among such rer«ou or per- 
sons ns my said surviving daughter slial] by any deed, or by her last 
will and testament (notwithstanding she may be under coverture), 
respectively lawfully executed, direct or appoint, and in case of 
both or cither of ray said daughters dying without making any such 
appointment or appointments, then as to the 'bare or shares of such 
one or both dying as last aforesaid, upon trust to pay tho same re 
spectively to my next of kin according to tlie statute of disinbutions 

I giro and bequeath all the household furniture, plate, linen, and 
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e2fec*3 vrlilch will be in or about my dwelling house at the time ol 
mj decease to mj dear wife, Sarah B , for her own sole and proper 
use and benefit absolutely 

I likewise gl\o and bequeath to my said dear wife the sum of 

£ , to be paid to her svlthm one month after my decease, free oi 

legacy-duty, for the purpose of honsekecplng for herself and mv said 
children until they shall bo paid the several provisions, either prin- 
cipal mono) 3 or interest, Iiercin before made for them respectively 

1 give, devise, and bequeath all lands, messuages, and heredita- 
ments vested In me at the time of my decease upon an) trust, unto 
E. F , his heirs, esccutors, administrators, and assigns, upon such 
and the same trusts as I hold the same Tespcctlvtly 

Provided alwa)3, and I do hereby declare, that if the said A. B 
and C D , or either of them, or any future trustee to be appointed 
in their or cither of their stead, shall happen to die, or sliall refuse 
or become incapable to act In the aforesaid trusts, it shall be lawful 
for my said wrife, Sarah B , during her life, and after her dcceaso for 
the surviving or acting trustee or trustees for the time being of this 
my will, or the executors or administrators of the surviving or 
acting trustee, b) ans deed to bo b) him or them duly executed 
according to law and attested by ono or more than one witness from 
time to time to nominate, substitute, and appoint any other person 
or persons to bo a trustee or trustees in the stead of the tru'tee or 
trustees so dying, or refusing, or becoming incapable to aet as afore- 
said, cither jointly with the continmng tnistco or solely, and there 
upon all my said trust estates, stocks, fimds, secuntics, and premises 
sliall be immediately vested in, and shall be conve)cd, assigned, and 
transferred to, such now trustee or trustees jointly with the surviving 
or continuing trustee or solely, as the case may require, upon the 
trusts aforesaid , and that every new trustee or trustees, immediately 
after such convo)nuco, assignment, and transfer, shall have and 
exercise the same powers as It he or they had been specifically 
appointed a trustee or trustees by this my will. 

And I farther declare that my said trustees, and every frituro 
trustee to he appointed under the aforesaid power, shall and may 
reimburse themselves and lilinself and each other, b) and out of any 
monc) 8 that may come to their or his hands nnder the trusts of this 
my will, all costs, charges, dlshnrsements, solicitors charges, and 
expenses of every kind that may be Incurred by them or him In or 
about the carrying into execution the trnsts of this my will, or in 
anywise relating thereto And 1 further declare that the receipts oi 
the said A B and C D , and of the survivor of them, or of an) new 
trustee or trustees to he appointed of this my wUl under the pow er 
aforesaid, shall he a good discharge for all monoysiwhich In any or 
every such receipt shall ho expressed to ho received, and that all 
persons paying any money to the trustees or trustee for the time 
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beinp of this nr diail no* he anr^erahle o"* ccconrtah's f^r tut 
Tri< 5 p;illcatlcn or nonapplicahon Ihereot And I forthe’* declare that 
the fTis*ccs or trns*^e for the tune hcin;:of thismvtvCl s!l.I3 be 
charged and chargeable on’v’ fo’^^nch rnoners as *=hal] come to their 
O’* hia hands trader the tracts aforc_aid and neither o' tLera f^all 
be an^^erable for the o of thcra, no* fo* t''e acts, receip a or 
defaults of the <J*her o'* hem bnt each for hlra-elfonlr andhisacs, 
reccip s, and dcfanlts cor shall elite* of them be ansTrerable fo* 
anj bankc* b”ote~ o* oh**r person tvith v-hom anr o' he afo*esiid 
ms* monoTS raaj bedepo« (ed forsafe cns*odv nor for any a^fomer 
o*agentt^hoin thetmrees o*tnis*eefor thetiraebeiDgraavcrrploy 
cr an ho*ixe la the caecatlon o' the aforesaid trusts; co*for anr nus- 
fotnne. Icrs, o* damage which inar happen In car^vlcg •mch tmstf 
Into ciecntior^ or in relation lhere‘0 excep*^ the sarac sbaJ 1 -appen 
br their o* his own snlfnl neglect 
And I notrina c and appoln* the A- B and CL P join ci'^cn- 
fo-^o'this uir 'B'iIL 

Pa*ed this — day of — one thousand eigh* hundred and 
A. B. 

S gned br the sJd fes*a^0" A- B^ in ourp*e^ee, 
who a* his request. In his presence, and in the 
presence of each other, hare subscribed car 
names es witnesses. 

CD 
E.F 


A CODICIL, OP A scnrrrLS 70 a -“ill. 

Be I* Jraowu us 0 all men bj these p*e;^ 3 ts, that I John Bale, of 
the ci*r of London pache* bare made and decla*cd br nr las* ^ni 
and testament la vm lug bearing da e the third dar c' October, one 
thousand Ggh* hundred and — — I the «-^d John Bale, b- this 
present codicil, do ratif" and confirm ro* said last rill ard cstamcat, 
and do give and bequeath nsto mr godson. W ill. am jrillar, the 
*nra of £ 5 Q of gcod and lawful money of England, *0 be paid to him 
he said 'William 3 Iil^aT br ny execute*, on of my cs a e ard my 
prill and meaning is, that this codidl 0* schedule be adjudged to be 
a part and pared o'mr I15* will and tes^amcn* and that all things 
therein mentioned and contained be fillhfahr and truJr pc*'o-ced, 
and as foil’- and amply in evc-r respec* as if the same were to 
ceclared and set down la mr said las* will and testament 'Witness 
my hand this tenth day of Jvorember, one thousand eight hundred 
fcsd -■ ■> 


Jos:; Bats. 
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IV -A LETTER OF LICENCE 

To nil to ■whom tlic'c presents snail come. We ^^hO'c hands and 
seals are hcreanto set, creditors of Georco M iI«on, of the parish ol 
Saint LnVe, Old Street, In the connty of Middlesex, Rcntlcmnn, send 
creettne M hcrcaa the eald Gcorcc \\ lUon, on tho day of the date 
hereof Is Indebted to ns, the said creditors. In set erni sums of money, 
and not having wherewithal to satlsfj ns at present we, and every 
one of ns, are willing to grant nnto him, tho s,ild George Mllson, 
time for the parment of tho same, ^ow 1 now v e, that wo the aid 
creditors and every one of ns, for Ills ow n proper debt, part and por- 
tion, scvcrallv, have given and granted and by these prei=cnts do 
give and grant, unto the "aldGcotge Wilson, ficc licence, libertv and 
leave, as In ns severally lies, sure and eafe conduct, to come, go and 
resort about his bnslncss and atfalrs at his free will and plcnsnrc, 
from the day of tho date hereof until tlio full end and term of sis 
months next ensuing wlthont any let, suit or trouble, arrest, attach- 
ment, or other disturbance whataoever to be offered or done unto 
him, the said George Wilson, his mares goods money, or mcrclnndirc 
whatsoever hy us or any of us tho executors admlnlstrntnrs part- 
ners Of assigns of us or any of us by our or any of our means or pro- 
curement And we tho said crcilltors severally and re-pcctlvelv, 
each for himself or herself, his end her executors and administrators, 
severally and apar*, and not Jointly, covenant grant, and agree, to 
and with the said George Mllson, that If any trouble vexation, 
wrong, damags or hindrance, shall he done unto him the said 
George Wilson cither In his body, goods or chattels within the 
said term of .lx months from the date of these presents bv ns or 
any of ns contrary to the tenor and effect of this onr licence that 
then he, tho said George Milson, his executors and admlnhlratois 
shall be by virtueof these presents acquitted and discharged ae nln.t 
him, or any of us by whom and by whose means he shall, contrary 
to the true meaning of tlic«c presents bo arrested, troubled, Im- 
prisoned, attached, grieved, or damnified, of all manner of actions 
suits quarrels debts dntlea, and demands cither In law or in cqiiltv 
whatsoever, from the beginning of tlic world to the dav of the date 
of these prc.cnts In witness whereof we, the said creditors have 
Iicrennto set onr hands and seals, this twenty sixth day of December 
cno thousand eight hundred and 

A B 

C n .tt 


Scaled and delivered (being first duly stamped) 
ill presence of us 


E. r 

G H 
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V -LEXTERS OP ATTORNEY 

I —A OEMIPAL LCirER OF ATTOR^ET 

know aU men by tlicsa presents, that I, Charles Johnson of Tar 
month In the eonntj of Norfolk, wens er (for divers considemtioni 
and good canses me hereunto moving) Imio made ordained, con 
Ktltnted and appointed, and by these presents do make, ordain, 
constitute and ippolnt, my tmsty frieni David Williams of Ivor, 
"ich, in the county aforesaid, gent, my true and lawful attorney, 
forme, in my name and to my use to asK, demand, recover, and 
iccelve, of and from A, B of Thetford, la the said county, the snn 
ofsisty pounds, giving and by these presents granting to my said 
attorney my sole and full power and authority, to take, pursue, and 
lollovv such legal courses for the rccov ery receiving and obtaining 
of the same ns I myself might or coidd do were I personally pre- 
sent and upon the receipt of the same, acquittances, and other 
suflicient discharges for me, and In my name, to make sign seal, 
and deliver as also one more attorney, or attorney s under him, to 
substitute or appoint, and again at his pleasure to revoke, and fur- 
ther to do perform, and flni'h for me, and in my name all and 
singular tiling and t Ings which shall or may be necessary, ns 
eiitiiely as I, the said Clinrles Johnson, in my own person, ought or 
could do in and about tlio same, ratifying, allowing, and confirming, 
whatsoever my said attoniey shall lawfully do, or cause to bo done. 
In and about the execution of the premises, bv virtue of these pro 
sents. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, 

tills first day of November, in tlio year of the reign of our 

Soiereign Lady Victoria, by the grace of God of the United kingdom 
of Great lirilnin and licland Queen, and In the year of our Lord 
God one thousand eight hundred and 

CnAHLES JoiIN'SO't 


Signed, sealed, and delivered In the presence 

of us, A. B. 

C D 


II —A LFTTER OF ATTOIlbET, BT A SEAMAN 

Know all men by these presents, that I John Forecastle, mariner, 
caw belonging to Her Majesty s ship the TemWe, for divers good 
causes and considerations me thereunto moving have, and by thess 
presents do make my trusty friend (or beloved w Ife), Thomas Trusty, 
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clllinnna liakcrof lomipn, itir Inio nnd lnaf»l nttomcr for 
end In mv nima nnd fnr my tue, to rwk, demand and rccclTC ol 
and from tlio riplit lionnnrntde Iho treasurer and Tajna' erof Jfer 
Maica v 5 ^aTy and rninds'lene m of priic mrner, and arliom cl*o 
It may concern a a well a' all mcli arapts end pay, Icunty mone) 
prire money and all fl'Iier tin or snins of money wlial oertr ai 
row are and wlilelt Iiercn'ter ihsll and tnavlo due orparobU nnlo 
me aim all tieli peiwlona, aalarle* smsr'momr, or all o lier 
monevrr llilnpawliat^ncrer which now art ornt ary time hercaPer 
shall 0 - innv I'c dno nnlo me. fer my stralee o' rlhcrwlas, In any 
one of Her 'lajia'v a ship or »hlpa of war, frlea rv or vc«*e1i plrltiK 
and hc'ohy pranl'rp u^'o inr said a’lomey fall and rholo jaiwi-r to 
take, pnrtie red follow rich lepal wavs and mursi «, for the rc- 
coverr, receiving end ol alninp and dl eliarylnp irpon the fall' “iin 
O' mms of mo-ej or ana rf (Ifn ta 1 mys-U nipl t or mnld dn, 
aaere I pcitinellr prc'i-al and I do hereby ratifr allow, and eon 
Arm, all and whatever mv said attorrer shall law hilly do or cai «e 
to he done. In and al act the execution of the prenii'cs, hv a Ir'ue < f 
the ep'cen'a. In wllms whereof I hare hfeiinto set my hard 
a ul seal, lid* »ecoi d dij of laoremhc', ore then<ard e'cht 1 unlred 
and 

Jens IdkcCAiTtr 

Slpncd, 'falcd, and dcllvtrcd In f c erec of B* A P 

C 1> 


VI -A DEED OP GUT 

To rll people to wl cm lhr<c p'e'cnts shall reme, I, Gtorpe 
Howard do a^nd fwer'lnp hnowyc, that the said ficorre Howard, 
of the pa*!'!! of S,. I cona'd «, '-'K.j-fa'lieh, In the eena y of JHddle ex 

panlencr, fornndlncon'McrjiHDncftlielorc.poo! will andaircetlon, 
wh'eh I have and do htar towards me lovlrp sh'er, klaryl'ape, ol 
the same jarisli and conntr, widow, Iistc plrm n"d pranted, and 
ha tht*c pre enh do freely pire and prsnt tinio the ,ahl Jlory 1 at e 
1 tr helm, cxeoi'om, or adnini •rator^ all and slnprilnr my j rods 
and cha'tel* now hdnp In my present lionsp, brown hy the name o' 
the llhllo Swrn of selilch hy tht«e pre* nla 1 Inro delU'red ter, 
Iho said Mary Pape nn Inventory slpm d wpli rr) own hand and 
tiarinpdate to hare and to holdall the said poods and chattels In 
the said prtml (s ordatlllnp hcti*" loher, Iho sa'd Mary Tape her 
heirs executors, or admlnlstmtora, from henceforth, as her and tl elr 
proper poods and clia'tels absolutely, wUhnut anj manner of condU 
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tion In witness whereof 1 have hereunto put my liand anil seal, 

this tenth day of November one thousand eight hundred and 

GEOItOC IIOWAKD 

Signed, sealed, and delivered. In the 

presence of ns, A B 

&D 

VoU . — This precedent may bo eitcndcd to the giving arvay ol 
cattle, com, house, or land if not entailed. Ac., but the particulars 
must be named. 


Vn -AN INDENimiE FOR AN APPRENTICE 

This Indenture wltnesscth, Tlint John IVebb, son of Ulchard Webb, 
late of Guildford, In the county of Surrej, hath put himself, and by 
these presents doth voluntarily, and of his own free will and accord, 
pnt hlmsclt; apprentice to Charles Bellamy, citizen and linen draper 
of London, to learn his art, trade, or mj story, after the manner ol 
an apprentice, to serve him from the day of the date hereof, for and 
during the full term of seven j ears nett ensuing, during all which 
time, he, the said apprentice, his said master shall falthfnll) serve, 
his secrets keep, his lawful commands everj wheVo gladly obey lie 
shall do no damage to his said master, nor soo It done by others, 
without letting or giving notice thereof to his said master He shall 
not Paste his said master a goods, nor lend them nnlawfully to others. 
With his own goods or goods of others dnrlng tlio term, without 
licence of his said master, ho shall neither bii) nor sell Ho shall 
not absent himself day or night from his said mas er s service with- 
out Ills leave, nor haunt alo-Iionscs, taverns, or plaj-houscs, but 
in all tilings beliavo himself ns a faithful apprentice ought to do, 
during the said terra. And the said master shall use the utmost ol 
his endeavours to teach, or cause to bo taught and Instmcted, the 
said apprentice In the trade and mystery ho now professeth 
occuploth, or follow cth , and procure and provide for him, the said 
apprentice, sufllclont meat, drink, apparel, washing, and lodging, 
fitting for an apprentice during tho said term And for the true 
performance of all and crerj the said covenants and agreements, 
either of tlio said parties bind themselves nnto the other by these 
presents. In witness whereof thej have Interchangeably put their 

bands and seals, this tenth day of Novemher, In tlio j ear ol 

the reign of our Sov erclgn Lady Victoria, by the grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Groat Britain and Ireland Queen , and In the 

year of our Lord God one thousand eight hundred and 

Jontr Webb 

Georoe Jorntsou "I CnanLES BELi-Airr 

Thomas Vit-E, J 
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Kote . — If an apprentice Le cnrolletl, lie cannot ane out his inden- 
ture, hut upon proof of unmerciful usage, want of rictuals, and other 
nccessanes, or his master s helng incapable of teaching him his 
trade, or not causmg It so to be done, at Ills omi proper charge, by 
others. And the same holds good In relation to a mistress But 
there being no enrolment, an Indenture may be sued out without 
allowing a cause. In any city or corpontion, Ac. 


Vm -A GENERAL RELEASE 

Know all men, by these presSnts, that I, Timothy Lovcpcace ol 
London, in the county of Middlesei, grocer having remls'cd released, 
and for ever quit claim to John Needy of Islington, In the county 
aforesaid, carpenter, his heirs ciccntors, and administrators of all 
and all manner of action nnd actions suits, bills, bonds, writings, 
debts, dues, duties accompts, sum and sums of money, leases, mort- 
gages, judgments by confession, or otherwise obtained, executions, 
extents quarrels, controrersles, trespasses, damages, and demands 
whatsoever, which by law or equity, or otherwise soever, I, the said 
Timothy Lovepcace, against the said John Kcedy ever had, and 
which I, mv heirs, executors, and administrators shall or may claim, 
challenge, or 'demand, for or by reason, means or colour of any 
matter, cause or thing whatsoever, from the beginning of the world 
to the day of the date of these presents. In witness whereof I have 

hereunto set my hand and seal, this day of , in the year 

of our Lord God, one thousand eight hundred and 

Tiuoinr Lovepeace. 

Signed, scaled, nnd delivered (being first 

legally stamped). In presence of ns, A B. 

C D 

KoU . — All the foregoing precedents must be written upon stamped 
paper, otherwise they will be of no effect. 


IX -AN AGREElttENT TO LET A HOUSE 

An agreement made and entered Into the day of , 

one thousand eight hundred nnd forty , between A. B 

of Ac. of the one part, and C D of Ac. of the other part. 

The said A. B doth hereby agree to let, and doth let, and the said 
C D doth hereby agree to take, and doth take. All that messuage or 
tenement, with the appurtenances, altuato and being No. In 
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street In the parish of in the county of , now In the 

occupation of , for the terra of one whole year, and so on from 

) car to 3 ear, until this agreement shall bo determined, In manner 

after mentioned, at and under the clear yearly rent of £ , to be 

paid quartcrl} on <tc., free from all taxes and dedncllons whatsoever 
And tho said C D , for himself, his exeentors, and administrators, 

doth hereby agree to pay tho said rent of £ at the times and In 

manner aforesaid elcar of all deductions whatsoever And that he 
and th 03 shall and will pay all taxes, rates, and assessments whatso- 
ever, parllamontarv or parochial, now charged, or hereafter to bo 
charged, on the said premises, or on tho landlord on account thereof 
tho land tax and propert} tax only excepted. And that he and they 
Bhall and will, at his and their own expense, keep tho said messuage 
and premises In tho same state of repah they now are, and shall and 
w 111 at tho expiration or other sooner determination of the said term, 
surrender and deliver up tho same unto the said A. B , his executors, 
administrators, or assigns. In good plight and condition (reasonable 
use and wear thereof and damage by lire In the meantime only 
excepted) And It Is further agreed, that after the expiration of the 
said term of one year, each of them the said parlies hereto shall and 
will give or take three calendar months notice in writing to tho 
other of them, upon any one of the said days herein before named for 
payment of rent, to determino the aforesaid tenancy, and flpon the 
expiration of such notice this agreement shall cease and bo void. 
And It Is further agreed, that In case the said messuage and premises 
shall at any time, during tho continuance of this agreement, be 
burnt down, or damaged by fire, the term hereby created and the 
rent hereby reserved shall thenceforth Immediately cense and deter 
mine, and, upon payment to the said A. B of all moneys then due 
by the said C D , this agreement shall be void. In witness, <tc. 


SCOTCH FORJIS 

L-A PERSONAl BOOT) 

I, A , grant me Instantly (or ut the term of Whitsunday last, not- 
withstanding the date hereof, as tht case man be), to have borrowed 

from B tho sum of £ sterling, whereof I hereby acknowledge 

the receipt, renouncing all exceptions to tho contrary, which sum 

of £ sterling, I bind and oblige myself ray heirs, executors, 

and successors, to repay to the said B , and to his heirs, exeeutors, or 
assignees, at tho term of Jlartlnmas next, with the sum of £ ■ -» 
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ttcrUnp of llqntastc 'n of fttlnre,* anJ the lecal Interest 

of the mW prlrdril swm, front tho dato of thc*L presents (or, from 
the said term WiiLsanJap list), to flio foT.!i,alil term of payment, 
and thcrcaftc* during the not payment thereof and that at t«o 
tcrroaln the year Martinmas and Wlil'aurday hcplnulng the fin* 
payrocn' of the mid Intcrcs nlttietcmi of 'larlnmos unit fur tho 
proporlon thereof srhlcli tholl bo due at that term, at d the neat 
term s pasmenl of the samo at tho term of \S htL«nnday 16 — , for llio 
liatr j ear Immcdiatclt preceding, and wt forth bs cqnal pnltion% at tho 
jald two 10111 % ye trly tcrmly, ard conllmiaUj theroaf er, eo long ai 
the aald principal jiitn shall renal i unpaid And 1 con*cnt to the rc- 
gl'*rat)on hircof In the booh' of Council and Sr s'ou. or o hers eom 
petent, therein to rtmnin for prt serva'lDii and tf itrree«aiy, that 
iettcra of homing on sU days cliarge and nil other legal ciceutloi 
war pa«j npm a deerett it> be In'crj'O’ied here o. In torn as effeirj 

and fa* that cCTcc* I enn litule ■ — — my procuratoi % d e 

In wl ness whereof 1 have anb<tribi.d ihr*e prejoiita, ni'tlen tn tills 
and the(n!(f iler] preceding j ages of stam, ed pap*r, he E. T {(/ ri/n 

I n'fr] at Edinburgh [or elifre «f tj/iynrif^. the day of — — 

elgh'ecn hundred nud yca*a, before these witnea cj, G II and 

T M [tferf^ /' rn], 

A. 


G n , witness. 
T 'I ultnc^ 


77 e/er/yoiry n 

jj! fu- trrittn v^oa t Ji/vrf y,aper, 

ni imler — 

Ittica the snm In tin. bond doaa nut exceed 

£u0 

.. U &1. 

Po. 

do 

inO 

Is. Cd. 

Do. 

(3o 

luO 

31. nj. 

Do 

do 

70J 

„ 'a OX 

Do 

do 

2u<) 

Ca Si 

Do. 

do. 

SK) 

7a. C i 


And when the awn shall exceed £300 then fo' every £1C0 and 
al»o for any fractional part ot £100 "a Cd 


IL-VnLLS AKD TESTAMENTS 

I — onsERAr iiisroarxio'* asp srrrLnyr . t 

1 A. In order to settle the aaeet' Ion to ntv estates and fo pre- 
vent all dlspnlcs thcrcanCDl after tny death, and for tho lore and 


• A pctwltj ti ft ml, jjirt tf tbs pri cfiAt sun »ni] u kV b« tiihtr lUT^iftn) 

a.'i »4 tbtrtr rr g tfrvllr ll ut — < t lit « efib pftrt l»«« of tbo ( kl | 

vdurfptl run otUiioiaktc p«[ itt In no, ot fklluvt. 
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faTonr which I hiTo toward! B , and for other good causes and con 
aldcratlonsmemo-Ing hereunto do hcrehy glre, grant, assign, and 
dispono to and In fn our of the eatd B , and his heirs, and assignees 
whomsoCTcr, licritahljr and IrredceniBhlj-, all and snndrj lands and 
heritages debts heritable and morcable, heirship morcablcs, and 
whole goods, gear, snms of money and ctTcets and in general my 
ssholc means and estate, heritable and morcable, of whatever nature 
or denomination ornliercrcrBlIuatcd presently belonging, or which 
shall belong to mo at the time of my death with the whole roncliers. 
Instructions and conrcvnncca of the eald debts, and the sTTlts and 
crldents of my said heritable estates i and particularly without pro 
Indlco to the said generality, the effects and sums of raonc) whlcli 
may he contained In anv Inrcnforj made up and sub crlbcd bj mo 
as rclaflro to these presents, and wjilcli shall be as snlTlclcnt to c's- 
clude the nccessilj of conflrnmllon as If every particular thcrcol 
were Iicrcln Inserted Jlorcover I do hereby bind and oblige me, 
and my heirs and successors to Infeft and seise the said B , and his 
heirs and assignees. In the whole lands and other lierllagcs above 
disponed re nulrlng Infchment and for Hint purpose to maltc, grant, 
subscribe, and deliver lo the said B and his forcsalds, all writs, 
deeds, and eonvc} nnccs that may bo necessary, containing procura- 
torlcs of resignation, precepts of sasinc, and otlier usual clausc^ 
necessary and requisite forfuIIyTcstlngaud cstnbllslilngthcprcmlsca 
In their persons with power to the said D and his forcsalds to call 
and pursue for uplift, receive, and discharge the debts, good^ and 
cfTccts hereb) disponed and conveyed, and generally to do every- 
thing In relation to the premises wlilch I might have done before 
grunting hereof, butalwayswlthand iinderthc burden of my lawful 
debts and deeds, payment of my fancrnl caqicnsos, and of such gifts 
or legacies ns 1 may tlilnl propcrtoIeaTc,by any deed to be csecuted 
by me at any time of my life and I hereby nominate and appoint 
tlie said B to be my solo executor and universal legator, excluding 
all others therefrom and 1 do hereby reserro full power and llbcrtv 
to myscifi at any time of my life to alter and Innovate these pre- 
sents, In v"holc or In part, and to rorokc, cancel, and annul the same, 
ns I stiall tlilnh proper, hut declaring, that the same, so far as not 
teroked or altered by me, shall be a valid and effectual deed, although 
found lying In my repositories, or In the castody of any person to 
whom 1 may Intrust the same undelivered at the time of my 
death wUIi the delivery whereof I hare dispensed, and hereby 
dispense for ever And 1 consent to the registration hereof In 
the books o' Connell and Session or any other Judge s books com 
petent, therein to remain for preservation and for Hint erect con 

stltulo my procnralors, f-c. In witness whereof I 

subscribe fhC'O presents, WTlltcn on this and the [number] prcced 
Ing pages of tlampcd paper by E P [tlaign Aim], at Edinburgh 
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[crxchttt t< u iiffnct?], before these Tvltncsscs, G T and 'W T 
theni\. ^ ' A. 

G T , witness. 

W T, witness. 

JViiJ detd must lie unlUn upon a £1, llii stamp 


II —LAST WILL AM) TESTAMEHT 
Form of o vdl— bequeathing motcabk effects only— does not require te 
be imtten upon stamped paper 

I, A., In order to settle the succession to my means and estate, 
and to prevent all disputes tlicreanent after my death, do hereby 
legate and bequeath, to and In favour of B , my whole moveable 
means and estate, of eicry description, goods gear, debts by bond, 
bill, or account, or In whatever manner constituted, Including 
bankers bills, deposlt-rcccipts, bank-notes, cash In the bank, or 
tying cash farm, household. Insight and outsight plenishing, bed 
and table linen, and In general my whole moveable means and 
estate, of whatever name, nature, or denomination the samemaj be, 
and wherever situated, which presently belongs, or which maj be- 
long to me, at the time of my death together with the whole w rits, 
evidents, \ ouchers, and instructions thereof, and all that has follow ed 
or Is competent to follow thereon, and 1 hercb> nominate the said 
B to bo my solo executor and universal legatory, with full power to 
him to Intromit with my said moveable means and estate, to give up 
Inventories thereof for confirmation, and generally to do cverj other 
thing competent for an executor by the laws of Scotland to do, but* 
always with and under the burden of paying all my just and lawful 
debts, and my death bed and funeral charges [if intended to be 
queath legacies then add] and of the legacies heiein after appointed to 
be paid to the persons after named and designed [heie specify the 
legacies according to the subsequent form] and also of any other 
legacies I may leave by a writing under my hand, or subscribed by 
me, although not formally cxcctitcd, and I declare this to be my last 
will and testament, and I reserve my life rent use of tho whole 
premises, with power to alter. Innovate, or revoke the same at plea 
sure, declaring that In so far as not altered or revoked by a writing 
under my hand, tho same shall be valid and effectual, although 
found undelivered at tlie time of my death, with the delivery whereof , 
I hereby dispense for ever In witness whereof I subscribe these 
presents written on this and [mention (he number] preceding pages 

by C [design him], at Edinburgh [or tchere it ts signed], tho 

day of eighteen hundred and y ears, before these witnesses 

V and E. [design the mtnesses] A. 

D, witness. 

E wltnts-s. 
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WRen the testator cannot snbscribe tlie testament himself; the 
minister of the Oafish In which the testator resides may sign for 
him, and the testament Is finished In the same way as If It were to 
be subscribed by the testator, and then the minister ivritcs the fol 
lotting doquet — 

“ At the desire of the above named A., who declared to me that ho 
“ cannot e rile, through bodilj w eakness [or dtsirus, or through tgnor- 
" ance of letters^ or other cause], and ho having touched my pen la 

“ token of his authonty to do so for him, 1, , minister of the 

“ parish of , do hereby Enbsenbo the foregoing testament for 

‘ him the same having been previously read over to and approved ol 
" bj him. In presence of mo and the subscnblng vv Itaesses. ' 

form of Zegacies. 

To F , the sum of £ sterling 

To G , my gold watclu 

To H , my eight-day clock. 

To I , mj whole wearing apparel. 

To K., the sum of £ , contained in a bill drawn by me 

upon and accepted by B, dated , and payable , 

with the interest tliat may be duo thereon at the time of my 
death 


in — MOICAL TESTAMEM BETWEEN SPOUSES 

We, A. and B , spouses, for the love, favour and atfection we have 
and bear to each other have mulunllv agreed to grant these presents 
in manner after mentioned , tlicroforo I, the said A., do hereby 
assign and dispone to and in favour of the said B my spouse (in 
case she sun-ivo me) her heirs, ciecutors, and assignees, all and 
sundry goods, gear, debts, effects, sums of money, heritable and 
moveable household plenishing and furniture, and others, whatso 
ever, resting, pertaining and belonging to me at the time of my 
death by bond, bill ticket, account, or any other manner of way 
nhatover And In like manner, I, the said B , do by these presents 
assign and dispone to and in favour of U e said A my husband (in 
case he survive me), his heirs, executors, or assignees, all and sundry 
goods, gear, debts, effects, sums of msaev, heritable and moveable, 
household plenWimg and furniture, and others, whatsoever that 
shall be resting, pertaining and bclongmg to me at the time of my 
death b\ bond bill account or any other manner of way whatever 
And moreover, we do hereby nominate and appoint the survivor o{ 
us to be sole eiccutor univoi«nl legator, and intromittcr, with the 
vrtiole good% gear, debts sums, and effects that sliall happen to be 
resting and beiongmg to the person predeceasing In am manner of 
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t aj , with power to the surrivor of us to Imuml with and dispose 
of the fame at pleasure, and. If need he, to pur -uc for, and clve op 
Inventorp thereof and confirm the same, as accords, reserrinp 
alwars to e eh of us our dircrent rights of the sums and subjects 
before dlTsoncd, during all Iho davs of our llfctiiue, and full poiscr 
and liber r a* anj time of our life to alter tlicso prcshnls in « hole or 
In pa-t, as either of us •hall think lit, md we dispense srith Uio 
dcllrcty hereof and dcc’arc that tlie same, tlungh found Ijing hy 
either of ns at the time of our dca li, or In the custody of nnj other 
perton, shall he as ra'Id md Eufllclciil ns if dtllTcred In our own llfe- 
time. And we consent to the repis ration licrLof in the hooka of 
Connell and Scs Ion or others competent, thuecin to remain for 

prci' rrnsion and wo constitute — ■ our pn>euratorB. 

In wri'nen wl c“cof; these preserts, wrl'Un upon this and tlio [Itro] 
preceding pages, hy Ac. (accorslioj loprtCcJiry/ormi}. 


IT — noLOGRArn oopicil ow the back op a insTAyE* t op 

GENERAL STTTLl MLNE 

1 [John IVUjm,] wi'hln designed. In add'Uon to the legacies 
and bequests witliln mtnlloned, do hereby leare and bequea h to 
[TT-ffoioi /ru-'t, my f'tricnaf urraiQ the «nm of twenty pounds rcT- 
llng, and to [J/arpartl T1 tUott, my eoclj, the sum of ten iionnds s cr 
ling [and so on, for ‘ mournings, noumlng rings, or any 
memorials or tokens that maj bo dcs'rcdj And 1 appoint my cie 
cutor within named and designed to pay these additional lepadcs, 
at the asmo lime and in the s-mo manner sdth the others already 
epedSod, with Interest during the non payment Declaring Hint 
these presents shall stand part of the within settlement of my affairs 
And 1 consent to the registration hereof along with the aamc. In 
sritness whereof, I hare written these pTcscnts with my own hand, 
end Euhscrlhcd thesamo, thlstwcnty ninth day of January eighteen 
Imndrcd and ilitj years. (Signed) JoujHilsov 


T — noLOopjtrn leoact in a eepaeatf itiutii o 

I [John \Mlsor, residing In George Square, Edinburgh] hereby 
leave and bequMlh to [ffrorje /o/imton, rctidtny at Ao vO Gforft 
S'rtct, £Jitibury>i]. the sum of forty Jiounds sterling, pavablo at tho 
firs* term of 'WldUunda) or Martinmas which shall happen six 
months after my decease. In witness whereof, I have, with my own 
hand written and subscribed these presents, at tilasgow, lids thir 
tlelh day of Jaruary eighteen hundred and sixty s tans. 

(S'gncd) Jons Wilbos 

('n 
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ni -mssivE OP lease, &c 

Mlulre of l''i5C between A [daijn Aim] end B [dciijn AfmJ. 

Firit — Tlic Slid A. Iiercby lcf« fo Iho tnld bat ciprcsjly ex 
eluding nislpicci or sub-fonuiit wlictlicr IcksI or voluntary, except 
wllli tlio consent nnd concuircnco of tlio said A-, all and whole [htri 
dfitribe tht su\lirli let] 

Fftond . — llio lease liereb) entered Into shall endure for [sprrtiV 

t! e firm] years for nnd after tin. day of clnliteen hundred 

and jearn. 

Third . — Tlio rent of the snbjceta hereby let shall bo pounds 

per annum pijnhlo half scarlj at the nsiml (c^n^ It hlLsundaj and 
ifartlnmsa [or at tucA other time at U agreed on], nnd tho said 
half year!) payments shall bear liitcres* from tho date when Ihej 
ispoetlvcl) fall due until paid. 

/onrtA,— [AnycoiKfi'ioni uiOi regard to repairt, <tt, nop be iiteritd 
Acre] 

/■|<7A.— Tlio said B binds himself to removo from the premises 
hereby let, at tho end of tho lease, without any process of removing 
or other warrant to that effect In ssltnew whereof, these presents 
ssTitten by (iiuert deiljraium of tm/er], and subscribed by the said 

A and n , at Edinburgh, tho dav of eighteen hundred 

and j cars, before theso witnesses, at Idaign him] and L. [detign 

him] A. 

JI., srltncsi B 

L., witness. 

hole — If there la a cautioner ho will become bound by articles, 
nnd In tlmt orent jt wlU become article C. The fonn for tlio cau- 
tioner nlll be — “ C [detign him] hereby becomes bound for tho 
regular payment of the said rent as it becomes due,’ andhowIB sign 
the missive. 


The abore reguiret to $e imlteii on ilainped paper, at foUoiet — 


If the yearly rent 

docs not exceed £ , 

Os. 

Cd. 

If exceeding £5 and under 

10 

18. 

Od. 

Do. 

10 

do 

Jo 

Is. 

Cd. 

Do 

16 

do 

20 

2s. 

Od. 

Do 

SO 

do 

n ^ 

25 

Cd. 

Do. 

S5 

do 

&0 

55. 

Od. 

Do 

iO 

do 

< > 

7s. 

Cib 

Do 


do 

lOU 

10s. 

Od. 


>nd when the same shall exceed jElOO, thou for every iCO, and 
slao for any fractional part of £o0 „a. 
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GENERAL FORMS OF BILLS 

I —NOTE ON HAND 

London, "Feb 8, 18 — 

On demand [or after date] I promise to par Jlr Trust, or 

order, the sum of pounds, shillings, and pence, for 

value received. A. B 

Aote . — Mr Trust, to make tills note negotiable, must Indorse hl» 
name on the bnek, and so must cverj person through whose hand it 
goes. 


IL— BILL OF EXCHANGE 

London, Feb 13, 18 — 

One month after date [on sight or at sight], pay Mr Obligation, 

or order, the sum of — pounds, shillings, and pence, 

for value received. D E. 

To Mr , merchant, Comhlli 


£400 Edinburgh [date] 

Three months after date, pay to me, or my order at tho olDce of 
the Bank of Scotland here [or ic/iere it « made poj/oWe], the sum of 
four hundred pounds sterling, for raluo rccchcd 

John Totog 
IVsi. IL Katteai 

To 'William IL Rattray, writer, Edinburgh 

A oft— Before this bill is rendered properly negotiable, or can be 
demanded when due. It must be accepted by the party to ■nliom it is 
addressed, and indorsed by tho person in whoso favour it is drawn, 
and also by all who shall receive it afterwards. In case of failure on 
the acceptor a side. 


in.— PEOMISSORY NOTE 

£400 Edinburgh [date] 

Three months after date I promise to pay to John loung. Esq , 
writer, Edinburgh, or to his order, within the ofllce of Uio Bank of 
Scotland [or uhere payatU}, the sum of four hundred pounds sterling, 
for value received. Wsl R, Rattbat 



186 


OE^EUAL rOKSIS OF BUiLO 


IV -HEMOEANBUM, 

Which ti nccuiary to hind a sudden harjam. 


Mem. — V'C, E G niid S. D, do licrebj niutuoUjr affree to, tee. 
[or abide b> tlio nbovo-mcntloned articles of aRreement] In -Kltncss 
wlicrcoi; vedo horciinto set our hands, this daj of February 


18 — 


E. G 
S.D 


W Itncss, I Z. 


A ofc— Each of tlie parties eni, iRcd in this memorandum must haro 
a duplicate of It Our reader* are requested to observe, that no in 
strument of uritlng sriiatsoover must bo dated with the daj of the 
month on wlileh Sunday fails, bee luse such errors are alwaj 8 deemed 
invalid by hiw 



inE CWIPLETE PETlTIOm 


A"! t’lc Terr TTpnl /'/Tif/oT Implies n r>*ant, tlic Innfpwtre of pclUlooi 
elionlil bo it ooco llm mo«* linmblo nnil rc»pectfnl Imnclnablc. 

A petition fhoiiiil be ciprcaslTo nnd b^cf — wprc live, to more 
the pis'lnns of the pcr«on nddresaeJ , snJ brief not to appear 
tedious for persons In power have but llttlo time and persons In 
afllncnco but small Inclination, to pomaa lonp details of distress. 

Let the T-ritcr bo earcfnl to place the Intrtvdnetorp superscription 
and nddrc'a at a considerable distance from tliobody of the petition 
and the concUidInc prarcr likewise sltonUl never be erowded neat 
the preccdlns sronls. 


PETITIONS 

FOE A PLACT Ib THE STAMP OrPtor 

To fV Tt/jf-f Honotiml^f ifit I'm’ Tjord CoTimUdontr of tht Treitttirv 
The humble petition of A B 

Showelli,— TJiat your pelllloncr has formerly lived In credit In 
the TTO-ia bnt, throuRli a variety of losses In trade, la reduced with his 
family to tile lowcs state ofposcrtj, and destitute Of the ncccs,snrlc3 
o' life , and bclnp dc«Irons to dbclmrco hla duty as a husband and a 
father, he haa presumed to address himself to your Lordship for ore 
Of the pre ent vnean* places of (lL‘ribntor3 In the Stamp-OIDcc, and 
for which he can make It "ppear he Is properly qunlltlcd, and will 
produce people of reputation as to lila chnmctcr, and who, If required 
will give aecurltr for Ida fidelity Being fully couvlnccd of )Our 
Lordship a readiness to relieve dlstrc ,«cd merit, and your great 
humanity to every one In distro s, he la filled with theehcerful hopes 
that his request will luccl with n favourable reception and j our 



ISS THE co^iPLrrE prMTiOM:R. 

I<or(3Vilp vrlll reflect irlth plcasnrcthat year liountyliMrcicnci] him 
ft on misery nnfl tnelilcJ hts famllj to enjoy Oio c confort- of lift 
to rrhich they hnre lone beta t rangers.— And year pctlMoncr, ts In 
duty bound, ehall crer pray 


roR A rrpr itaiter’s ri-Acr Tnr ccsroit-nocsr 
To lf.» High' IlcncjraUe fc’.f First lerJ Comnusimtr cf tht Tresurf 
The humble r^tltlon of A It. 

Slioircth, — That joor petltloac' liaJ tJie mL'urtunc to be 
bronglit up in n tniic vhich nt prc'cnt b so b.d tlia few hands era 
enploved In I , and eren these can *03000 proonre a snh'lamncc 
that your ret'Honcr has soucht far crerr opporlunitv to obtain 
tmplovmcnl in rain, and at present Is left In a rerr dis res cd con 
dlticn tin yonr pe'Itlone* Wnp desirous to ayplv himself to seme 
useful c-npIojT'cnt. end firdlnp that some tide waiters ni: at pre 
6''n* wan' tnr on the rire* haA wMi the greatest hntnj Ity prc'nn’Cd 
to beg o' your I.o*d‘hlp to be cnylarca as one. lie la read) to r"®- 
rtnee prop's of his ablUtj todischa-ge thcdii'lesof tint s'atlon, and. 
I' M happT as to seem wo'thy of tour l/ir(*«hlp s no Ice, 1 e slmll cr 
ail oecs Ions, ob'-’we the a'ricte* fluCll'T, and mrWc it appear to the 
srotid ttiat tic has ro‘ been nirror'hTof so'”' faroar— And, as in 
duty bound thah ever pray 


roR A PLACT r> Tnr tsctve. 

Fo Ue Ft fit licr!!Tra''U t* t First LenJ Co-inur-o^cr cf £f £ TVaorury 
Tlic hBrnble pc’l'lon of A E 

Sliowe'h,— That rcur petitioner had he rol*fertn"c no* to ba 
brought up o any o her employment Ilian that of a gentleman t 
£i rrant. In which station he contlrucd till Us rear, when he 
mamied, e”d rms discharged from his place , Uial s-oar pc'liloner 
bcl'g out o' all manner o' c-nploynicn., and hav’ng learned tho 
whole ar* and myverj of ganging hchaspre amed to address him 
self to vour LonI<hIp for one o' Ihcprc- cni vaeant places o' a eomrooc 
exciseman In any part cf the yngdom whe-o jour Lordship ihs’l 
think proper to ord'T Ills condnet Ims alwsvs bcLn blamclem and 
his chame'er wUl bear the s rictes Irqniry, a id on all occasions he 
v ill make It his principal s ndy *o dl«charge ever” par* of his dnt- 
with the utmost fdcllts — Ard, rsln duty bound, -1 all ever pray 
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IROy A DEOATED TRADESirAL EOIl THE AEMI‘!SION OF A DOT 
AT TITE FOORDATIOR 

Ta tht Prtsvient ani Orntmors of Chrut i I/otpiM 
The hnmblfl petition of A. B 

Showeth,— Tlint vonr petitioner hns lived many } cara In credit, 
Imt, thronRli long slcknc's and many lo*scs In trade, Is unable to 
bestow upon Ills youngest son an education suitable to quallfj him 
for an honest cmplojmcnt, b} uhleh he might become n'cful In 
society , that your petitioner la a freeman of the clt) of London, 
and, whllo In prosperity, served all tho cfRces In his parish , that 
bis other children are so far gronn up ns to be already bound ap 
prentices to different trades, sslthout ever having asslslanco either 
from public or private charities that jour petitioner would not 
have made this request, had he not been Impelled bv tho greatest 
nccessUy , that your petitioner has nothing more to subsls* on but 
whnt ho cams by Ids dall) labjiir and which Is scarce sufficient to 
procure him the necessaries of life. In consideration of which he 
humbly begs sour honours will bo pleased to taho the premises Into 
consideration, and admit a friendless boy on yonr foundation.— And 
your petitioner, as In dutj bound, shall eser pray 


FROM A TObKQ 'tAS, LATE ESHER TO Ah ACADEMT, TO BE 
AD'IIITED A CLERK IN THll BARK 

Jb thf Jlonovrnhlt the Goremor and Dtreelon of the Bant of Enntand. 
Tlic humble petition of A. It. 

Shoiveth, — Tliat your petitioner was formerly usher and 
accountant In an eminent acadenij in Surrey, hut having lately 
married, svns dbeharged from Ills office, a.s nono bnt single men are 
permitted to reside In tlioso rcminarics that jour petitioner heing 
willing to do everything in his power for support, ns an honest man, 
and being properly qunllllcd to dlsclnrgo nil tlio duties Innimbtnt 
on a clerk of the banlg he has presumed to take this method of 
apple lug to tho honourable Directors. Ills clmrnclcr will bear tho 
strictest Inqulrj, aud several gcntlcnicn will glee sufficient scemitj 
for an\ trust reposed in him lie has the greater reason to hope for 
luccc s, as ho is not capable of following nny other employment, 
avlngonlj thalof thepen, and If soliappj ns to obtain his rcqncst, 
It shall he his constant study to discharge with fldclitj every duty oi 
that station. — And your pctitloflcr, ns Iri duty bound, shall ever 
pray 



100 


THE COMPLETE PETITIONER. 


FROM A DISABLED PORTER TO BE ADMITTED AS A LETTPR- 
CARRIER. 

7b tht RigM HonotirahU Vie Postmaster-0 enerol 
The humblo peddon of A B 

Sboweth, — ^Tbat your peddoncr was brought up to the bnal 
ness or a porter, and, by extreme hard labour, procured a subsistence 
for himself, together with a wife and four children that your petl 
doner had the misfortune one day to fall down under a load, by 
which two of bis ribs were broken, and othcnrlso so much hurt, as 
to bo unable to carry loads for the future that 3 our petitioner was 
'lx months in St. Thomas < Hospital, during which time his wife and 
frmll3 were in a starring condition, being obliged to pawn their 
clothes for the common necessaries of life that when your peti 
tioner was dlscliargcd from the hospital, ho considered it as his dnt3 
to look for some cmplo5Tnent suitable to die weak state in wliiclt his 
misfortune Ind left him that hating licard dint one of your mes 
lengcTs was dead, and being well actiiiainted witl\ over) part of the 
towai ho thouglit himself properly quallllcd to act as a letter 
carrier, and for that purpose has presumed to present tills petition 
to 3 our Lordship that 3 our petitioner's character will bear tlie 
strictest Inquiry , and If so happy as to succeed, ho w III give seenntt 
(If demanded), and In all things act with the greatest fldelit3 —And 
your pefllloner as In dut3 boiiml shall ever pray 


FROM AN AGED OEMirWOMAH IN DISTRESS TO A GENTLEMAN, 
A DISTANT RELATION 

To J S, Esq 

The humble petition of A. B 

Showeth,— That your petitioner has the honour to bo nearly 
related to your family, your motber being my aunt, that your 
petitioner, whilst very young, svas married to an eminent merchant 
in Bristol, with sTbom she lived happily many years, that y onr peti- 
tioner 8 htishand was largely engaged in the trade to the coast ol 
riuinca and the West Indies , that during the late war ho had 
shares In several ships trading to nnd from those parts, and Iti the 
last voyage he unfortuuatcly did not Insure them , that two of 
tlioso ships were attacked and taken by a French privateer, which 
obliged yonr petitioner a husbaad to stop payment, nnd his cieditor” 
took out a commission of bankruptcy that your petitioner a bus 
band was so affected with his loss, that he soon after died of a broken 
L- art, and left your petitioner destitute of every necessary of life 
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mat j-onr petitioner, confidiDR In your preat humanity, hath pr^ 
snmed to nddresa herself to you, flirt the smallest matter, either 
towards her Immediate subsistence or future support, « III bo r^ 
eelved with the greates thankfulness, and acknoTlcdgcd with firalJ 
tude to the Iatcs‘ period of her life.— And TOur petitioner, as in dntr 
bound, shall eren pray 


FROH A DEOATEI) CITIZE TO THE LIVERT FOR TEE PLACT OP 
EI’lDOr MASTER. 

To the Lit try ofthtCi'iof London, 

The humble petition of A. B 

Showeth,— Thn» ronr petitioner rerred his apprcnllccslilp in 
111001*7 of London, and was entirely free of the Haberdashers Com 
pany that he se up for lilmself as a master, and carried on busi 
ness with credit and reputation for tlic space of nearly thirty years , 
tha* dnnng that time he brought up a large f imllj of chlltocii, and 
gare them an education suitable to their station in life , that during 
the course of his trade he met wi'h n great rariotv of losses, hr tlie 
misfortunes of some and the iniquity of othera , tliat finding lie ra> 
not able to make good his payment* any longer lie sold his whole 
s*ock In trade, and paid his creditors twenty shillings In the pound 
choosing rather to snPer crery liariLblp than inrolvc o'licrs ic 
distress, that your petitioner has served all parish and vmrd ofCccs 
and on nU occasions behaved as a good clllzcti, lliat your petitioner 
has several times applied to the Livery for some one of tlio'e places 
In their gift, bnt hath been lillherto disappointed , that one of tbe 
places of bndgc-raa'tcr being now vacant, and yonr petitioner being 
every was qualified for that oCIcc. he has presumed to solicit th 
votes and interea* of Ids feUow.cltIzcns. Seenrity rlU bo gl ven for h's 
fidelity, and be win on every occasion, acknowledge yonr hliidne . 
with gratitude. — And ns in duty bound siiail ever pray 


FROM A WORKI’tO MAS TO THF TPUSTEES OF A CnAPITT 
BCIIOOL IS BEHALF OF A EOT 

To the Trustees of A 
The immble petition of B C. 

Showe-b,— That yonr pe'itloncr v as brought up to tlie trade of 
a Ehocmal er lliat lie has followed that employment In yourpa-ish 
thwe ten years, and bclmvcdhimseirsobcrh and honcs*Iy, thatyoni 
petitioner has a large faraUy of cliUdrcn, and his principal desire ii 
to s-e them brought up as u. ofui mcrabcrB of .oclety , that the small 
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snm he receives as ivages for uls ■work is not snfBclent for so bene- 
Bclal a purpose, and knowing that your school is established for In 
ftrucUng the children of the Industrious poor, he humbly prays tha‘ 
his son, a boy of six years of age, may be admitted, in order to 
qualify him for some nseful employment— And your petitioner, as 
In duty bound, shall ever pray 


FPOJI A -WIDOW OP A SAILOR REQUESTING THAT HER DAUGHTER 
MIGHT BE ADMITTED ISTO THE ASTLUM 

To tht Htght Honovrdbh (ht Prtsident and Vice President of the 
As'dum/or Orphans 
The humble petition of A B 

Shoreth,— That your petitioner Isthewidowof M, late manner 
on board Her Jfajestvs ship the Smflsnre that your petitioner i 
husband was killed on board the said ship, fighting In defence of Her 
Majesty s person and government, and that your petitioner had the 
misfortune to be left ivlth an infant daughter, uhom she has by her 
labour supported tilt this time that your petitioner la earnestly 
desirous that her child sliould receive such an education as would 
qualify her for a useful member to socletv, and as It Is not In the 
power of vour petitioner to be at that expense, she bnmbly pravs 
that her daughter, who is now seven rears of age, may be admitted 
as one of the orphans of vour foundation, — And your petitioner, as 
in duty bound, shall ever pray 


PROM A DISCHARGED SOLDIER TO BE ADMITTED INTO CHELSEA 
HOSPITAL 

To Lieutenant-General the LLonouraUe B F, Gotemor of Chelsea, dt- 
The humble petition of A. B. 

Sliowcth,— That yonr petitioner served twenty j cars as a pnvate 
«oIdler in the 12th Pegiment of Foot, and during the whole time 
behaved ns became a good soldier, that he was in every engage- 
urent during the last war in America, and although he did not re- 
ceive any wounds, yet when he returned to his native country, hli 
health ■was so much impaired that the commanding ofBcer was 
obliged to discharge him from the regiment that your petitioner 
not having been brought up to any trade, has no other -waj of pro- 
curing a subsistence, but by apphingto yonr honour to be admitted 
either as an in or out pensioner on the royal foundation of Chel'ca.— 
And your pc'itloner, as in duty bound shall ever pray 
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FEOH A SAILOR TO BE ABIUTTFB ON THE CHEST OF CHATHAM 
To (he HonowdbU the CommCvtonert of the Narv 
The humble petition of A. B 

Showeth,— That yara peHtloncT eerved ten TcaTs on board th» 
Lion, rhero he recelrcd a rronnd tn Ills shoulder, rvhich occasioned 
his being dlscliarged, and rrhen he returned to his native countrj, he 
found himself unable to vrork for his living, that having falthfullj, 
and at the hazard of his life, served his Qncen and conntry, he 
hnmblv hopes that your honours vlll consider him a fit object for 
being admitted as a pensioner on the seamen a chest at Chatham. — 
And vonr petitioner, ns in duty bound, shall ever pray 


FROM A SOLDIER TO HIS COLONEL TO BE DISOHAROED 
To Colonel the Bonournlle D n 
The hnmblo petition of A B ' 

Shovreth,— Tliat "yonr petitioner has served ten years in the 
regiment commanded bv yonr honour, and during the whole time 
has always behaved as became a good soldier tliat having a wife 
and children In a distant part of the kingdom, and being very de- 
'Irons of settling with them he most humbly pravs that j our honour 
will be pleased to discharge him from the service. 


FROM A DFCATED TRADESMAN TO BE ADMITTED A BEADLE OF A 
COMPAKT 

To the Sfae'eri, ITnrdens and Court Atsislants, of the Worshipful 
Company of Stationers 

The humble petition of A B 

Showelli,— That j our petitioner was bred to the business of a 
s'atlondr, and earned on trade for hhn'clf for many years, but by 
los es and many other misfortunes lie is, with an aged wife, almost 
destitute of Eubslslenco that the place of bcadlo to yonr Company 
being now vacant, he humbl) solicits your votes and Interest to suc- 
ceed to that employment, and bj conscientious regard to his duty, 
shall endeavour to merit the favour of his constituents.— And yonr 
petitioner, as In duty bound, shall ever pray 
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FKOM h STRASOPR IN DISTRESS TO THE LORD MAYOR FOR A 
PASS TO niS LEGAL SFITLCMENT 

Tb the rttght IlonourahJe the Lord Mayor 
The Immblo petition of A. B. 

ShoiYCth, — Thftt: your pefltlonor wns servant to a nobleman who 
had lately made the tour of Europe that jour petitioner aecom 
panicd Iitm during the time of hla travels, but nnfortunatclj on his 
return ho died at Paris, that, under a varlctt of dllUcuItles, your 
petitioner arri\cd at Calais, where he obtained a passage In Her 
Muiestj a packet to Dover, that your pelltloncr is a native of Neu 
castle. In Norlhunibcrlaiid, and Is obliged to travel so far on foot 
tliaf ho has not anj thing whereirttl^ to defray Ills expenses, and 
unless assisted "bj the gcnorosltj of the public, must perish on the 
road, that your petitioner humbly prnjs jour Lordship will be 
pleased to sign an order for his subsistence In the different counties 
through which ho Is obliged to pass, before he arrives at his legal 
settlement — And jour petitioner ns In dutj bound, sliall over pray 


PROM A DEOAITD OITIZFN TO DL ADMITTPD TO THE PLACE OP 
CTTT MARSHAL 

7b the Ptght Ilonoumhle the Lord Mayor and the Right Worshipful 
Court of Aldennen 
The humble petition of A B 

Showeth, — That j our petitioner has been on tho livery of the 
citj of London above twenty jenra, and carried on with reputation 
tho trade of a wine merchant, but through a varlctj of losses In 
trade, and long sickness In his fimlly, he was obliged to compound 
with his creditors, and retire from business that jour petitioner 
Is at present ont of all manner of employment, and would willingly 
succeed 5 our late marshal , and If so happy ns to bo considered 
wortbj of jour choice, ho will on every occasion, endcasour to dis- 
charge the duties of his station with the utmost fidelity —And, as In 
duty bound, shall ever pray 


FROM A PERSON WHO HAD FORMERLY BFEN A PORSER, TO BE 
REINSTATED IN THL SAMP EMPLOYMENT 

The Immblo petition of A B 

Showeth, — That your petitioner acted ns purser on board Her 
tfujestj 3 ship tho 7?oAKif during tho atholeof the Inst war that 



THE COMPl/ETE PBTIaIO^EU 


19d 


tt-htu lio as discharged ho sought for cniplo\mcnt among ao-oral 
tradesmen, but tinforlnnaleh could find none, and therefore vna 
obliged to Ih c on the remainder of lib wages that j our petitioner 
having heard tliat several of Her SlnJcst) s ships are going lo bo 
put Into commission, ho has presumed to address himself to your 
Lordship , and If so hnppj ns to bo reinstated In his former employ 
incut, ho win mahe It lib principal study to dbehargetho duties ol 
his station with the strictest tldcllty — Vnd your petitioner ns In 
duty tiound shall orer praj 


PROM AS AGED AND DEOATED TRADrsllAJI TO BE ADMITTEB 
A PESSIOhEB. 

7b the /lijht IlmavrabU the Ooiernort of the Charter House 
Tlic hnmble petition of A. B 

Showeth,— Tliat your petitioner has llrcd many years In credit 
as a grocer, and brought up a large family of chUdren that having 
been aflllctcd with long Illness bb buslncy was utterly neglected, 
and, by mam oilier losses, ho was obliged tolct hb shop, after having 
paid all hb Just debts that v our petitioner being not only destitute 
cf all manner of employ meat, but also In great w ant of every noccs- 
siiy of life, ho humbly begs to bo admitted a pensioner In the 
Charter Ilonsc. — And, an In duty bound, shall ever pray 


FRO'I V SAIWR, LATE in TUB MPHOnAM SEIiy ICE, TO BE 
ADMIIIEI) AS A PEbSIONER 

To the Directors of the Qftce for bounded Seamen in the Jfcrctianl 
Serriee 


The humble petition of A. B 

Sliowctli —Tliat y our petitioner served as a seaman on board 
the ship Spitfire, trading to the Levant that y our petitioner con 
tinued ncarh tiicnty y cars In the said service, until he was disabled 
b\ a fall from the mlrcn mast by which one of hb arms was broken, 
and oUicrwIse so much bruised that he is utterly Incnpablo of going 
to sen, that not having been brought up to any other employmong 
and destitute of every necessary of life, ho liumbly begs to be 
admitted as one of your pensioners. — ^And, as in duty bomid, shall 
ever pray 
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FPOM A FRIENDLESS DOT TO THE DIREOIOPS OF TEE MABII E 
SOOIETY 


TIic humble pclltiou of A. B 

Showeth, — Tliat your petitioner’s only rcmnlnlnE parent died 
a few weeks ago and IcR j our petitioner as a helpless orphan , that 
your petitioner Is fifteen years old and In good health, and would be 
willing to bo employed In Her Majesty s navy, in whatever station 
your honours shall think proper to appoint, and If bo happy as to 
bo admitted shall, at all times and on every occasion, dlscliergc his 
duty with the greatest cliccrfulncsi— And your petitioner, as In 
duty bound, shall ever pray 


FROM ONE TO BE ADMITTED AS A WATOHMAIt 

To Vtt Churditeardais cfC 
The humble petition of A. B 

Showeth, — Tliat your petitioner lived In good credit formerly, 
but Is now out of all manner of employment, that ho looks upon 
himself as able to discharge the duty of a wntcliman In this parish 
and If so happy ns to deserve your notice, shall on every occa - 
lion behave as an honest mam— And, ns In duty bound, shall ever 
pray 


FROM A POOR WOMAA TO IDE OnDRCnwARDFAS OF C FOR 
THE OnBISTJIAS DODATF OP COALS 

To ihe Cliwrchitardtm 0/ C 
The hmnblo petition ofA B 

Showeth,— That your petitioner was left a widow with two 
children, whom she has continued to support by her labour, that 
It has long been the practice of this parish to give cools, Ac., to the 
Industrious poor at this severe season, and ns your petitioner has 
never troubled tbo parish for anything before, she humbly prays 
that ron will consldcrher as an object of charity —And your petl 
lloncr, as In duty bound, shall ever pray 
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TEOH A PEOATED TRADES3IAN TO HATE HIS SO’? AEJIITIED 
IMO MEROEAKT TAILOKs’ EOHOOL 

To the ifasters and TTard-ns of tht XTorslitpfal Company of J/ercTianl 
Tadon 

The humble pctiOon of A B. 

Showcth,— Tliat your petitioner has long carried on trade In 
credit, and la free of your Company, but haring a numerous family, 
he la obliged to solicit the favour of the Company to hare hia 
youngest 'on admitted aa a scholar on your foundation, and if so 
happy as to succeed In this his first request, he shall, ns in duty 
bonnd, ever pray 


POR A WATCHSIAK’S PEACE AT THE BANK. 

To iht Ifonourablt the Gotemor and Direetora of the Bank of Enjtand. 
The bumble petition of A. B 

Shoureth, — ^That your petitioner n ns brought up to the trade ol 
a watch gilder, but at present there is little or no employment for 
hands in that branch of business, that your petitioner has a uifo 
and children, and at present nothing to support them with, that a 
v-ertifleate of his hones'y and industry is ready to bo produced, 
signed by three rLputablo house! cepers , nnd if you will. In con- 
sideration of his distress, appoint him one of yonr w atchmen, he u ill 
discharge his duty with the utmost fidelity —And, ns in duty hound, 
shall ever prav 


VEOII A WIDOW TO THE LOPD ALAION'ER POR A SHARE OF THE 
queer’s BOUNTP 

To the Bight Beverend the Lord Bigh Almoner 
The humble petition of A. B 

Shoneth, — ^That your Lordship s petitioner is the widow of an 
eminent tradesman, but by long sickness and other afflictions, re 
duced to the lowest sfhtc of poverty that yonr petitioner has no 
relief from any parish, but has been sometimes charitably assisted 
by the benevolence of some tender-hearted Christians, that at 
present she is in very great distress, and therefore humbly prays 
your lordship for vrhat share of Her Majesty s roy al bounty you shall 
think proper — And as In duty hound, shall ever pray 
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FiioM A poon WIDOW TO Tur Dr AN or WEsriiihsiFR for the 

WEEKLY AILOWALCE OF DREAD AND MEAT AT THE ABDEY 
To the Very Hetercnd the Dean of 11 cstmmster ' 

The Iiumblo petition of A. B 

Showeth, — Thnt jour pctitlonor has lived sohcrly and lionestlj 
man} }cnrs, and n1nn}8 attended dlvlno service that nt present olio 
Is greatl} dis'rcssed In tier circumstances, althongh she labours verv 
hard for licr living , that there being now a vncanc} In the number 
of poor widows who receive tho weekly bount}, she Immbl} begs to 
bo admitted ns one.— And, as In duty bound, shall ever pmv 


FROM A POOR CITUEb TO BE ADMITTED INTO BANCROFT S 
ALMS nOBSES 

7b the Worshipful the Trustees of Bancroft s Alms-Houses 
Tlio humble petition of A B 

Sliowclh,— That ) our petitioner Is n native of London where he 
served bis apprenticeship, and afterwards carried on business for 
Jiimself, but b) a vnrict) of losses Is now reduced, In his old age, to 
solicit tho relief of Bomo public charity thnt hearing there Is nt 
present a vacnnc} In your nlins-honscs, he humbly begs to bo 
admitted us ono of your pensioners, being well convinced your wor- 
ships will find him a proper object of charity —And your petitioner, 
as In duty bound, shall ever pray 


FROM A POOR WIDOW TO THE LORD CDAbCELLOR 
7b the Right Honourable the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain 
Tlie humble petition of A. B 

Showeth,— Thnt your Lordships petitioner has been long In 
volvcd In n Clianccry suit, and has spent nil her substance without 
being nblo to obtain a decree tliat y our petitioner not having money 
to proceed further, humbly begs your Lordship to suffer her to sue 
n forma pauperis —And y our petitioner, ns in duty bound, shall over 
pray 
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ADDRESSING TERSONS OF ALL RANKS. 

0 

I 

TO THE HOYAl FAMILY 

ini QUEEN 

To tho Qnccn « Most Eicclloat Mtjcst) Madam, ilaj it pleasp 
four JInjcstj 


PniNOES AND PBINCESSFS Or THE DLOOD KOTAt * 

To Ills Royal Hli,lmcs3 Uic IMnco of Wales. Sir 
To Ills Rojal Highness tlic Prince \Urci Sir 

In tbo same manner to the other Princes of tho Blood Royal 
To Her Poj nl Highness tho Princess Roj bL Madam. 

To Her Roval Highness the Princess Alice. Jlndsin 

In tho tamo manner to the other Prlnecsscs of the Blood I ojul 
To Her Poyal Highness tho Duchess of Kent Jtadnm 

In the fame manner to tho When of tho other Princes of tho 
Blood Roy at 


riUKOES AND ritINOrSSES of THE BLOOD t 

To nis Highness tho Prince George of Cambridge. Sir 
In tho same manner to the other Princes of the Blood. 

To Her Highness tho Princess Mary of Cambridge. Madam 
In the same manner to the other Princesses of tho Blood 


* The SoTcrclgn * »oni ftiid il»u{;bter* lirothcn and listen uncles and aiinu. 
t Tfae SoTcrcIgn i neptiews nlecci and cousins irho aomellmn bear tbe Kilo 
Dciyoi /7fpAna»— bat only by pennWon. 

ill) U 
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DIHECTIOVS ron ADDIlE33INa 


TO THE NOBHITY AlO) GENTEY. 

SURE 

Tn lll> Qraeo the Dtxke of S Lord Dahe. 

MARQUIS 

To the JiMt nonourohlc tlie Mori^uls of It J!y Lord Merqtd*. 

LAIIL 

To tlie ItiRlit llonoumhlo the Earl of 15 >1> Lonl 
\ iBOOUltT 

lo the Itlght Honourable the Lonl VIacoubI D My Lord. 

D Alton 

To the Itichl Honourable the Lord 1- My Lord. 

BAROVET 

To Sir John Hall, Hart. Sir 

KMCHT 

To Sir Jamei Llndsa) Sir 

ESQUIRE 

To Jftincs Tliomvjn Ejq Sir 

Tlic followlnt, rcmarlui on this title rrlU bo found, we doubt not, 
both uicfoj nnd IntcrcstlnR — It ■ li COW plrcn to every men ot 
re* 7 >v ctsblllty,” but * tlio pcrronj Icpolly entitled to tills rauL an. 
the cldcs’ eons of KniKhts, end thUr cldij tons In pcrpc ual snecc«- 
eloti the eldest tons of the younRcr eons of Tctre, und their cldc' 
solid. In llho succession the sons of a Baronet , Esquires by vlrtno o' 
their ofUcc, as Jus’lees of the Pence, and the Esquires of Knights ol 
ilic Bath cacti o' whom conslllntes three at hla Installation to these 
mo) be added all tlioso who are styled Esquires by tbelr Sovereign 
In thoir eomniW'loiiB and apiiolnlmcnts all Indeed, nho aro In nnv 
way once honoured h) the bovcrelgn with Uiu title have a right .o 
that distinction for life tIlu^ Captains In the army aro Esquires 
because they happen to be so styled In their commission, which 1» 
jtytied ty the Sorereipn hut Captains in the navy, though of lilghtr 
military rant, aro not entitled to Oils distinction their commissions 
1 1 lug signed by the Lonis of the Admlraits ' 


* From K Tct7 rxctltmt mid |>cpifUr tlUle «crk to tahteb ve tiv« tfiucb 
Tb« t Jiutiuns Londoti VTbUuktr&Cck 
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Tho ladies are addressed according to Uio rank of tlielr husbanda 

\Tldons of noblemen are addressed In tho same style, tho word 
Doitager being added. To the Most Noble tho Don ager Marchioness 
oi; <tc. 

Tho eUUst sons of Dukes, Marqni'cs, and Earls, bear, by courtesy, 
the jrcond title lu their respective families. Their wises arc addressed 
accordingly 

Tlio younger sons of Dukes and Marquises have tho title of Lord 
and ore addressed as Right Ilononmblo Lords, — to which Is a,ildcd 
tho Christian name. Tliclr wives have tho title of Lady, and arc 
addressed as Right llonotirablo Ladies, and, eiccpt when originally 
superior in rank, take their husbands Christian names, not their 
o^m. 

Tlie title Lady, and the address of Right Donourable Lady, also 
belong to all tho daughters of Dukes, Marqnlscs, and Earls, towbich 
Is alto added tho Christian name. 


TO THE PAELIAHENT 

To tho Right llononrablo the Lords Spiritual and Temporal ot 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament 
assembled My lordi May It please } our Lordships. 

To the Right llononrablo ttio knights, Cltiicns, and Burgesses ot 
Iho United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland In PaTUament 
assembled. Gentlemen. May It please your Uonours. ^ 

To the Right Honourable CMC, Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, arho Is gencraUy ono of Her Majesty s Most Honourable Privy 
CounclL Sir 


TO THE CLEEGY 

To the Most Reverend the Archbishop of Canterbury My Lord 
Archbishop 

To the Right Peverend tho Lord Bishop of S. My Lord Bishop 

To the Very Reverend tho Dean of C. Jlr Dean Rctercnd Sir 

To the Venerable tho Archdeacon D Jlr Archdeacon. Reverend 
Sir 

To tho Peverend John Clark, D D Reverend Sir 

All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, and Clergymen of other Inferior 
orders, are addressed as Rescrend. 

MTicn a clergyman bears the title of Honourable or Right Honour- 
able, it is put before tho ecclesiastical one, when ho happens to 
possess the title of Baronet or Knight, It is put i^ter tho cccleslno- 
ttcal one. 
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l>lJlECTI0^6 roil ADDRE331KQ 


Tho title o( Lord Is not civui to Bishops of tlic Prolcstsnt Fplseo- 
pil Church In ScoUund they nro nddressod simply by name thaa. 
To tho RlKht Reverend Bishop T 


TO PMVY COUNCILIOES 

The metnhors of Her Mn)ctf> s Most Ilonourablo Privy Council 
have the svords PlBhtnonourablo preflied to their names. So have 
the three r,ord Jtayors of London, lork, end Rnblln, and the Lord 
Provos! of Edinburgh while thes nro In olhcc. 


TO THE OFFICERS OF HER MAJESTY’S HOUSEHOLD 

Tlicy arc for the mos’ part oddressed nccordlng” to their rank, 
thoupli sometimes nKrcenbly to the nature of their ofllcc ns. My 
Lord Steward, Jly Lord Chamberlain, Mr Mce Chamberlain, 
and In all superscriptions of letters uhlcli relate to Kenticmons cm- 
plovments their stjlc of OlDce should net cr be omitted, and If they 
iiaiQ more olDces than one, the lil(,hcst need only bo Riven. 


TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMY AlID NAVY 

In addressing Officers In the Army above llic subaltern their 
military rank should precede their names nnd civil positions. 

To Field Marshal Ilia Grace the Duke of IV 
To Gcncralthc Right Ilonourablo Lord Flphlnstone G CB 
To Lieutenant-General Sir It. 0 Jenouny, K.C.I1 
In the l\nvy Admirals are styled Right llononrnhle, nnd the rank 
of tho Hug follows their names niid titles. The other officers nre 
addressed ns In the Army, with the addition of IkN 
To the Right Honourable the Enrl of Fgllnton, G C.B , Admiral ot 
the Blue. 

To Captain the Right Ilonourablc the Earl of Egremont, R.N 
To Cni'lnln Sir John Hall, ILK 
To Captain Murrav, R K 


TO AMBASSADORS AND CONSULS 

All Ambassadors, both British end Foreign, have tho title of Execl 
Icncy added to their qnallly , us have nlso Foreign Gov ernors and ths 
Lord Lieutenant nnd Lord Justices of IrelanA 
To his FxccUcncv "^ir n C Parmint Her Britannic Majesty s Am* 
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bassndor Fitmordlnarj nnd Plenlpotcnltnrj to tlio Ottoman Porte. 
Sir 1 ourExcollcncj 

To Ills Liccllcncy Uic Count Flniondorff, Fnvoy Litraordlnary 
and 'UnIstLr Pluilpotcntlary of 11 5L the King of Pnissln. Sin 
1 cur I xccltcncj 

To G D , n-sq , Her Britannic MnJcslj s Consul at Sm) ma. Sir 


TO JUDGES AUD LATTYEES 

All the Judges, If Privy Counclllotti, are atjlcd night Honour 
ahlc — 

To the right llononrablo A B Lord High Chancellor of Great 
n-italn. JIv Lonh 1 our Lordship. 

To the night Honourable Sir G H land Chief Justico of -the 
Court of Queen s Bench, or of the Court of Common Pleas. JIj Lord. 
Tour Lordship, 

To the night Honourable P V., Master of the Itolls. Sir ^ our 
Horonr 

To the right Honourable tho Lord Cldef Baron of tho Court ol 
Fxchequer Mv Lord. 1 our Lordship 

To tho night Hononmblo A. 1)., E.*q, ono of the Jnstlccs. To 
Judge M Sir Maj It please you Sir 

To Sir IL D, Her Majes j s Atiomcj, Solicitor, or Adsocate- 
Gencrnl blr 

All others In the Law ncconllng to tliclr olllccs and rank they 
bear cvera Baristcr having the titio of Esquire given him, alttiough 
not Icgnll) entitled to it. 


TO THE LIEUTENANCY AND MAGISTRACY 

To tho night Honourable 0., Farlof C , Lord Lieutenant and Cudos 
I’otulorum of the County ol Durham. JI) Lord. 1 onr Lordship 

To the ni„ht Honourubto Uic Lo'd Major of the City of London. 
5Iy Lonb 1 our lujrthlilp. 

Tho siajor Slicritf Aldermen, nnd llecordcr of London aro 
sta ltd I’lght \\ orshlpful ns arc nil Mnj ors of I ondon Corporations. 

Tlie \IdcrmLn and recorders of other Corporations, and also Juv 
ticos of ttie Place, are styled Monthlpful 

In Scotland the word Prorost la used Instead of Mavor, tho Pro 
vCK" of r dlnbnrgh being styled Lord I rovost. 

To A B , Esq , High Sherltr of tho County of York. Sir I out 
M orshlp. 

To the night MorshlpfuiqV D, Psq Alderman o' Tower Wrnl, 
London Sir I our W orshlp. 
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DIRECTIONS FOa JLDDREBSINO, ETC 


To the Eight Worshipful J A-, Eecorder of the City of Ixindoni 
Sir Your Worship 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Provost of the City of Edln* 
burgh. Jly Lord. Your Lordship 
The Governors of Hospitals, CoUcgcs, &c., which consist of Jlagi- 
stratcs, or have any such among them, are styled Right Worshipful, 
or Worshipful, as their titles allow 


TO THE GOVEENORS OP THE CKOWH 

To his Excellency the Duke of R., Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
My Lord. Your Excellency 

To tho Right Honourable Lord N , Governor of Dover Castle, &c. 
My Lord. Your Lordship 

The second Governors of Colonies appointed by the Queen, are 
called Lieutenant Governors. 


TO THE OrnCBBS OP GOVERimElIT 
DEPABTEIENTS 

To Her Majesty s Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department 

In the same manner to tho other Secretaries of State, slgnllylng 
In each case tho Department intended— whether Foreign, 
Colonial, or War 

To tho Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury 
To the Lords Commissioners of tho Admiralty 
To tho Principal Officers of Her Jlajesty s Ordnance. 

To the Commissioners of Her Majesty s Inland Revenue. 

To the Commissioners of Her Majesty s Customs. 

To Her Majesty s Commissioners of Woods and Forests. 


TO INCOEPOEATE BODIES 

To the Honourable the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Court of 
Directors of tho Bank of England. Your Honours. 

To the Masters and Wardens of the Worshipful Company of 
Mercers. Your Worships, 




